


Cardiff v. Coventry

SATURDAY, 29th DECEMBER, 1979 KICK OFF 3 p.m.

| am given to believe that there are various schools of thought as to when
the end of a decade occurs. Most understand that it commences when the
first year of the ten starts with a O and ends with a 9. With all we have read
in the press and seen on television during the past week of the sporting feats
and performances of the last decade it would appear that this definition was
the correct one. Well yours truly has news for all those who think today’s
game is the last of the decade. The last game of the seventies it certainly is,
but the current decade has still one year to run. | confidently base my
information on no greater authority than the Royal Observatory, Greenwich.
This august body categorically states that there was no year 0 A.D., so, having
started at year 1, our current decade finishes this time next year.

| was rather pleased with myself over the foregoing piece of research
because | can now write of the seventies rather than the previous decade.
You may well wonder why | want to write of the seventies. Well, the fact is
that in extending a very warm and sincere hand of friendship to our visitors
this afternoon, Coventry, it gives rise to a rather unique situation. Today sees
the last home game of the seventies but, coincidentally, for the first home game
of the same era, on January 10th 1970, our visitors were, guess who, Coventry.
During this period we have seen some marvellous Cardiff-Coventry matches
with today’s being the 95th in the series. Of the previous 94 we have won
60, lost 29 and drawn five. The points for and against show 1,359 and 774
respectively. Cardiff has not been a particularly happy hunting ground for the
Midlanders because since World War 2 they have only won on the Arms
Park on four occasions. Indeed, during the seventies their record would have
been as bare as their famous Lady Godiva on her historic ride through the
city in 1040. This victory for Coventry was also rather dubious because, if you
can recall, it was in season 1972/73 in the days before replacements. We
had been reduced to 14 men when John Bevan had retired early in the game
with a dislocated shoulder. The 14 man Cardiff side had done extremely well
to be leading with only minutes to go, then disaster struck. The ever popular
David Duckham was given the ball but was hustled into touch by full back
John Davies. However, the Coventry touch judge thought otherwise, didn’t
raise his flag and Duckham went over the line to score a very controversial
try and gave Coventry victory by 19 pts. to 18. Only a single victory at Cardiff
during the seventies, however, in no way reflects the keen anticipation with
which their visits are preceded. Their type of open rugby suits us down to the
- ground and the smashing games we have witnessed during the past years
are testimony of this situation. David Duckham must have been one of the
most popular Englishmen ever to have played in Wales. The fact that he was
affectionately known as Dai Duckham was evidence enough of that fact.

Last season was a nightmare year for Coventry as far as Cardiff were
concerned. We defeated them by 76 pts to 9 at the Arms Park and then by
36 pts. to 4 on their ground. They were also knocked out of the John Player
Cup in the second round but despite all this they won the Midland merit table
which also included Leicester, Nottingham, Moseley, Northampton, Rugby,
Bedford, Birmingham and Nuneaton. Our Huw Davies, of course, joined them
this year in order to improve his international prospects but as yet he does
not seem to have settled in order to show his undoubted class. We hope to see
him in action today, and to him and all the other Coventry players, committee
and supporters we again say welcome to Cardiff, may you enjoy your day
and we wish you well for the new year.

Looking back on the seventies within our club, unquestionably the most
important event of that era was the celebration of our centenary. It was
meticulously planned and each event was arranged to recall our previous
history, and in a manner commensurate with the esteem in which our club
is held in the rugby world. The year, however, also provided what could be
argued as our biggest disappointment of the seventies. That was our failure
to clinch the W.R.U. Cup after getting to the final but losing to Newport by
the odd point in 31. Secondly we moved from our old ground, which now
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houses the National Stadium, to our present ground. This was the brainchild
of one of the men who has become a legend in this club, Hubert Johnson.
From the time in season 1962/63 that the W.R.U. began to look at Bridgend as
a new home for international rugby in Wales, Hubert was equally determined
that it should stay in Cardiff. He saw this come to fruition and took justifiable
pride in looking at this new super rugby complex. He was also a great
benefactor to our club and it was a gift from him in the form of the club
trophy room that has now become world famous. All other clubs have seen
fit to include a trophy room within their clubhouse but it will be forever Hubert
Johnson who instigated it. In order to perpetuate his name in our club, the
trophy room has been officially redesignated ‘The Hubert Johnson Room’ The
ceremony was simply but sincerely performed by his life long friend Les
Spence and Haydn Wilkins on Sunday, 16th December last. In the presence
of many, many of his friends who attended in body, you could feel the presence
of Hubert in spirit. A very great man and certainly my man of the seventies.

