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Cardiff v. Neath

SATURDAY, 22nd JANUARY, 1977 K.O. 3 p.m.

How much more punishment can the human body take. First the government
and the astrologers combined to give us a Christmas and New Year that,
because of various factors, lasted for almost three weeks. Then, when all the
excesses of that Bachanalian orgy were being sweated and deprived from the
inflated jowls and waistlines of the faithful, we are confronted with a Cup match
against Llanelli. The grief and tension of the first half of that game took so much
combined weight from the Cardiff season ticket holders in the South Stand
that the ground staff had to sit on the roof of the stand to retain its stability.
The euphoria and excitement of the second half created a corporate Club thirst
that equalled the combined inbibing of the Christmas epoch. As soon as we
recovered something approaching normality — about Wednesday afternoon —
it started snowing — and created anxiety about the forthcoming international
against Ireland. The relief that swept us all after we realised that not only would
the international be played — but that after about an hour's play Wales were
going to win — not only did Heath Hospital close its emergency anxiety
neurosis and its Cardiff Arms Park coronary wards, but the local hostelries sent
urgent notices to their suppliers to put back the hops and remove the bromide.

By comparison with all the high excitement of recent weeks at the Arms
Park, it is something of a relief to relax in the comparative serenity of a normal
domestic fixture against Neath — assuming, of course, that any game against
Neath could ever be described as a normal domestic fixture.

They have appeared on our fixture lists since the earliest days of the Club’s
existence. Since 1878-79 to be precise, and the fixture seems always to have
had more than its share of drama. Apart from diplomatic breaks in continuity,
we also lost the home fixture in 1901, because of the death of Queen Victoria.
For the sake of the historically meticulous, that was eleven days short of
seventy-six years ago. One of the earliest mentions of Neath in C. S. Arthur's
book occurs in the chapter covering 1897-98. It runs as follows: “In the match
we played against Neath at Cardiff in the beginning of the season we scored
54 points to nil. It is difficult to account for our loss at Neath, as we had our
best team out, but probably the loss of our full back, T. J. Williams, in the first
five minutes of the game partly accounted for it, and Joe Davies, the Neath full
back was a big stumbling block to our men, whilst they had a good half-back
named Powell.” That defeat by 9 pts. to nil, was one of the only three losses
suffered by that great team. Neath have been upsetting Cardiff teams ever since,
and are just the team to topple our lads from the crest they are riding at the
moment, should they allow any slackness or complacency to come into their
play. We lost at Neath in October by 13pts. - 19pts. after having had most of
the game, but allowing Neath to snatch the verdict by brilliantly capitalising on
some loose Cardiff play. So beware today lads, these boys in black haven't
come to Cardiff to get ar early viewing of Hubert Johnson’s daffodils. They have
some redoubtable players in their ranks, and it would be appropriate at this
point to congratulate Glyn Shaw on regaining his place in the victorious Welsh
XV, as well as bestowing the annual accolade on Gerald Davies and Gareth
Edwards.

CROESO CASTELL NEDD.

We have played Neath in total 159 times, winning 94 games and losing
48 games.

After the game against Llanelli 2 fortnight ago, the Cardiff Club made a
presentation to Phil Bennett in recognition of his appointment as captain of the
Welsh National XV. On the surface that should seem sufficient justification for
the presentation, but in reality it represents a much deeper appreciation of one
of Wales' great fly halves. For some seasons now | have held the belief that
Phil’s contribution to the great Llanelli team of recent years is much more than
that of a highly accomplished individual. In a side full of international players,
it has been his Rugby intellect and genius that has made the other fourteen
players display their gifts to the maximum of their ability and for the benefit of
the team. His fetching, carrying, distribution, prodding and probing are under-
rated assets of a man whose abilities as a line=kicker and place-kicker are taken

for granted. Andre Prévin means less to the London Philharmonic than Phil
Bennett does to the Llanelli Orchestral XV. May he soon wield the baton as
successfully over the Welsh XV, particularly if the players in that band accept
defeat with the grace that most of the Llanelli members did on the 8th of

January.
D JiH:

KNOW THE LAWS

By FRED CROSTER

A few more referees’ signals again this week. May | suggest that you keep
them by you for reference. See how many you manage to spot actually being
used. They have been issued to all referees on the list and it is hoped that they
will become universal throughout the world. Anything to make life easier.

