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Cardiff v. Barbarians

The sun is shining and has been for days, it looks as though it will last until
Saturday and bring us what is known in, the Club as Barbarians weather. This is no
modern phenomena. Since 1890, the sun has blessed this fixture on the majority of
the 88 times the game has been played. Even the official history of the Barbarians
mentions the fact. “Even in the days when the Cardiff Arms Park stood for mud
and misery so far as International teams were concerned, the weather also did its
share in keeping the sequence of games unbroken.” (ie Cardiff v, Barbarians).

Because of the ease of communications across the world, and the subsequent
increased frequency of hours at club, country and British Lions level, the validity
and desirability of separate Barbarians tours overseas became questioned. Then,
after some heavy defeats in the U.K. against established Club combinations, and a
couple against highly organised and co-ordinated Touring Sides, there was some
head-shaking amongst the sages that sit and ponder such things, as they pronounced
that never again could a scratch combination hope to succeed against powerful well-
coached club sides. They sounded what seemed to me to be, the death knell of this
great and famous Touring Club,that means as much to Cardiff at Easter as Santa
does to kids at Christmas. Their point of view was substantiated by that spectacular
victory of Cardiff last Easter when we won 43 pts - 10 pts. against a side full of
International players.

However, the pessimists had reckoned without the fact even a loose combination
of highly talented players, playing a brand of rugby that gives full scope to their
skills can overcome the most unyielding and unimaginative of sides, Thus we saw
the miracle of the Barbarians game against the All Blacks, which, widely acclaimed
as the greatest game of our time put the Barbarians image higher than it ever has
been and destroyed any mutterings about their future.

It only remains for the Barbarians to continue to put into practice the obvious
truisms of that famous victory for us to be regaled by the sight of all that is best in
Rugby. We know that we are better when we run the ball, so it should be some game,

Incidentally to those whose joy lies in, the fascination of facts and figures. We
have played the Barbarians 88 times winning 56 and losing 28.

MERVYN JOHN

Today we bring a belated profile of is years vice Captain Mervyn John. Mervyn
who lives in Porthcawl, with his wife and son, hails originally from the Aber Valley
rugby hotbed of Senghenydd.

After leaving Caerphilly Grammar School, he qualified in History at Cardiff
University, he played Rugby for both these august educational institutions and
joined Cardiff from Senghenydd under Howard Norris’s captaincy in 1967. His non-
stop foraging and tackling soon won him acclaim and since those earlier days he
has become an indispensible part of the Cardiff team.

Let no-one be fooled by Mervyn’s quiet, even demure personality. When he
does speak, it is to make an intelligent and well-considered commentary on a range
of subjects, primarily Rugby Football, and often with a wicked shaft of wit spicing
his remarks. It would be a brave con-man who would sit opposite this Finance Co.
manager and try some fraudulent frolics.

Probably due to his size, 6 foot and weighing 13 stone 91b, he has never quite
made the dizzy heights of the International Scene, but his guts and anticipation has
made him indispensible on the Cardiff Scene. A great Club-man who is very
contemptuous of the dilettantes that occasionally plague every side. Mervyn has the
respect of the players on and off the field. A cynic might remark that his hands
aren’t all that good. I've seen the odd pass go astray, but it could also mean that
I’ve never seen him throw a punch.

Mervyn has played for the British Banks, and has qualified for his Glamorgan
County Cap, and quotes last years Cardiff Barbarians match as the greatest he has
played in. I am not too sure of the sincerity of his comments when he quotes Lyn
Baxter being sent off in Rhodesia as the funniest thing that happened during a game
he played in, nor does his ambitions to play for Cardiff as long as Howard Norris
ring completely true. Although personally speaking I would love to see it. He feels
the top honours will always elude him — Barbarians please note.

CARDIFF ATHLETIC

The Rags have recently completed their annual Tour to Pembrokeshire, where
the results on and off the field were extraordinary. They beat Milford Haven 62-15
and St. Davids 74-12pts. The record so far reads: P 37 W 32 L 5 For 1119
Against 385. (You've still got a bit to go lads.)

CARDIFF JUNIORS

Another successful season under the wing of Keith Rowlands and John Davies
will terminate with a tour of Belgium at Easter, versus Brussels Combined High
Schools and a Belgium Youth XV, They have had three lads capped this season.
Wayne Peckham (Flank), Tony De Bono (Wing) and Gordon, Pritchard (Centre),

The total record reads P20 W16 DO L 4 For 643 Against 130
an average match score of 32 for, 6 against.

