EASTER Monday sees the
grand reunion to celebrate the
centenary of Cardiff Athletic
— The Rags. With more than
200 guests expected for the
lunch, followed by the
spectacle of the Cardiff match
against the Harlequins and
then more celebrations in true
Welsh style, it's bound to be
an occasion which will justify
its place in Welsh rugby
history and long linger in the
memory of all those privileged
to be there.

The occasion of a second string of a
rugby club celebrating its centenary is
probably unique in rugby history. If
there has been another event of this
kind, we would certainly like to know
about it.

Players, officials and famous names
from both the pre-war era and the
more recent years of The Rags’
progress will doubtless talk the night
away about the past, the present and
the future.

The past began in 1879, just four
years after Cardiff RFC was founded,
when an official second XV was

formed. In his book ““The Greatest”’,

E. ‘Danny’ Davies — former club
captain (in 1926), committee chairman
and the club’s first WRU President (in
1961) and keeper of the records until
handing over to John Davies in recent
years — records that seven official
matches were arranged for the reserve
side in that first year.

This reserve team continued with
varying degrees of success until
1926/27 — the year of Danny Davies’
own captaincy — when the club
committee decided that the strength of
the club was so great that they would
form two official first XVs. Such was
the demand around the country with
everyone wanting to play Cardiff RFC.
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This ‘other side’ carried on until
season 1930/31, both teams playing on
a home and away basis. Then it was
decided to abandon this rare venture,
due in part because of criticism from
some other clubs. It was at this stage
that Cardiff Atheletic XV was officially
formed.

And it was during this period that

the second string earned its nickname.
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Purely from the kitting out aspect they
were fondly referred to as ““the rags
and tatters” in comparison with the
first XV and the name has stuck to this
day.

Household names

The late Sid Cravos, later to become
chairman, was club captain of the time
and it is intresting to note the names of
the second 1st XV who gained team
caps that year. They were: Ken
Harries, Stan Hughes, V. Marshall,
Cliff Mills, Viv Osmond, Edgar Price,
Goff Retter, H. Watkins and Dai
Westacott whose father of the same
name had been a notable club figure
back in 1903. Many of these players
were to become household names.

The first authenticated records show
that in season 1884/5 under the
captaincy of Chorlton James, the
Second XV were unbeaten. They won
17 of the 18 matches played, drawing
1, with 30 goals and 42 tries against
only 5 tries. On All Fools Day they met
and beat the official 1st XV by one
drop goal and one try to nil. That was
the season following the origination by
Cardiff of the four threequarter
system, as we know it today.

This unbeaten record was repeated
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