Saturday, 5th September, 1987
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7
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Kick Off 3.00 p.m.

30p

Today’s Match Sponsors are

SHERATON J.T. LTD.

70 Prince Street,
Bristol BS1 4HU




PRIGES PAID
FOR UNWANTED

If you have used, unwanted 45 gallon size steel drums anywhere in your plant,
let us know — they could be worth money to you! We will inspect and purchase
outright if they are in suitable condition. Any quantity bought. So — save space

— make money!

AVONMOUTH
Tel: 0272-823584

LONDON
Tel: 01-594 5631

MANCHESTER
Tel: 061-872 1871
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SCOTLAND
Tel:041-889 2171
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A BLAGDEN INDUSTRIES COMPANY

Headquarters:
Memorial Ground,
Filton Avenue, Horfield, Bristol BS7 0AQ
Telephone: 0272 514448

Officers:

President

Immediate Past President
Hon. General Secretary
Hon. Treasurer
Chairman

T.A.B. Mahoney, T.D.
A .B. Johnson

T. Wynne Jones

].S. Marsh, J.P.

E.J. Blackman

Vice Chairman A.E. Ramsey
Captain 1st XV N.J. Pomphrey
Vice Captain Ist XV R. Knibbs
Captain United XV J. Watson
Fixture Secretary B.W. Redwood
Membership Secretary J.E. Wilson
Team Secretary 1st XV D.J. Skinner
Team Secretary United XV R. Mayo
Team Secretary Colts H.W. Maddock
Hon. Social Treasurer S.F. Kemp
Comimnittee:
M. Baker R. Hesford D.W. Neate
M. Blackmore A.]. Holmes D.H. Taylor
R. Brookes G. Lovell D.E. Whittle
K.R. Coggins A.].G. Morley, M.B.E.

Sub-Committee:

Selection A. Ramsey
Social A.J. Holmes
Grounds D. Taylor
Publicity R. Brookes
Supporters Representative G. Lovell
Schools Liaison K. Coggins
Combination Representative T.W. Jones
Hospitals Broad cast Representative A. Morley
New Stand A.]. Holmes
Colts D. Taylor




Pegsex of Wristol

* Luxury Coaches
* Double-Deck Coaches
* Rapide Coaches

* Free quotation without

obligation

Easton Road,
Tawrence Bill,

Bristol BS5 OEZ.
0272) 558433

‘CONGRATULATIONS
ON YOUR
CENTENARY

Manager: Lorcan Clifford,
19 Whiteladies Road, Clifton, Bristol BS8 1PB
Telephone: (0272) 731306

Branches throughout the country.




ON THE BALL...
FOR ALL CLASSES
OF INSURANCE

INSURANCE GROUP

INCORPORATING PHOENIX ASSURANCE
Kings Orchard, 1 Queen Street

St. Philips, Bristol BSZ2 OHW
Telephone: Bristol 279660

, 'SUN ALLIANCE

Contact RICHARD HARDING at

BLACK HORSE AGENCIES
- Aldel' KiIlg (Incorporating Stanley Alder & Price and King Miles)

ESTATE AGENTS - SURVEYORS - AUCTIONEERS

Buying or selling a house

We want to help you. We know we can
help you. Satisfied clients are our best
recommendation. Contact us NOW.

Free valuations

You will want to know what your
property is worth. Our valuation and
advice about selling is free.
Mortgages

Are you getting the best deal? Ring us
for a quote without obligation. We are
experts and will find you the best terms
simply and quickly.

Surveys

It is best to play safe when you are
buying a house. Whatever survey you
need, our qualified surveyors can do it.

Contact Richard Harding on
(0272) 735071 or (0272) 429131
or at The Memorial Ground

We like rugby and support it!

We sell lots of houses near here
and throughout Bristol, Bath and
surounding counties.

Unrivalled local selling power
for your property with superb city and
country coverage; linked regional net-
work throughout Avon, Somerset,
Gloucestershire, Wiltshire, Dorset and
East Devon—40 offices plus and growing;
part of the expanding Lloyds Bank
national network of Estate Agents, the
Black Horse Agencies group, with more
than 400 offices nationwide.

We are also big in... offices, shops,
industrial premises, land for development
ofallkinds, investments, businesses and
licensed property, lettings and property
management... in fact any property
matter. If you think we might be able

to assist you, don't hestitate, contact

Richard Harding on (0272) 735071/429131

or Grant Watson on (0272) 299151.