D.J.H.

Know the Laws
by FRED CROSTER

It seems incredible that we are almost at the end of another season. Not just
another season but one which has brought excitement, success and disappointment,
more than the normal. Much of all that has been written elsewhere. What the end of
the season does bring as far as these notes are concerned is our bi-annual quiz on the
Laws. I was so pleased over the Christmas period to be able to buy those pints for
members who came up with all correct answers.

Have a go again. The pint is still on offer.

1. Two experimental laws which have been in use this season and last were, at
the last International Board meeting, confirmed and now written into the Laws.
Can you say what they are?

2. Can you name the main decisions made at the same meeting regarding line-outs

to now come into operation?

Do you know the first teams who will be involved in the use of these changes?
A defending player carries the ball over his goal line, and kicks to touch; the
kick is charged down by an attacking player. The defender then touches down
for a minor. What should the referee’s decision be?

5. An attacking player knocks-on in the field of play, the ball touches a defender,
then goes into in-goal to be then grounded by that defender. What decision
should be given?

6. In a scrummage, ruck or maul, play :noves and the ball is on or over the goal
line. What affect would this have upon that scrum, ruck or maul?

7. What is the decision if the ball in a player’s possession or a player carrying it
touches the referee in in-goal?

8. 'The ball is kicked by an attacker, touches the goal post, rebounds, is then caught
by a defender in his in-goal,who then claims a ‘Mark’. Would this be allowed?

9. In order to prevent an attacking player from receiving a pass, an opponent
intercepts by kocking the ball on. What should the referee’s decision be?

10. 'There is a new law coming into operation relating to scrum halves. What is it?

Not too difficult are they? The answers in Monday’s programme. Whao'll be
the first to claim a pint?

DOUBLE

DIAMOND
WORKS WONDERS !

£ W




WELSH RUGBY UNION

Challenge Cup Final
CARDIFF v. LLANELLI

APRIL 28th, 1973

STAND/ENCLOSURE TICKETS will be on sale at the rear of the
Clubhouse until Friday 27th April.

CATCH THE

BASS
SPECIAL

AFTER THE GAME

HEP’S

ENGINEERING LTD.

All types of Machining including:
Turning & Copy Turning, Milling,
Horizontal Boring, Vertical Boring,
Cylindrical Grinding, Surface Grinding,
Tool & Cutter Grinding,
Slotting & Planing, Fabricating & Welding.
PLANT REPAIR RECLAMATION WORK SPECIALITY
WITH METAL SPRAYING & HARD CHROME FACING
Ipswich Rd., off Colchester Avenue, Cardiff
CARDIFF 498416 (3 lines)

RICHARD PARTON LTD.

FACING BRICK AND BUILDING BLOCK SPECIALISTS

Showroom and Offices:

121 CATHEDRAL ROAD, CARDIFF
Telephone: Cardiff 22983 and 496284

Lewis Darbey & Co.
TOBACCONISTS
and CONFECTIONERS

BRANCHES IN CARDIFF

84 ST. MARY STREET 100 QUEEN STREET
3 ROYAL BUILDINGS, PARK PLACE
OXFORD HOUSE, THE HAYES
QUEEN STREET ARCADE
53 WELLFIELD ROAD
Telephone Cardiff 33443

GLAMTAX (CARDIFF) LTD.