If you are looking out for a signal to indicate TWO players being sent off,
don’t bother. They don’t exist. Doesn’t happen often. | cannot remember it
happening at any level, leave alone international level. Can you?

Penalty or Scrum back Line-out obstruction

FRANCE v. WALES
Saturday, 5th February, 1977

A limited number of tickets will be available for the above game. Will
Members/Season ticket holders wishing to take part in a ballot, please
submit post card, one name per card, giving name, address, membership
or season ticket number, to the office before 26th January.
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Centenary Banquet at Cardiff Castle
SATURDAY, 16th APRIL, 1977

We are aware that certain members have not as yet applied for
tickets for themselves and their guests for what will be the greatest
occasion in the history of the Club.

THIS IS THE LAST NOTICE YOU WILL HAVE

Applications must be submitted to Haydn Wilkins at the Club by

the 31st January, 1977. ) O ;
The tickets, costing approximately £10, will be dealt with in strict

rotation.
YOU HAVE BEEN WARNED!
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Water Treatment Plants

All types of Water Treatment Plants inctuding complete Water
Recovery and Recuirculation Systems, Filters, Softeners,
Demineralisers, Pumps and Chemical Dosing Units.

Anderson Water Equipment Ltd.

GRAHAM BUILDINGS, NEWPORT ROAD, CARDIFF
Telephone: 22848

- DOUBLE

DIAMOND
WORKS WONDERS !

X

FRANCE
v. WALES

PARC DES PRINCES, PARIS SATURDAY, 5th FEB., 1977

TOURS BY AIR - INDIVIDUALS & PARTIES

COUSINS TRAVEL

26 ALBANY ROAD, CARDIFF Tel (0222) 45222

PORT
PAINTERS LTD.

P P INCORPORATING COLORSCOPE BRIDGEND

Industrial and Marine Painting
and Decorating Contractors

EXCHANGE BUILDINGS
MOUNTSTUART SQUARE

CARDIFF  Tel 33970

THE SYMBOL

OF SERVICE

HEP’S

ENGINEERING LTD.

All types of Machining including:
Turning & Copy Turning, Milling,
Horizontal Boring, Vertical Boring,
Cylindrical Grinding, Surface Grinding,
Tool & Cutter Grinding,
Slotting & Planing, Fabricating & Welding
PLANT REPAIR RECLAMATION WORK SPECIALITY
WITH METAL SPRAYING & HARD CHROME FACING
Ipswich Road., off Colchester Avenue, Cardiff
CARDIFF 498416 (3 lines)

South Wales Caterers want the best — on time

— and we supply the best — on time. We have a modern

fleet of vehicles capable of giving a professional service

to the professional caterer. Frozen fish and vegetables,
fresh meat and poultry.

We have a daily delivery service to all parts of South Wales

ABERTAWE FOODS LIMITED

DUMBALLS ROAD, CARDIFF  Telephone 396111

PRINCE OF WALES DOCK, SWANSEA
Telephone 50797/8

STATION ROAD, ST. CLEARS, Carms. Telephone 606




to the

EXPOSE YOURSELVES

millions watching Welsh Rugby

Phone Derek Hale — Penarth 701077

arena sports advertising limited

Pay a visit to THE HOME IMPROVERS
after the game, opposite the Arms Park

For all your D.L.Y. PURCHASES,
LUXURY BATHROOMS, FITTED KITCHENS,
FITTED BEDROOMS and MUCH MUCH MORE

MORGAN EDWARDS (SANKEY) LTD.
9/10 WESTGATE ST., CARDIFF

Telephone Cardiff 45032
Also at Swansea, Newport and St. Clears

WALES LEADING SPORTS TRAVEL SPECIALIST
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& ED DRAGON ¥
" (TRAVEL) LIMITED A

Book all your travel and holiday requirements with
RED DRAGON (TRAVEL) LIMITED

10 CHURCH STREET, CARDIFF TEL. 22834

Also World Wide Business Travel Consultants

Come and roar at the Lions — with Barry John
Join our British Lions Supporters’ tours

