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Cardiff v. Maesteg

SATURDAY, 4th NOVEMBER, 1978 KICK OFF 3 p.m.

Today we bid a hospitable welcome to the reigning Whitbread Merit
Table champions, Maesteg. During last season when they won this honour,
the Old Parish fully deserved to do so. On the way to the top place in that
table they doubled Bridgend and Pontypool, took Swansea’s ground record
and won at Pontypridd. Consistency such as this is the stuff champions are
made of so Maesteg certainly deserved their success. It marked the most epic
season in the club since their invincible campaign of 1950. Colin Donovan
proved to be a marvellous find in his first year in senior rugby and scored 37
tries in beating the club record of 36 held by Norman Davies.

The Maesteg club was formed in 1882 and so they will soon have to be
busily under way planning celebrations for their centenary season. Since their
formation, however, we have only played them spasmodically at first class
level on 18 occasions. Of these 18 games Cardiff have won 11, lost 6, with
one drawn game. The points total for the series shows 280 to Cardiff with 175
for Maesteg. A study of these results shows that of the eight games played
between 1926/27 and 1930/31, Maesteg won 6, lost 2 and scored 113 points
against Cardiff's 71. This was indeed a purple patch for the Old Parish. A
record they could well do without, however, is the fact that Cardiff's record
score of 77 points in a first class match was against them during season
1972/73. | am sure that Maesteg must have been subconsciously well and
truly behind Cardiff when we played Coventry earlier on during this season
and amassed 76 points. Two more and the Old Parish would have been
delighted to have been erased from the record books for this particular
statistic.

During their existence Maesteg have provided six players who have
represented Wales. From their first cap, D. Watts in 1914 who made two
appearances, the sequence has been continued by Evan Davies in 1919 with
one cap, C. Pugh with seven during 1924 and 1925, Windsor Major with two
in 1949/50, Trevor Lloyd with two in 1953 and finally to Chico Hopkins who
replaced an injured Gareth Edwards during the game against England at
Twickenham in 1970. The memory of this match was the way Wales snatched
_victory from the jaws of defeat once Chico came on as replacement. Further
honours were achieved when Trevor Lloyd toured with the 1955 British Lions to
South Africa and Chico Hopkins to New Zealand in 1971. It was during this
test series winning tour that Chico was introduced to golf. He was drawn
to play against Mike Gibson who happened to be a very good player. On seeing
Gibson hit an almighty first tee shot which soared away into the distance,
Chico was heard to remark “Blimey, | don't go that far for my holidays!”

Despite the fact that Maesteg have been hit by injuries to key players
they have been going well this year and appear to have taken up where they
left off last season. Colin Donovan is again in splendid form as is his co-winger
Phillip Martell who has scored eight times since the season began. As yet
the Old Parish have lost only to Pontypool and just recently to Glamorgan
Wanderers. With their approach for open and fluid rugby we should
reasonably expect to see a really entertaining game this afternoon. Welcome
Maesteg..

On the home front, it was great news to hear that Gareth Davies and
Terry Holmes have been selected to play for Wales against New Zealand
and Mike Watkins as a replacement. When you consider that there have been
only nine such previous encounters, seven of them at Cardiff, it highlights how
fortunate the players concerned are to be around at the time of an All Black
tour. Many great Welsh players have seen their careers come and go without

a touring side visit. Gareth and Terry will be thrilled at the chance of proving
themselves worthy successors to the great Gareth Edwards and Phil Bennett,
especially in front of a Welsh crowd at the National Stadium. Good luck to you
both and whilst not wishing anybody ill luck, may fortune smile on Mike
Watkins in his quest for his first cap. A

KNOW THE LAWS

By FRED CROSTER

During the week, alas, it conflicted with the Pontypool game, | took one
of our Sports Forums to Maesteg for what was a marvellous evening. Coaching
and the need for closer liaising with referees was a point discussed at length.
It took me back to, again, our All Blacks match.

There was in my mind a penalty kick when one of our forwards was
tackled; down he went, released the ball behind him, putting his body between
the ball and the opponents. A ruck was soon formed, a harsh blast on the
whistle brought them the penalty and the resulting three points. We see it
happen so often, do we not?

Several things to look at there. Firstly, the tackled played did nothing
wrong in the first instance by putting the ball behind him. That is correct.

Secondly, he DID release the ball. Again, correct.

What he must do then is to roll away, if possible, but in any event not
attempt to affect the play in any way.

Then, as happened, even if a ruck is formed and he is there, virtually
helpless and unable to get away from what is an offside position in that ruck,
then he should NOT be penalised.

This is a bone of contention, | know, with players, coaches and referees.
Often, in my opinion, referees do tend to penalise, looking for the offside ‘ruck’
situation when, as quoted, the player is physically unable to do anything
about it. That is wrong.

Going ‘over the top’ is an entirely different situation. This again happens
so often when players drive in to form the ruck. That is definitely offside and
MUST be penalised immediately.