ADJOINING THE CARDIFF ARMS PARK
FULL 24 HOUR TAXI SERVICE

Telephone Cardiff 26363

EXECUTIVE CARS FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS




ROATH RADIO CO.
CITY ROAD

D. MORGAN EDWARDS LTD.
THE HOME IMPROVERS

For LUXURY BATHROOMS, FITTED KITCHENS
AND MUCH MUCH MORE

VISIT US AFTER THE GAME

FOR SPORT AND ALL
YOUR TRAVEL REQUIREMENTS
CONTACT

P2 —ull
s
,g!f‘[{ED DRAGON £

9/10 WESTGATE ST., CARDIFF (TRAVEL) LIMITED -
Telephone CARDIFF 68713/45032 10 CHIERCR TREST
ALSO AT SWAWSEA AND NEWPORT CARDIFF | . Tel: Cardiff 22834
Branch at Blackwood Tel: Blackwood 3169
Cardiff Barbarians
' 15. L. DAVIES Full Back R. A. CODD (Rosslyn Park) 15.
PASS IT To US M 14. W. LEWIS Right Wing D. GILL (Gala) 14. HARLEC H
FOR SPORT, PARTY TRIPS AND 13. N. WILLIAMS Right Centre P. S. PREECE (Coventry) 13.
ALL YOUR TRAVEL REQUIREMENTS 12. K. POOLE Left Centre G. W. EVANS (Coventry) 12. TAv E RN
CONTACT THE EXPERTS— I1. P. L. JONES Lefe Wing D. SHEDDEN (West of Scotland) 11.
10. K. JAMES Outside Half M. P. COOPER (Moseley) 10. ST. MARY’S STREET
9. Gareth EDWARDS Inside Half S. J. SMITH (Sale) 9. (or Great Western Lane)
1. R. BEARD Forwards G. SHAW (Neath) 1.
2. G. DAVIES J. D. GRAY (Coventry) 2. M
3. G. WALLACE (Capt.) R. L. CHALLIS (London Scottish) 3.
4. 1. ROBINSON pam— M. G. MOLLOY (London Irish) 4. STEAK BARS
Joh n cory Travel 5. L. BAXTER S/—v‘\ b. R. M. UTTLEY (Gosforth) 5. FULL MEALS FROM 60p
6. R. LANE k d T. P. DAVID (Llanelli) 6. e
LIMITED 8. C.SMITH N&e—=g9 |.F.SLATTERY (Blackrock Coll) 7.
VB 7. M.JOHN A. G. RIPLEY (Rosslyn Park) 8. SPORTSMANS BARS
Cardiff Referee: J. C. KELLEHER (Llantwit Major) and
Telephone: 27321 For a winning service ' TRY" 2 ATTRACTIVE BARS
-
or at i
(-]
Evan Roberts Led. Y/ V VECtor a P
Kingsway House \‘Q A’ CleanErS —+ I_aun erers WHENEVER YOU’ A
Cardiff AJVIL - Gwyn Nicholls & Winfield Limited OUT — HENEKEY’S INN
Telephone: 31507 _ LLANDAFF NORTH Telephone CARDIFF 562231

PROVINCIAL PRINTING

AND PUBLISHING CO. LTD

FERRY ROAD, CARDIFF
Telephone CARDIFF 28729

WEDDING STATIONERY SUPPLIED

WELSH GLASS WORKS LTD.

DUMBALLS RCAD, CARDIFF
Telephone: 40224 (4 lines)
WINDOW GLASS FOR EVERY PURPOSE
CUT TO SIZE WHILE YOU WAIT
Shopfront replacements promptly effected
SAFETY GLASS FOR MOTOR VEHICLES
NO PARKING PROBLEM

N

DOVEY MOTOR CO.
(NEWPORT) LTD.

Rover and Triumph distributors
41/61 CLARENCE PLACE, NEWPORT, MON.
Telephone: 62901/5




TRIUMPH in CARDIFF

with

LLANDAFF MOTOR CO., LTD.

(Malcolm Godfrey Cars)

LLANTRISANT ROAD, LLANDAFF
Telephone: 562345/6

SALES — SERVICE —_ SPARES

CLUB DOUBLE DIAMOND

DANCING CABARET RESTAURANT BUFFET BAR
PARTIES STAFF FUNCTIONS SOCIAL EVENINGS
CLUB DANCES DINNER DANCES BUFFET DANCES

Accommodation for up to 900
Special terms for large parties and fund raising charities

Enquiries to Entertainments Manager,
Club Double Diamond, Mill Road, Caerphilly.
Telephone: Caerphilly 2806

For your
CLUB

REGIMENTAL

UNIVERSITY

and

OLD-BOYS TIES, BADGES and SCARVES

QUOTATIONS GIVEN FOR YOUR OWN DESIGN

CALDERS

A. CALDER and Sons Limited
98 QUEEN STREET
CARDIFF 31701

THE KINGSWAY WYNDHAM STREET
SWANSEA BRIDGEND

ELEGANCE & COMFORT

SHEEPSKIN COATS
Cut by Craftsmen in Modern Styles from quality
skins, these superb coats are
Pleasing to the eye — Comfortable to wear
and obtainable at extremely competitive prices
To inspect the wide selection of Sheepskin, Suede
and Leather Coats, Call at

CAMBRIAN
HIDE & SKIN CO. LTD.
2 PELLETT STREET CARDIFF
(Near Traffic Lights Lower End of Churchill Way)