You can depend on

Tincknells

For prompt and reliable supply of
Shell Fuel and Lubricants to the
home, farm
and industry —

PHONE
AVONMOUTH 827461

Distributors for Shell U.K. Oil @
BROOKING, RUSE & CO.

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
“Charterhouse™, 157, Redland Road,
3 Beaconsfield Road, Redland,
Weston-Super-Mare. Bristol.

Tel: (0934) 22466/7 Tel: (0272) 745197

. ’é ,
aﬂﬂw sports superstore

38 PARK STREET, BRISTOL. BS1 5)G Tel: 0272 264852

Supplier’s of Kit and Millj RUGBY B-AIILS

to BRISTOL FOOTBALL CLUB

HOLMES MARRIOTT LIMITED

INSURANCE, FINANCE AND MORTGAGE BROKERS

Membaer of
THE BRITISH

INSURANCE
BROKERS’

(FORMERLY A. W.COOPER INSURANCE LIMITED) ASSOCIATION

WE ARE A TOTALLY INDEPENDENT COMPANY
OFFERING IMPARTIAL ADVICE ON ALL CLASSES
OF PERSONAL AND BUSINESS INSURANCES.

ALL MAJOR INSURERS AND LLOYDS ARE REPRESENTED
WITH A COMPUTERISED QUOTATION SYSTEM GIVING
THE MAXIMUM SELECTION FOR ALL TYPES OF MOTOR
INSURANCES.
IMMEDIATE COVER WITH CREDIT AND FINANCE
FACILITIES AVAILABLE.
JUST PHONE: BRISTOL 694401 [5 LINES]

AND ASK FOR PAUL HOME, STEVE PRING OR SUE READ

OR CALL BELOW — AMPLE FREE PARKING

77 GLOUCESTER ROAD NORTH,
FILTON, BRISTOL. BS12 7PN



Cabots Notes

Dear Fellow Rugby Nutters,

For those of you of a statistical bent, and so far as Bristol in its centenary year is con-
cerned most of you are, you will be delighted to know that contrary to popular belief Old
Cabot is alive and well. He will delight or torment you in all our home programmes this
season and, if that were not enough, you will have the (dubious) privilege of hearing him on
the microphone for a lot of those games. How lucky can you be!

Looking Back.

Our first game at home is against Cardiff, and how appropriate that is. Our lovely
Memorial Ground was opened in 1921 and our first opponents then were our old friends
Cardiff. Let me give some background to that game.

We had played Cardiff 50 times before 24th September, 1921 and of those games we
had won only 4. Out of 861 points we had contributed 147 and we had never won at
Cardiff. Everything, therefore, pointed to a royal occasion — Cardiff the King — when the
newly named Memorial Ground held its first home game.

It was a great day — perhaps the greatest ever in the Club’s history. Huge efforts spear-
headed by Frank Cowlin had built a superb ground, the like of which had not been seen
before in the West Country. The players captained by Pickles must have had a keen sense
of the occasion — superb weather and playing conditions and the largest crowd ever to
watch a game of rugby in Bristol. What a thrill to run out on such an occasion and, in a
very real sense, to pay tribute to friends who had died in that dreadful war, only three
brief years away.

_Cardiff brought their strongest side and by all accounts were confident of success.
Bristol on the other hand in spite of high margin victories over Stroud and Weston had not
looked convincing. On the big day, however, there was an inspiration, some special sense
of the occasion, which made the Bristol performance sublime. Gone was the ordinariness,
the regular acceptance of defeat at the hands of Cardiff. In its place was a resolution and a
spirit ( who says winning rugby matches is not in the mind?) that gave the 4000 supporters
who came over from Cardiff a sense that Bristol were a vastly di%ferent proposition from
now on.

It was an even struggle for three quarters of the game. But that was triumph itself for
Bristol. Having realised they could hold their own and need not be overawe they really
let it go in the last quarter and finished as 19 - 3 winners. The Bristol pack, trained to an
unaccustomed degree of fitness, were excellent and Pickles, Quick and Corbett were a
lively and effective force behind the scrum. Reg Quick, by the way, was the scorer of the
first try on the Memorial Ground.

Today, 113 matches later, we again welcome Cardiff in our centenary year. Nigel
Pomhrey and his men, leading on aggregate by 30 points in home matches since 1980 do
not have Everest to overcome today but it is still a mighty peak. Let’s hope they can emulate
their predecessors of 67 years ago. More important, let’s hope they play the game in all the
brilliant attractiveness shown on the opening day of the Memorial Ground.