YOUR RUGBY WORLD Is HERe|  Cardiff Neath (CARDIFF
15. M.OWEN D Tlhowgs, Full Back W. DAVIES 15. >ENI R HO
FRANCE v. WALES — 5th February, 1977 14. F-6-R-BAHES—(Captain) Right Wing E. REES 14. CE T E TEL
SCOTLAND v. WALES — 19th March, 1977| 13w MURPHY Right Centre J. POOLE 13. We’ re vour
Accommodation now available 12. A. FINLAYSON Left Centre D. COLE 12. y
11. C. CAMILLERI Left Wing A.ROSE 11. I_O al'
fio Biftish Liohs ic New Zbslsnd 10. Gareth DAVIES Outside] Half P. DAVIES 10. C °
follow thie B 9. B. WILLIAMS Inside Half REES 9. When you're at Cardiff Arms Park—
in 1977 — register now to ensure a place 1. G.WALLACE Forwdlls d SHAW 1 we're behind the North Stand!
2. M. WATKINS M. RICHARDS 2. szmfcek?eﬁerfor a drink a meal or
W.R.U. Tour to Australia 1978 3. M. KNILL R. LEWIS 3. Thari . M
nks in our two bars are at
Supporters Tour being planned 4. |. ROBINSON - D . \JEM" S‘H"HU.GHES 4. normal prices_Mea[S in the Restaurant
5. C. SMITH 2 - EUANSE_MOBRIARTY 5. are super, and wonderful value for
Ty 6. R. DUDLEY-JONES <. it AMNALLAUDER 6. money. And there’s a wide variety of
e R e 8. R.LANE M. MESSENGER 8. SDACHE MEiNe kofiee Shop:
7. T. WORGAN D. DAVEY 7. AVOld the‘scrum’
P. REES Replacements M. JENKINS d ®
® R. NEWMAN D. DAVIES =dan enjoy a
Today’s match ball b' f f '
John Cory Travel consted Ly itof comiort!
DOUBLE DEAMOND Cardiff Centre Hotel,
Mount Stuart House CLUB, CAERPHILLY Westgate Street.
i 1 27321 Tel: (0222) 388681.
Cardiff  Tel Referee: D. LLOYD (Nantyffyllon) ( (02}
(Official agents to W.R.U. and Cardiff RFC)

P. J. HENRY & SONS LTD.

51 WHITCHURCH ROAD, CARDIFF

Telephone : 21410

High Class Bakers, Confectioners and Caterers
CATERERS TO THE CARDIFF ATHLETIC CLUB

WELSH GLASS WORKS LTD.

DUMBALLS ROAD, CARDIFF Tel. 40224

SHOPFRONT BREAKAGES PROMPTLY REPLACED
COPPER Backed Mirrors, Table Tops, Shelves, Finger
Plates, Aluminium Windows, Patio Doors, Screens,

Double Glazed Units.
Safety Glass — Beta Louvres
Window Glass for every purpose
Cut to Customers’ Sizes

Open Saturday 8 a.m. to 12 noon
No Parking Problem

Where the
cider makeyr’s art /&

is still BLACK"

recognised...
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Good value
Good honest
Allbright
Bitter

" THE BEST WAY
TO TACKLE YOUR ¢
PARTY PROBLEMS ;i {;

CONTACT i

CIubDoubleDzamond

MILL ROAD. CAERPHILLY.GLAM. TEL: 867616

DANCING. CABARET. RESTAURANT BUFFET BAR
PARTIES. STAFF FUNCTIONS. SOCIAL EVENINGS
CLUB DANCES. DINNER DANCES. BUFFET DANCES

Accommodation for up to 900 Special Terms for large parties and fund raising charit
\ Write or call for details

ﬁ

YOUR BEST BUY FOR ALL SEASONS
SHEEPSKIN — SUEDE
LEATHER — PIGSKIN COATS
Now the greatest commodity value in
the world
Top quality at prices you can afford
Visit us to see the
finest selection in the country

2 PELLETT S'IZREET, 'CARDIFF
Telephones 29821, 22787/8

CARDIFF RUGBY CLUB
HISTORY & STATISTICS 1876-1975

“THE GREATEST”
By Danny Davies

- Now on sale from the Sales Caravan at entrance to Clubhouse

PRICE £3.00 (by post £3.67)

NOW AVAILABLE !!!
CARDIFF RUGBY CLUB
CENTENARY BROCHURE

(Fully llustrated)
PRICE £1 (p. & p. extra)

RUGBY INTERNATIONAL

Saturday, 19 March, 1977

SCOTLAND
V.