NEXT HOME FIXTURES ....

Sat., 18th November: CARDIFF v. WHITLAND
(WRU Cup—1st Round) (AllPay) 3p.m.

Sat., 25th November: CARDIFF v. LLANELLI 3 p.m.
Wed., 29th November: CARDIFF v. OXFORD UNIV. 7.15 p.m.

BIGD ...

SALTED PEANUTS . ~HT'S BEST
BY
SNAKPAK CARDIFF




COME TO THE PROFESSIONALS AT ’
Castle Sports I.ZIEPN§

All types of Machining including:
33 CASTLE ARCADE, CARDIFF

Turning & Copy Turning, Milling,
(within 200yds. of the match — opposite Cardiff Castle) Horizontal Boring, Vertical Bocring,

Cylindrical Grinding, Surf inding,
SUPPLIERS TO CLUBS OF UMBRO—THE DIAMOND STRIP, ADMIRAL, ylingricah Crihdling, Surides AR
KTA, EUROPA, MITRE, ADIDAS, COLTON OXFORD, E Tool & Cutter Grinding,
RIS ’ d | - Slotting & Planing, Fabricating & Welding
In fact — the leaders in the South Wales Sports Scene PLANT REPAIR RECLAMATION WORK SPECIALITY
Discount to all clubs off recomended retail prices WITH METAL SPRAYING & HARD CHROME FACING

Ipswich Road., off Colchester Avenue, Cardiff

Tel. Cardiff 397198 CARDIFF 498416 (3 lines)

YOU KNOW
WHERE YOUARE @

This space reserved for

1979 RUGBY INTERNATIONALS - NOW BOOKING APEX PACKAGING

SCOTLAND v WALES

EDINBURGH 20th JANUARY, 1979

FRANCE v WALES

PARIS 17th FEBRUARY, 1979

Brochures from—

COUSINS TRAVEL

26 ALBANY ROAD, CARDIFF Tel (0222) 45222




Fitted & Self Assembly Kitchens, Bathroom WALES LEADING SPORTS TRAVEL SPECIALIST

EX P 0 SE YO URSELVE S to the Suites & Showers, Ceramic Tiles &' Wallpaper, =" ?-—
millions watching Welsh Rugby . . . Vinyl & Carpet Tiles, Sheet flooring & Paint, M <]
- < ik Tools and Gardening accessories. - Z

ST Everything the Home Improver needs. 7~
Phone Derek Hale — Cardiff 390370 S ANKEY ,..\ D DRAGON

(TRAVEL) LIMITED

Book all your travel and holiday requirements with

THE HOME IMPROVER RED DRAGON (TRAVEL) LIMITED
: 10 CHURCH STREET, DIFF TEL.
arena sports advertising limited 9 WESTGATE STREET B i el TEL 2ehed
CARDIFF Also World Wide Business Travel Consultants
45032 THE WORLD WIDE CHOICE OF SPORTSMEN
SCOTLAND v. WALES ‘ [
20th January, 1979 Cardiff : Maesteg
F%ANCE v. WALES 15. J. DAVIES Full Back I. HOPKINS  15.
th February, 1979 ] :
IR, : 14. A. YEANDLE Right Wing C. DONOVAN 14.
Travel by air, rail and coach, with 13. P. DANIELS Right Centre R. STEVENS 13.
accommodation at good class hotels.
Brochure with. full information 12. A. FINLAYSON Left Centre G. GRIFFITHS 12.
available. 11. C. CAMILLERI Left Wing P. MARTELL 11.
R 10. H. DAVIES Outside Half J. REES 10.
Flllxt;resb anld club tourts arratns;;d in 9. K. KINSEY Inside Half L. O'CONNOR 9.
all Rugby-playing countries at Senior .
and Junior level. Itineraries supplied 1. B. NELMES (Captain) Forwards L. BOWEN 1.
on request. 2. M. WATKINS I. THOMAS 2. -I-h.
i 3. D. LLEWELLYN B. BRADLEY 3. IS Space€
CONTACT THE ACKNOWLEDGED 4. H. de GOEDE J. MORGAN (Captain) 4.
LEADERS IN WORLD RUGBY TOURS 5. R. NORSTER M. GRIFFITHS 5. to let
6. D. CHURCH D. ARTHUR 6.
JOHN CORY 8. C.SMITH J. THOMAS 8.
7. R. DUDLEY-JONES B. POLE 7.
TRAVEL LTD.
1 CENTRES
MOUNT STUART HOUSE |
CARDIFF P. REES Replacemelnts

Tel: 27321 J. sCoTT

Official travel agents to the Welsh
Rugby Union and Cardiff Rugby

Football Club. Referee: A. DUFFY (Australia)

CRESTA CATERERS William Press & Son, Limited Where the i

(Bob and Mo Walsh)

: , < DRY @
(2N AFTER MATCH CATERERS TO PnEss ;:ii{]lnlakers - BLACKTHORN

U CARDIFF R.F.C. AND CATERERS 4 o e
TO THE W.R.U. a complete service to industry ° 2 C R
ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS recognised... IDER ¢

5 OFGoop cm&:?s

TRt ¥ RING CARDIFF 68801

“FOR QUOTATIONS P.O. Box 7, Port Talbot, West Glamorgan, SA13 2NH
Tel: Port Talbot 4151 (9 lines) (STD code 0639 6) ’IA" IN' I ‘ON CIDER
CATERERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS . 48265

Telex:

~.