P.N.

KNOW THE LAWS

By FRED CROSTER
Did you have a go at the Boxing Day quiz? Here are the answers and,
remember, I'll be waiting to give a pint or two away to those who claim them.

1. ‘Fair catch’, ‘Mark’. The difference which came in this season is that it
can only take place in a player's own 22 metre area.

2. The subtle change in the ‘Knock-on’ law was an amendment so that if
the ball does go forward in a tackle it IS a knock-on. Steve Fenwick’s
try against France would not now be allowed.

3. In a ‘Pile-up’ situation, with the emphasis on keeping play going and
preventing injuries, the practice of falling on top of tackled players, tackled
players not releasing the ball and tacklers preventing them from so doing
are closely watched by refs.

4. Injury time allowed is strictly one minute.

5. The ‘big change’ implemented in South Africa but not by the Home
Countries is the use of the ‘Sin Bin".

6. When a player wishes to move, permission for a permit must be made by
the other club. He can only play six games an permit.

7. A transfer must be applied for by the player himself.

8. The offside line common to scrums, rucks and mauls is the line through the
hindmost foot of the player’s team in the scrum, ruck or maul.

9. You were asked to fill in the blanks: “In a line-out, when jumping for the
ball or peeling off, players can only move, once the ball has left the
thrower’s hands.”

10. If, at a scrum the ball goes into the tunnel, then comes back out and
play is allowed to go on it is a case of the referee playing the advantage
law which can apply to the benefit of the other side.

How did you find them? Not too bad?

BIGD ...

SALTED < PEANUTS  THAT'S BEST
BY
SNAKPAK CARDIFF




Low carbohydrate lite lager

BOOK NOW

IRELAND v WALES

DUBLIN 15th MARCH, 1980

SCOTLAND v WALES

EDINBURGH 7th FEBRUARY, 1981

FRANCE v WALES

PARIS 7th MARCH, 1981

Brochures and information from—

COUSINS TRAVEL

26 ALBANY ROAD, CARDIFF Tel (0222) 492418

HEP’S

ENGINEERING LTD.

All types of Machining including:
Turning & Copy Turning, Milling,
Horizontal Boring, Vertical Boring,
Cylindrical Grinding, Surface Grinding,
Tool & Cutter Grinding,
Slotting & Planing, Fabricating & Welding
PLANT REPAIR RECLAMATION WORK SPECIALITY
WITH METAL SPRAYING & HARD CHROME FACING
Ipswich Road., off Colchester Avenue, Cardiff
CARDIFF 498416 (3 lines)

= TEE - JAY

(FACTORY CLEARANCE)
LTD.

COLLINGDON ROAD, CARDIFF

General and Industrial
Site Clearance Specialists

» COLLECTION * FACTORY
SERVICE CLEARANCE

* SCRAP CONTAINER  * BUYERS OF
SERVICE OBSOLETE PLANT

*PLANT DEMOLITION * ANY DEMOLITION
ACCEPTED

" PHONE CARDIFF 25927/21108




arena sports advertising limited

phone Derek Hale — Cardiff 390370

for prices and availability of perimeter advertising
sites at the leading International Stadia and Club
grounds throughout Wales, Scotland, Ireland and

Fitted & Self Assembly Kitchens, Bathroom
Suites & Showers, Ceramic Tiles & Wallpaper,
Vinyl & Carpet Tiles, Sheet flooring & Paint,
Tools and Gardening accessories.

Everything the Home Improver needs.