Telephones 29821 - 22787/8

LOOK

in RADIO TIMES

this week and every week

for full, advance details of
the big sporting events

on BBC Television and Radio

adiolfines

A BBC Publication « Every Thursday




FIRST XV FIXTURES

Date Opponents Venue Results

1972

Sept. 2 La Rochelle H 26-20
6 Ebbw Vale.. A 12-10
9 Blackheath .. A 20-6
13 Bristol H 13-7
16 Coventry .. H 18-19
20 Pontypool . A 19-7
23 Neath .. .. H 6-14
27 Bridgend A 66
30 Aberavon .. A 16-3

Oct. 4 Penarth .. A 264
7 Newport .. .. A 18-14
11 Cdf. Col/Education H 32-12
14 Northampton A 4-15
18 Ebbw Vale .. H 260
21 Cambridge Univ. A 36-10
28 Pontypool .. H 37-10

Nov. 4 New Zealand H 4-20
8 Newport H 24-3
11 Auvergne A 036
18 Wasps H 26-6
22 Oxford HC
25 Llanelli H 18-12

Dec. 1 Swansea A C

Jan,

Feb.

Apr.

Gloucester .. <.
Harlequins . .
London Welsh ..
Maesteg
Pontypridd
Watsonians
Leicester
Coventry s
London Welsh ..
Aberavon ..
Bristol

Newport

Llanelli

Newport

Bective Rangers. .
Swansea

Bridgend
Newbridge . .
Gloucester ..
Neath ..
Barbarians ..
Harlequins .. )
W.R.U. Cup Final
La Rochelle
Cognac 5
Snelling Sevens ..

TP PENIOE>PP>EIEIET > pE>TImy>Immn>> o
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THE FASTEST SELLING NUT RANGE from

Sunnycroft Lane,
Dinas Powis,
Glamorgan, CF6 4YE

BITUPHALTE LIMITED

Mastic Asphalte
Built up Felt Roofing and
Metal Decking Contractors

Dinas Powis 2874

LONDON
LEISURE

Extra Special
Bargain Day Returns

Mondays to Saturdays
for an afternoon and
whole evening in town
come back on the 23.15
from Paddington — it
brings you back to
Newport and Cardiff in
a couple of hours.

CARDIFF £3.05
NEWPORT  £2.85

Ask for a leaflet at stations
and Appointed Travel Agents.

| == British Rai

CARDIFF RUGBY
SUPPORTERS
CLUB

Apr. 27 5 day trip to France —
La Rochelle /Cognac.

See Committee Members for details

Support Your Team - ALL ARE
WELCOME but a small additional

charge is made to non-members
JOIN NOW

Bookings can be made after any

home game. Contact Supporters

Club members in Top Bar of
Athletic Club.




“BLACK AND BLUE" ALL OVER !

THANKS TO.....

SEER SPORTS ..o

56 COWBRIDGE ROAD EAST, CARDIFF
Telephone: 24880

SOLE SUPPLIERS OF SPORTS EQUIPMENT AND CLOTHING TO
CARDIFF R.F.C.

WALES’ LEADING RUGBY SPECIALISTS and the only suppliers of the
famous ‘SEERLUXE’ Rugby jerseys as used by Cardiff R.F.C., Bridgend
R.F.C., Newport R.F.C,, Abertillery R.F.C., Penarth R.F.C.,, Maesteg R F.C,
Bedwas R.F.C., Senghenydd R.F.C., South Wales Police XV, The British
Police XV, Welsh Junior Rugby Union, Cardiff and District Rugby Union,
Cardiff Schools Rugby Union and the Welsh Rugby Union, and most leading
Welsh Rugby Fifteens.

The ‘SEERLUXE’ Rugby shorts as used by all the above clubs and ALL THE
HOME RUGBY INTERNATIONAL TEAMS . .. .. only £1.75 per pair.
CLUB, REGIMENTAL and UNIVERSITY Badges and Ties made up to your
own designs. You will find that we are the cheapest price in Wales.

ELECTRICAL
PROBLEMS WITH
YOUR CAR?

RED 2 WHITE BRING IT
SERVICES LTD. TO THE EXPERTS:—

DAY ToURS H. REGAN

EXPRESS SERVICES & CO.LTD.
LOCAL SERVICES

, CITY ROAD,
PRIVATE HIRE e iy

ROATH,
CARDIFF
Teleph =2
Local Office: Sephons:2a8
CENTRAL BUS STATION
CARDIFF

Suppliers of Lucas Batteries,
Telephone 388937 Spares and Accessories