The BRISTOL RUGBY FOOTBALL SCHOOLS UNION are anxious to trace the under-
mentioned persons who played for England in the periods stated

18/19 Group: (1950) Richards G.B.; (1970) Ford P.G.

14/15/16 Group: (1925) Wallington F.P.; Williams A.; Wilshire J.; (1928) Roberts A.G.;
Rogers L.; (1929) George G.; Shearman A.; (1931) Lovell A.; Marsh A; (1935) Evans E.D.;
Vallis R.H.F.; (1937) Hussey J.; Oxley J.B.; (1939) Cusden H.; Edwards M.; Swain P
(1946) Bigwood G.; (1947) Bradley M.S; Smith C.H.; (1948) Cole R.F.; (1950) Tyrell K.;
51’?51) Pople K.; (1958) Spratt D; (1961) Blake C.W.; (1965) Binham P.A.; (1981) Clark

If you have knowledge of any of the above please contact Mr. Keith Gee, 88 Stackpool
Road, Bristol BS3 INW with an address and telephone number if possible.

Visitors Notes
THE BRISTOL — CARDIFF ASSOCIATION

It appears that Cardiff’s association with Bristol began on day one of the West Country
Club as it is known today. The attachment dates back to the very formation of the Club
which was due primarily to the initiative of the former Cardiff Secretary, Charlie Arthur,
and A.R. Walbrook, who was to become Bristol’s first Hon. Secretary. The inaugural match
took place on The Arms Park on 6th October, 1888. Cardiff won that game by the old
scoring method of 9 goals and 5 tries to nil. Since that memorable day, the Clubs have
always been the greatest of friends and have thoroughly enjoyed the very healthy rivalry
that exists between them.

Testimony to this relationship was later demonstrated when Bristol requested Cardiff
to open their present Memorial Ground in tribute to their former players who had fallen in
the Great War of 1914-18. The game was played on 24th September, 1921, and in his book
on the history of The Cardiff Club the late Danny Davies, who played in the game, stated
that Bristol fielded a splendid team which included L.J. Corbett and R.C. Pickles in the
centre and one of the best hookers in English Rugby history, ]J.S. Tucker. The half-time
score was 3 all, but Bristol’s pressure in the second half saw a good Cardiff side beaten by
19 points to 3 by the better home side.

The next milestone in the long association occured on 16th October, 1946, when the
teams met at the Memorial Ground to celebrate the Silver Jubilee of the opening. A feature
of this game was the fact that Bristol requested Cardiff to include in its side the great
Haydn Tanner who was teaching in Bristol at the time. This the Cardiff Club did, and so
the game was Tanner’s first in the famous Blue and Black. Cardiff reversed the results of
the ground’s opening game and ran out winners by 24 - 0. Another feature of that game was
the fact that Cardiff’s historian Danny Davies who had played in the opening game in 1921
returned as a Committee man in 1946 and was invited to kick off. This, by his own admission,
he didn’t do very successfully, although stone cold sober, but he thoroughly enjoyed the
proceedings of the day.

A further strengthening of the bond of friendship came in a series of 5 floodlight games
which were played at Ashton Gate and Ninian Park respectively. The first of this series in
Bristol on 24th October, 1956, was won by Cardiff 20 points to 13 and brought these
comments from J.B.G. Thomas of the Western Mail “A brilliant display of exhilarating
open rugby football in the highest traditions of the two Clubs and crowned the Bristol
Rugby Venture into the floodlit world” Bristol proved to be the better exponents of the
floodlit game however, with 3 wins, 1 draw and 1 defeat from the 5 encounters.

In between all these highlights, of course, the normal fixtures played have produced a
quality of excellence second to none and have proved marvellous spectator entertainment.
Many has been the occasion when the rafters have been ringing at both The Arms Park and
The Memorial Ground. Indeed a nonentertaining unenterprising Bristol-Cardiff encounter
has been about as unusual as seeing a photograph of Lord Lucan riding Shergar, and that’s
a very rare commodity, you must agree. Some 162 games have been played over these
100 years with 124 wins to Cardiff and 30 to Bristol, with the remaining 8 drawn. Victory
at Cardiff is a rarity indeed for Bristol, having achieved such a result on only 4 occasions,
1922, 1928, 1931 and 1972. The game on the Arms Park of February, 1979, wasabandoned
a few minutes after half-time with the visitors facing a howling and icy wind. A double,
therefore, has become an extra luxury and this has only come their way on 3 occasions.