SANKEY

THE HOME IMPROVER
9 WESTGATE STREET

WALES LEADING SPORTS TRAVEL SPECIALIST

(TRAVEL) LIMITED

Book all your travel and holiday requirements with

RED DRAGON (TRAVEL) LIMITED
10 CHURCH STREET, CARDIFF TEL. 22834

Also World Wide Business Travel Consultants

England. CARDIFF
45032 THE WORLD WIDE CHOICE OF SPORTSMEN
Fixtures and club tours arranged | BARLOW
in all Rugby-playing countries at Cardiff Coventry _ handling
Senior and Junior level. Itineraries LIFT TR CK
supplied on request. 15. C. WEBBER Full Back S. HALL 15. U
14. D. THOMAS Right Wing P. F. KNEE (Captain) 14. sales & H||‘e
13. D. BURCHER Right Centre S. BAILEY 13. Hyst Di L LPG d El )
i Ster lesel, L.rF.Ga. an ectri
CONTACT THE ACKNOWLEDGED 12. N. HUTCH‘INGS '.Left (;:;ntre M. WOODHEAD 12. Foyrk Lift Trucks — Sale or Hire C
LEADERS IN WORLD RUGBY TOURS 11. A. YEANDLE eft mil M. GRIFFITHS 11.
10. Gareth DAVIES (Captain) Qutside H_|lf H. DAVIES 10.
9. T. HOLMES Inside H \‘f S. THOMAS 9. pho“e Colin Howe—
J O H N CO RY 1. B. NEWMAN Forwardé¢ F. MELVIN 1. Cardiff 387757
2. A. PHILLIPS S. BRAIN 2. ardi
TRAVEL LTD 3. |. EIDMAN S. WILKES 3.
. 4. P. SOUTO D. NINNES 4.
5. R. NORSTER S. BROWN 5.
MOUNT STUART HOUSE 6. T. CHARLES S. OLIVER 6.
CARDIFF 8. J. SCOTT S. GREGORY 8.
Tel: 27321 7. S.LANE R. SADDLER 7.
P. DANIELS Replacements
Official travel agents to the Welsh B. LEASE Barlow Handling Limited
Rugby Union and Cardiff Rugby b\?rc’:.kWith Industrial Estate
Football Club. . ittle Road, Cardiff
heifiee: I RONECANDS South Glamorgan CF1 8AT

CRESTA CATERERS

(Bob and Mo Walsh)

AFTER MATCH CATERERS TO
CARDIFF R.F.C. AND CATERERS
TO THE W.R.U. AND
GLAMORGAN C.C.C.

~-.RING CARDIFF 68801
FOR QUOTATIONS

~>~... CATERERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

CARDIFF RUGBY CLUB RAGS CENTENARY
FORTHCOMING FUNCTIONS

v. CARDIFF & DISTRICT XV
ARMS PARK — Date to be decided

REUNION OF CAPPED PLAYERS
Date to be decided
All ex-capped players please inform the Club Office

of your name and address to be sure of receiving an
invitation.

William Press & Son, Limited

EPRESS

a complete service to industry

ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS

P.O. Box 7, Port Talbot, West Glamorgan, SA13 2NH
Tel: Port Talbot 4151 (9 lines) (STD code 0639 6)
Telex: 48265



Allbright
a great bctter

«ox Welsh Brewers

COME TO THE PROFESSIONALS AT

Castle Sports

33 CASTLE ARCADE, CARDIFF
(within 200yds. of the match — opposite Cardiff Castle)

SUPPLIERS TO CLUBS OF UMBRO—THE DIAMOND STRIP, ADMIRAL,
BUKTA, EUROPA, MITRE, ADIDAS, COLTON OXFORD, Etc.

In fact — the leaders in the South Wales Sports Scene

Discount to all clubs off recomended retail prices

Tel. Cardiff 397198

Carditt’s
renowned for

its Bramns.

Pop along to your local Brams pub and use yours!

3 good traditional Draught, 2 Keg and 6 Bottled Beers
brewed in the Great Brains tradition.

NEXT HOME FIXTURES . . . .

Tuesday, 1st January: CARDIFF v. BATH 3 p.m.
Sat., 12th January: CARDIFF v. PONTYPRIDD (Cup) 3 p.m.

Wed., 23rd January: CARDIFF v. S. WALES POLICE 7.15 p.m.

Anywhere
Return 50p

With a 2-adult Family
Railcard (£10)—one adult
pays the full fare, then
another adult and up to
FOUR children in the same
party travel anywhere on
British Rail and back for
only 50p each. Trip after
trip. There must be at least
one adult and one child
travelling in the party.

There is also a 1-adult
Family Railcard.

Details from
principal stations.