Allbright
a great bitter

«x Welsh Brewers

LIFT TRUCK
handling | Sales & Hire

Hyster Diesel, L.P.G. and Electric

Fork Lift Trucks — Sale or Hire

phone Colin Howe — Cardiff 387757

Barlow Handling Limited
Leckwith Industrial Estate
Whittle Road, Cardiff

South Glamorgan CF1 8AT

Carditt’s
renowned for

its Brains.

Pop along toyour local Brains puh and use yours!

3 good traditional Draught, 2 Keg and 6 Bottled Beers
brewed in the Great Brains tradition.

Reserved for
BATEMAN BROS.

RAIL BARGAINS

HAPPY FAMILY
TICKETS

LONDON and back
ideal for your small
party or family outing
£9.10 for 2 adults

and you can take a
child* FREE as a bonus
Mondays to Thursdays
until 21 December, 1978

Cardiff depart 11.40 and any
later service until 13.50

Tickets limited on some days
*child 3 and under 14 years

Full details from
British Rail Stations

=

CARDIFF RUGBY
SUPPORTERS
cLuUB

The proposed trips for the
season are set out below:

Cost per
DATE VENUE member
1978
Dec. 2 Swansea £1.50
9 L'nd'n Welsh £3.00
30 Coventry £2.60
1979
Feb. 28 Llanelli £1.70

Mar. 10 Pontypool £1.30
Apr. 7 Gloucester £1.60




Enjoy the Hospitality
of a fine Tavern
and Motel

Excellent
Steaks

and

Cold Buffet

£

e House
Tavern & Motel

AIRPORT ROAD, BARRY Telephone 732892

— "W

We always give a

FIRST XV FIXTURES

- -
1978 Sat. 23 Bridgend
SEPTEMBER Tues. 26 Pontypridd )
~Ex. 1 Sat. 30 Coventry
Sat. 2 East District H 38-17 1979
Wed. 6 Glamorgan Wands. H 55-13 JANUARY
Sat. 9 Neath A 13-11 I el s as we
Wed. 13 Bristol A 42-14 Son' 6 Mat : P s
Sat. 16 Coventry H 76-9 Sat. 13 WoFsleUeyC Tl
Wed. 20 Penarth H 62-0 Fa.‘- R A i . o
Sat.' 23 Aberavon A 213 B 1 HadguFi ey We're the principal stockholders for aluminium,
- ontypri - RO - g ottt - A
Sat.” 30 Moseley A 93 FERAORE stainless steel and yellow metals in Wales.
ocToseR . g St il Rl oo And whatever you order from us, we deliver as
Sac 14 Movhemptbn A 103 Sat. 24 ‘IfVAR-U.« Cup 4th Round promised.
S L ey R § . Today, however, we're sponsoring the matchball.
Pon 2 Snaihd A0 Sat. 3 Ebbw Vale Next week, we'd like to give a
Sat. 28 Harlequins A 36-12 Sat. 10 Pontypool ALV y ||
NOVEMBER Fri. 16 London Welsh matchwinning performance of our own.
14-1 at. .
Wed" 1 Pantypool H 14-16 S0 Rewpare i Telephone Bridgend 55981.
Sat. 11 Ebbw Vale ALl Sat. 31 Swansea B il |I|
Sat. 18 W.R.U. Cu st Roun
. G lham T il APRIL o or 3, Alcan Metal Centres h,
Wed. 29 Oxford University H......... Sat. 14 Barbarians H ; g ; ALCAN \
DECEMBER Mon. 16 Harlequins H Consider it delivered.
Sat. 2 Swansea A ertey Sat. 21 Neath H
Sat. 9 London Welsh Ao Sat. 28
Sat. 16 W.R.U. Cup2nd Round



YOURS INTERNATIONALLY!

SEER SPORTS

INTERNATIONAL LTD.
56 COWBRIDGE ROAD EAST, CARDIFF
Telephone: 24880

Sole suppliers of Sports Equipment to
CARDIFF RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB

£ * *
We supply most of Wales' leading Rugby Clubs, may we supply YOU
* * *

The famous ‘SEER-LUXE’ Rugby Jerseys are available ONLY FROM US
as used by Cardiff, Bridgend, etc. etc.
* * *
CLUB BADGES AND CLUB TIE SPECIALISTS
MADE UP TO YOUR OWN DESIGNS

Special discounts for Clubs!

Don’t be vague.
Team up with Haig.

Provincial Printing and Publishing Co. Ltd., Cardiff