So what does the second 100 years hold for the Bristol — Cardiff association? First and
foremost, as far as we are concerned, we are only too delighted to begin this second
centenary and hope that its generations will be as regally entertained as have been the
generations of the past 100 years. Centenaries are there to be enjoyed both on and off the
field and I am sure Bristol Rugby Club will do the City proud on both accounts. What
better on-field activity could they achieve than a fourth double over their cross-channel
opponents? If they do, it will be well deserved because we, in turn, will be doing our utmost
to prevent such a happening starting this very afternoon.

To Bristol, then, on behalf of all at the Cardiff Club, we pay tribute to your magnificent
contribution to the cause of English Rugby in the past. We sincerely hope that the next
100 years will be as momentous, glorious and as enjoyable as the first 100, particularly so
in the superb: relationship that exists between our Clubs.

PETER NYHAN.

J




FOR CONFIDENTIAL ADVICE ON:

INVESTMENT & INSURANCE

contact ALAN MORLEY on Bristol 279729

Insurance Brokers &
Licensed Dealers in Securities
The Colston Centre, Colston Street,

®
dmﬁ
Eﬁ @ES Bristol BS1 4XE. Tel: Bristol 279729 [6 lines]

The Tauldron
Restaurant

19 THE MALL,
CLIFTO
BRISTO

Telephone 731522

)

)

EQUIPU

Office Equipment, Business Systems
Communications & Computers
EQUIPU PLC
184 Hotwell Road, Bristol BS8 4SG
Tel. (0272) 277551 (10 lines)
and at
Bath e Bournemouth e Cardiff ® Truro
Cheltenham e Gloucester « Newton Abbot

Portsmouth e Swansea ¢ Newbury

Swindon e Southampton

SPECIAUSTI FOS AUTOMATIC APPLIAMCES

HORDERS
OF BRISTOL

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

371 Gloucester Road
Bristol BS7 8TW
Tel: 424786 & 424670

r Club Notes

29th December, 1934. The Bristol Club have always been on the very friendliest terms with the
Cardiff Club, and it is certain that when the Bristol Club first began operations they had much to
thank Cardiff for, and nothing was too much for them to do, to help to put the Bristol Club on its
feet. Since that time, of course, the baby has grown strong and very virile, as Cardiff will be the
first to testify, until now, it would be very right to suggest that both Clubs regard each other as
amongst the best fixtures on their card. The Cardiff Club have always endeavoured to display the
finest features of Welsh rugger, and it would not be patting them on the back to say that they are
the most consistent Club in the Principality. Results are not all-important to them. Of course to be
on the winning side is their principal aim, and to achieve this they do everything in their power, but
never on the battering ram idea. Their history and records show that they have always reckoned
brains to beat brawn, and their name stands high all over the world, not because of the matches they
have won, but because of the manner in which their games have been played and the number of
brilliant men the Club have turned out. Bristol welcomes the Cardiff team, its officers and supporters.

Saturday, 5th September, 1987. The sentiments expressed over fifty years ago still hold good
today. Cardiff continue to go from strength to strength and are the Welsh Cup holders. They are
synonomous with style, panache, winning with modesty and being solicitous to old friends. This
latter characteristic being shown by their readiness to visit us on the first Saturday of our Centenary
season.

We thank Peter Nyhan, John Mason and ‘Cabot’ for their articles. One fact their researches have
not shown is that the first game played on their new pitch at Cardiff Arms Park (the old cricket
ground) was between the Athletic and Bristol United.

During the Summer Richard Harding and Jon Webb represented England in the inaugural World
Cup. We congratulate them both with a special word for Jon on gaining his first ‘cap’. The Club wish
to thank Arnold Johnson for providing our ball boys with their smart new track suits. Our players
wish to thank Inter-Craft Designs for their help with training equipment. We would also like to thank
Mr. Paternoster of Harris Sports Superstore for supplying the Centenary kit.

The B.F.C. Centenary Book — Rugby, Bristol Fashion by Chris Ducker may be purchased from
the Club Shop or Supporters Kiosks. Orders by post to the Hon. Gen. Sec. B.F.C. accompanied by
Postal Orders or Cheques £8.50 plus 50p for postage. The Club wishes to thank all who have
contributed to the Centenary season activities. Finally to Nigel, Ralph and John and all the Players
we wish all success and trust they will be able to play the daring, inventive Rugby that is called Bristol
Fashion.