WALES

“Specials” to
EDINBURGH from
Cardiff, Rhondda,

Merthyr and Rhymney

Valley Stations

Party Organisers write now for
full details to the Divisional
Manager, British Rail Western,
Passenger Travel Office, Brunel
House, 2 Fitzalan Road, Cardiff.

-

CARDIFF RUGBY
SUPPORTERS
CLUB

Our intended trips for the
coming season are:

Cost per
DATE VENUE person
1977
Feb. 15 Llanelli £1.50

19 Ebbw Vale £1.00
April 2 Gloucester £1.50

Social Events :
Dec. 10 Annual Dinner

% A limited number of tickets will be
available on this trip for the Festival
of 1,000 Voices at the Albert Hall.
Tickets £1.75.




Cwmciddy Restaurant
& Free House Tavern

AIRPORT ROAD, BARRY
Telephone : Barry 2892

———e00l00—

Travelling West?

Enjoy the hospitality of a fine tavern, excellent
steaks, cold buffet, good wines and variety
of beers

FIRST XV FIXTURES

1976 Sat. 18 Cardiff Coll. (Cup) H 42-16

SEPTEMBER Mon. 27 Crawshays XV H 40-16
Wed. 1 Llandaff H 40-3 1977
Sat. 4 Sevens Tournament H.........
Wed. 8 Bristol A 24-3 JANUARY

Sat. 11 Wolfhounds XV H 9-20 Mon. 3 Pontypool H P
Wed. 15 Penarth H 62-15 Sat. 8 Llanelli (Cup) H 25-15
Sat. 18 Coventry H 25-12 Sat. 15
Wed. 22 Sat. 22 Neath [ ek e
Sat. 25 Overseas Sat. 29 Aberavon H.coeise:

International XV* H 24-13
’ FEBRUARY

Wed. 29 Aberavon A 10-14 gat' 12 gove"t%d Bl LT
OCTOBER at. ontypri H.........
Sat. 2 Argentine H 25-29 Wed. 15 Llanelli Alaeeiinse
Sat. 9 Northampton A 20-16 Sat. 19 Ebbw Vale Ay
Wed. 13 Bristol H 26-0 Sat. 26 W.R.U. Cup

Sat;1 ;g (Blar;lbriddge Un. (am) R ;?-g MARCH
yred. ridgern 7 Sat. 5 London Welsh o
\SA?;H gg nggltehqums ﬁ%g}; gat. ]Ig Scot. Co-optimists* H.........

i at.

at. |0 Haly Hig4-22 Wed. 23 Bridgend Rt e
NOVEMBER Sat. 26 Newport Az
Wed. 3 Pontypool A 4-15 APRIL

Sat. 6 Oxford University H 50-16 Sat 2 Gloucester A

gat. ;g itabw Va|e(c ) n %i"; Sat. 9 Barbarians s

at. eraman (Cup - SIS L
Sat. 27 Lianelli H 417 Mon, L BYloquin Hoooooeno
DECEMBER Wed. 20 Swansea R .
Sat 4 Swansea A 28-13 Sat. 23 Sydney* Honon
Wed. 8 Newport H 14-12 Sat. 30 W.R.U. Cup
Sat. 11 Moseley H 24-18 MAY/JUNE World Tour

BIGD

SALTED PEANUTS RiBEEs
SNAKPAK FOOD PRODUCTS, CARDIFF

CARDIFF RfC.
CENTENARY
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Cardiff bt
Rugby Football Club
on their centenary.

BRAINS

We're still brewing traditional draught beer.
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YOURS INTERNATIONALLY!

SEER SPORTS

INTERNATIONAL LTD.

56 COWBRIDGE ROAD EAST, CARDIFF
Telephone: 24880

Sole suppliers of Sports Equipment to CARDIFF RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB
* * *
We supply most of Wales’' leading Rugby Clubs, may we supply YOU
* & %
The famous ‘SEER-LUXE’ Rugby Jerseys are available ONLY FROM US
as used by Cardiff, Newport, Bridgend, etc. etc.
* & &
CLUB BADGES AND CLUB TIE SPECIALISTS
MADE UP TO YOUR OWN DESIGNS

Special discounts for Clubs!

Haigland Line OQut

Full Back

Fly Half
Don’t be vague. Go tackle a Haig.

Provincial Printing & Publishing Co. Ltd., Cardiff