>

CARDIFF RUGBY

SUPPORTERS
CLUB
Away tripsi—
Jan. 5 Moseley £3.00

Jan. 26 Aberavon £2.00
Feb. 2 Ebbw Vale £2.00
Feb. 9 Bristol £2.50

Feb. 16 London Welsh
(Twickenham trip)

Apr. 12 Swansea £2.20
Apr. 19 Neath £2.00




of a fine Tavern
and Motel

and

Cwmciddy Free House
Tavern & Motel

AIRPORT ROAD, BARRY Telephone 732892

Enjoy the Hospitality

Excellent
Steaks

Cold Buffet

FIRST XV FIXTURES

1979 Sat. 22 Aberavon H 36-8
SEPTEMBER | & Wed. 26 Pontypridd H 19-3
Sat. 1 East District H 66-8 Sat. 29 Coventry  H.........
Wed. 5 Glamorgan Wands. A 26-9
Sat. 8 Neath H 283 1980
Wed. 12 Bristol H 17-17 SANUARY
Sat. 15 Coventry A 15-16 Lucs T RRInE it
Wed. 19 Canada H 19-8 at. 9 Moselay
Sat. 22 Aberavon H 29-12 PR iR (Cup)
, Penarth A 12- :
e e ot Wed. 23 S. Wales Police  H.........
Sat. 26 Aberavon A
OCTOBER FE
Wed. 3 Bridgend H 917 BRUARY
Sat. 6 Sat. 2 Ebbw Vale
Wed. 10 Pontypridd A 13-10 gasl
5 Sat. 16 London Welsh

Sat. 13 Northampton H 45-4 s
Wed. 17 Newport A 21-12 et Lpod L Tie dihsRotnd
Sat. 20 Cambridge Univ. H 37-12 e 205 HBH S Hoooooo.
Wed. 24 Pontypool A 10-28 MARCH
Sat. 27 Harlequins A 43-19 Tues. 4 San Isidro(All pay) H.........
Wed. 31 Don Pill Memorial H 15-27 Sat. 8 Pontypool [, o5 SR

Selected XV (All pay) Sat. 15
NOVEMBER Sat. 22 Newport ;1 Seels.
Sat. 3 Munster A 15-13 Sat. 29 Llanelli [ [
Wed. 7 Oxford University H € APRIL
Sat. 10 Ebbw Vale H 32-16 Sat. 5 Barbarians | BT
Sat. 17 Waunarlwydd (Cup) H 43-3 Mon. 7 Harlequins Hoosvasss
Sat. 24 Llanelli A 14-18 Wed. 9
DECEMBER Sat. 12 Swansea V.
Sat. 1 Swansea H 21-17 Wed. 16
Wed. 5 Maesteg A 13-19 Sat. 19 Neath ~  A........
Sat. 8 London Welsh H 50-12 Sat. 26 W.R.U. Cup Final
Sat. 15 Wrexham (Cup) H 36-6

THE BOOK YOU'VE ALL BEEN
WAITING FOR.

RETH

The autobiography
of arughy legend

From the Welsh Valleys to the
triumphant peaks of world
Rugby fame. He was born
the son of a Welsh miner
and soon displayed
the skills that made him,
at twenty, the youngest
rugby player ever to
captain his national side.
Without doubt Gareth was
the finest scrum-half in a golden
era for Welsh Rugby, he finally
became the most capped
international to play for Wales.
GARETH is his own story, and it
is as lively, humorous and
inspiring as the man himself.

9 5 p zt;:fcz:gz and packing

|

Please send me............ copies of GARETH l

| enclose Cheque/Postal Order for £..................made I
payable to Arrow Books Limited which includes cost of I

Post and Packing. I

Name I
Address |

Allow 21 days for delivery CRFC1 I
——— 4

AN ARROW PAPERBACK

Available from all good bookshops or in case of difficulty from:
ARROW BOOKS LIMITED, PO. Box 29, DOUGLAS, ISLE OF MAN



YOURS INTERNATIONALLY!

SEER SPORTS

INTERNATIONAL LTD.

56 COWBRIDGE ROAD EAST, CARDIFF
Telephone: 24880

Sole suppliers of Sports Equipment to
CARDIFF RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB

£ ES *
We supply most of Wales’ leading Rugby Clubs, may we supply YOU
* * *

The famous 'SEER-LUXE’ Rugby Jerseys are available ONLY FROM US
as used by Cardiff, Bridgend, etc. etc.
* * *
CLUB BADGES AND CLUB TIE SPECIALISTS
MADE UP TO YOUR OWN DESIGNS

Special discounts for Clubs!

Haig Tackle.

(i

Don’tbe vague.
Team up with Haig.

Provincial Printing & Publishing Co. Ltd., Cardiff