SV OZRENRSND O UL

Teams

BRISTOL CARDIFF
Yellow/Brown/Slate Grey ~ Both teams playing in Blue & Black
their original colours.

JONATHON WEBB X Full Back MIKE RAYER 15
JOHN CARR Right Wing GERALD CORDLE 14
JOHN WATSON Right Centre ALAN DONOVAN 13
RALPH KNIBBS Left Centre RICHARD CARDUS 12
DOUG WOODMAN Left Wing ADRIAN HADLEY 11
MARK TAINTON Outside Half GERAINT JOHN 10
RICHARD HARDING X Scrum Half CHRIS HUTCHINGS 9
JOHN DOUBLEDAY Forwards ROBERT BILTON 1
KEVIN BOGIRA ALAN PHILLIPS 2
DARYL HICKEY STEVE BLACKMORE 3
NIGEL POMPHRY (Capt.) MIKE PARRY 4
MATHEW SKUSE ROBERT NORSTER 5
DEREK EVES TIM CROWTHERS 6
GEOF CRANE ROBERT LAKIN 7
PETER POLLEDRI PETER CRANE 8
PAUL JEFFEREY Replacement:  ROBERT WILLIAMS 16
PHIL ADAMS TONY JONES 17

Touch Judge: Referee: Touch Judge:

ANDY CLARKE FRED HOWARD TONY WILLIAMS

(Liverpool Society)

X Indicates International

Many thanks today to our Ball Sponsors
JOHN'S OF BRISLINGTON (JOHN NEW) FRUIT, VEG & FLORIST,
12 Sandy Park Road, Brislington, Bristol. Telephone 712917

For Ball Sponsorship Telephone 570858




———Supporters Notes

Supporters Club Committee Officers 1987/88

President: K. Coggins. Hon. Sec.: A. Powell. Chairman: M.Evans.
Hon. Treasurer: J. Kemp. Hon. Membership Sec.: D. Kinnersley.
Profile of a Supporter.

He was born and bred a Cornishman and his love of rugby started as a
school-boy scrum-half; he went on to play for the Penzance/Newlyn Club
(“The Pirates”) where for some reason he acquired the nickname “Hooker™!
He later played representative rugby while serving in the R.AF. and took part
in a cup-winning run during his National Service. On return to civilian life his
playing career continued with Hayle, where he played mostly at full-back.

As a supporter, he followed County Rugby for many years (Cornwall was
his first love, naturally; a trip to Coventry for a County Final was a very fond
memory). He also followed Barnstaple Club when his work took him for a spell
in North Devon.

He had a passion for most sports and, for a short while, followed Bristol City
when he and wife Maureen and daughter Susan moved to Bristol. However,
once he had established where Filton Avenue was, he became a Bristol regular
and was recruited into the Supporters Club on a coach trip to Bridgend. Indeed
there were very few coach trips that he and Maureen missed and he was co-opted
as a steward for the trips to the John Player Cup Finals in 1983 and 1984. He
was also a steady if unspectacular opening bat for the Supporters Club cricket
team and a useful medium pacer who could bowl very tidily in those “limited
over” matches. He was elected onto the Supporters Club Committee in 1983
and appointed as Honorary Secretary in 1984 — a suitable culmination to his
rugby career. Unlike most of us, he always insisted it was indeed an “honour to
serve on the Supporters Committee and he had as much pride in Bristol Rugby
Club as any person you could meet, attending and assisting at functions and
serving in the Club Shop.

A\s a rugby enthusiast he was probably more appreciative of the skills of
scrum-half and the pack than any other aspect of play and Richard Harding,
John Doubleday and Mike Rafter, among many others, were his favourite
players. IHis greatest quality above all was ap ability to communicate with
everybody and leave them fecling indefinably more hopeful and cheerful. Many
young players have appreciated a pat on the back from this cheery Cornishman
and a “Well played, Matthew™ (or “Jon™, “Darryl” or whoever) after a hard
game, no matter what the result.

Mike Hosking died in June at the tragically carly age of 50 and we would like
to extend our deepest sympathy to Maureen and Susan while saying, in turn,
“Well played, Mike ™!

Do You Remember?

Wednesday, September 10th, 1986 (Home). Bristol 27: tries: Harding,
Collings, Carr, Polledri, Knibbs: conversions: Tainton |2]: penalties: Tainton

|1]. Cardiff 14.

\—

J. & J.S.

J
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CRISPS — NUTS — BAR SUNDRIES — FROZEN FOODS
INDIVIDUAL MEALS — GATEAUX
CAMPBELL’S READY MEALS
SIMPSON FAST FOODS - CATERDISH
COFFEE — DOUWE EGBERTS

Wholesale Distributors to the Licensed,

Catering and Retail Trade

Unit 20,
Knightcott Industrial Estate,
Banwell,
Avon.
. Tel: Banwell (0934) 823857

A. T. NARBETT

157 Fulford Road, Hartcliffe, Bristol BS13 OAH
Telephone: (0272) 640781




A Bristol Bias Is Born

JOHN MASON.

Not even Tom Mahoney, whose consuming loyalty to Bristol is surpassed only by the
warmth of that welcoming smile and booming greeting, was present on 6th October, 1888.
(That was the day that Bristol introduced themselves to the burgeoning world of Rugby
Union and the destination was Cardiff. Tom would not have enjoyed the defeat that follow-
ed: a substantial, no-nonsense 24 - nil). Nor was the admirable T.A.B. Mahoney, one-time
hooker, prop, touchjudge, team secretary, committee man, secretary and now, in this, the
Centenary season, Bristol’s President, directly involved some 66 years ago on another
historic day for the club: 24th September, 1921, the official opening of the Memorial
Ground, which, mud and all, was served as a magnet, attracting the best rugby can offer and,
because human nature is what it is and rugby is a fierce body-contact game, some of the
warts, too.

Cardiff, of course, were the first visitors to the Memorial Ground. That afternoon,
against the Corbetts and the Quicks, the Shaws and the Tuckers, Cardiff were beaten 19 - 3.
Some 40 years later I came to know Len Corbett well and though he was modest to the
point of reticence about his playing exploits, which included being the first Bristol player
to captain England, he did refer affectionately to that defeat of Cardiff. “Backs ran — a
lot”, he said in those clipped tones of his. "Mind you, had to. Got plenty of the pill. Didn’t
want to be told off by Mervyn (Shaw) afterwards, or Fred (Coventry), or Sam (Tucker),
come to that! Enjoyed m’dinner that night”. In case of any remote doubts or should mem-
ories need to be refreshed, Messrs Shaw, Coventry and Tucker were formidable forwards
who, between them, played over 900 games for the club. “I tended to agree with them”;
the redoutable Corbett admitted with a twinkle, umpteen years later.

Hard though it is, I will resist the temptation to prolong the stroll down Memory Lane
other than to offer a couple of personal reminiscences. In the matters of facts and figures
and an informed excursion through Bristol’s crowded, exciting years, the job is much better
done by Chris Ducker. His Centenary history is a splendid tribute to all concerned, not
least the author, whose industry and perception in pursuing the duties I did my best to
discharge for the Evening Post, leave me admiringly breathless.

I would like, instead, briefly to share the affection and respect I have for the Bristol
club, an institution (in its most complimentary sense) which has been a major factor in my
life. Those surreptitious visits by an errant schoolboy, who should have been elsewhere,
gave the Memorial Ground an air of tingling, apprehensive excitement that, 40 years on,
has not entirely evaporated. Breaking school bounds — we were boarders — to watch rugby
must sharpen the senses. You become acutely aware of your surrounds at all times, donily
so having spotted your housemaster in the milling crowd. There was an absurd compulsion,
by way of disguise, to cheer for the opposition. But it was Gloucester, and Willie Jones was
dropping goals from everywhere, so I didn’t. Got to get the priorities right. Being paid now
to watch the game, though considerably better than working, does not always set the taste
buds, or whatever, spilling over in quite the same way.

Ever since I told Mike Ellery at Colston’s School, Stapleton, in our Third Form year — |
was a precocious 13 at the time — that | intended to become a journalist, specialising in
Sport, of course, I count myself extremely fortunate. Remarka.{lly maestro Ellery, who
re-wrote Bristol’s try-scoring records until overtaken by another Colstonian, the forthright,
try-hungry Alan Morley, the world record-holder for tries in a career, listened and has
remembered. He has even been known to re-tell the tale of Mason’s ambition. Mind you,
should anyone ever have required instruction about acquiring determination and a competi-
tive edge, Ellery was your man. His verbal battles with the late Ronnie Morris, then Bristol’s
chairman of selectors, were masterpieces of ferocious debate. Ronnie always had the last
word on the longer trips home after away games — he went to sleep.

Inadvertently, Mike also provided me with an early lesson in the art of never appearing
to be surprised by the tum of events, a distinctly useful journalistic trait, Bristol’s one-time
record try-scorer scarcely played rugby at school. True, he was regarded as a runner — yes,
he beat me, too — which, among other things, also shows that selectors even devoted school-
masters, wedded to the game, are fallible. It was Cleve that set Ellery on the road to becom-
ing, in my opinion, the best wing threequarter NEVER to have played for England in the
course of a 10 season senior career.

Though I do not believe that either Bristol or Cardiff contain the results in their official
records, Ellery was the star of those floodlit matches between the club at Ninian Park —
perhaps Ashton Gate, too, though the match there I best remember was against Tony
O’Reilly’s XV in the autumn of 1958 in my general reporting days. Nor did I play truant to
be there! Bristol won twice at Ninian Park — was it an Ellery hat-trick? I think so — so may-
be those inhibitions which began on October 6th, 1888, were ill-founded after all. I would
like to think so. But then, I have a Bristol bias born a long time ago. ‘““Come on, Bris!”.

COURAGE

—— WESSEX —

Are pleased to be associated with Bristol R.F.C.
and wish them every success.

I1'N G § O Gl EnTeY e

" From Floral Dance
to Highland Reel

Bristol & West savers
are everywhere.

@ From Helston to Braemar, all over the
/ “/  country, you'l find a warm welcome in our

/ ) ™ ~ =
N P - / 170 branches and over 300 agencies.
e 8
F
Head Office: Broad Quay, Bristol BS99 7AX. Tel: Bristol 0272294271. B RISTOL & WEST
See Yellow Pages for details of your nearest branch. BUILDING soc i ET Y
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1st XV Dec. 5 BOAWRS: &+ ¢ o o & e oo H 9 Leicester. . .. ........ A
12 Barnstaple . . . . .. ... .. H 16 BBEH ol e oo s el :
19 Worcester . . . . . . o+ o o o H 23 \év‘as:s.f. d """" (.V\; d) 0
2 nderford. . .. ... ed.
1987 1988 26 CHIOR SN o ey s A 2 s s o
Sept. 1 | Cheltenham . . . .. (Tues,) |A Jan. 1 | Clifton. ........ (Fri) |[H 3.00 SOE Carcit i L
5 Cardiff , . H 3.00 2 Bedford . . S A
12 Newport H 3.00 9 Coventry . . H 3.00
19 Swansea . A 16 Aberavon, . . A
22 Weston-sup A t 23 John Player Cu . Y . .
26 | Gloucester H 3.00 30 | Northhampton . . H 3.00 Abbreviations for 1st XV Fixture list:
30 Met. Police H 7,15 Feb. - 5 Gloucester , . . .. .. (Fri.) | A
Oct. 3 London Irish, A t 13
10 Wasps. . . H 3.00 20 Richmond . . ... ... ... A = h i hi t John Player Cup
17 Bath A t 27 Saracens . H 3.00 C.C.C. = Courage Club Championship Y
21 The Barba H 7.15 Mar, 1 Cardiff . . . A )
24 Sale. . ... H 3.00 4 Kelso. . ... A
31 Nottingham . . A 6 Selkirk . . . .. A
Nov. 4 Glam, Wanderers . A 12 London Scottish A
7 Bridgend ., . . . . H 3.00 18 Begles Bordeaux, . H 7.15
14 Orrell., . . .. A 22 Clifton . . . .. A
21 London Welsh . A t 26 Rosslyn Park. H 3.00
28 S.W, Police. . H 3.00 Apr. o) Bath o H 3.00
Dec. 5 Newport . A 4 Glam. Wanderers H 3.00 lNDUSTR'A L TAPE C 0.
12 Moseley H 3.00 9 Leicester. . . . H 3.00
19 Leicester A 12 Exeter . . ... A
26 Weston-super-Mare . . . . . . H 3.00 16 Harlequins . . A
28 Llanelll. . . .. ....(Mon,) |H 3.00 20 Stroud . . . A
23 Coventry. . ‘ A ) . B . .
t 30 | Waterloo. . ...... H 3.00 Sport Tape — just ¢ part of our wide range of self adhesive
1 tapes for industrial domestic, and leisure applications
SHEPTON MALLET 4941
Sept, 2 Nelson!, .7 o v s . (Wed.) A Jan. 2
5 Cardiff Ath. . A 9 cCoventry 'A’, . e e e A
12 Newport United. . . . . ... A 16 DKWL [ U NS e e il ke H 3,00
19 Bridgend Ravens . ., .. ... H 3.00 23 Richmond Vikings . .. . .. H 3.00
26 Gloucester United. . . .. .. A 30 Plymouth Ex. 1st. . . . . . . A
Oct. 3 Abercarns s s s H 3.00 Feb. 6 Gloucester United. . . . . .. H 3.00
10 Wasps Vandals. . . ... ... A 13 CardifEAth. . oo . e H 3.00
17 Bath United . . H 3.00 17 Berey I, - ¢ . o s (Wed.) A
§ o LSRR P. N. H. POMPHREY & sous o
31 Nottingham Centaurs. . . . . H 3.00 27 Neath Ath.. . . . ....... H 3.00 ° L4 L
Nov. 7 Rosslyn Park 2nds . . .. .. A Mar. 2 Bristol Combination .(Wed.) H 6.30 ;
11 Combination Cup Winners 5 Scottish Tour GARAGE EQUIPMENT ENG'S.
Avonmouth . . . ... (Wed.) H 7.15 12 Blaing: 1.7 455 . Dlaaatl o« s H 3.00
14 London Irish2nds , . . . . . H 3.00 19 SALES
21 London Welsh Druids. . . . . H 3.00 26 Abergavenny. ., . .., ..... A SERVICE &
28 NEoth Athe. .« o o 5o s 56 o A Apr. 2 Bath United , . . .. ... .. A SPECIALIST
Dec. 5 Newport United. . . . . ... H 3.00 6 Caldeott'. .". . .. . (Wed.) H 7.15 REPAIRS TO ALL
9 Bristol University . H 716 9 Leicester ‘A", . ... ... .. A MAKES OF
12 Moseley United . . . .. ... A 16 Harlequins Wdrs. . . . . . .. A HYDRAULIC
19  Bournemouth ., . ....... H 3.00 23 Coventry‘A’. , . ....... H 3.00 JACKS AIR RING: B R ' STO L 2 7 78 29
26 coney ki L. ..l .. A 30 Nottingham Centaurs. . . . . A TOOLS LIFTS g
PUMPS & AIR
COMPRESSORS 47-49 BARTON RD., ST. PHILLIPS, BRISTOL
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WHEN IT COMES TO
SPORTS REPORTS
YOU DESERVE THE BEST

EVENING POST

UNBEATABLE EVERY SEASON
AND EVERY EVENING

Written by people who know their sport
and yours!

ON REACHING 100
FROM ONE WINNING COMBINATION
TO ANOTHER

From Graham, suppliers of the
best in the home improvement line
at the best prices.

CLARENCE ROAD, KINGSWOOD. Tel: 677151
HOTWELL ROAD, BRISTOL. Tel: 291421
CUMBERLAND ROAD, BRISTOL. Tel: 603801

12 to 57 Seater LUXURY COACHES

British and Continental tour planning service

* Contract and Private hire
* School travel service
* Day excursions

We will be pleased to advise you without obligation.

Tel: Chipping Sodbury (0454) 325078 (Office)
Tel: Winterbourne (0454) 772242 (Evenings)

THE NAME FOR LUXURY TRAVEL

PRINTING SERVICES

Lithographic & Letterpress Printers

149 Mina Road, St. Werburghs, Bristol BS2 9YQ
Telephone: (0272) 553067

alataleleislals

WOULD LIKE TO WISH BRISTOL R.F.C. ALL THE BEST
IN THEIR CENTENARY SEASON.




Touch Down at

BRYAN
BR

for all
your

Ford Car & Light Van, Rallye Sport and Iveco Ford Trucks;
Leasing & Contract Hire Specialists, Motor Caravans
Car, Van & Truck Rental; Car & Truck Bodyshop, Parts and Service Centres
Together with the most comprehensive stocks of quality used cars

5
= BRYAN
BR7THERS

BRYAN BROTHERS HOLDINGS LIMITED

College Green, Bristol BS1T 5XN (0272) 293881
All roads lead to Bryan Brothers the family you can trust



,A Little Gold Makes John Player Special.

.:

JPS7FBRRP

MIDDLE TAR As defined by H.M. Government
Warning: SMOKING CAN CAUSE HEART DISEASE

Health Departments’ Chief Medical Officers



