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Cardiff v. Llanelli

WEDNESDAY, 28th NOVEMBER, 1984
KICK OFF 7.15 p.m.

Well, well, well! After last Saturday’s happenings, Matilda must certainly have
done her fair share of Waltzing. With the sort of pre-match atmosphere that
permeated, it indicated a rather close game with only the brave predicting the eventual
winner. Who would have put a bent penny on the Wallabies chalking up the highest
score of any major touring team that has ever graced The Arms Park. Certainly not me.
And give them their due, on the day they would have been a match for any side that
could have been turned out by any International Board country. The real heroes of the
piece must be the whole Australia pack who's ability to win enough ball for their
potentially lethal backs was very much in question. What a complete reversal of that
situation it turned out to be though and great credit must go to that Wallaby pack and
the positive manner in which their talented backs used it.

Perhaps we should be a little grateful that the ground was a bit on the heavy side
but full marks to groundsman Bill Hardiman for having the pitch in a far better condition
than we would have expected given the monsoon like rains we've had all through the
month. What could have happened had the weather conditions been more suitable to
their all out attacking style leaves you frightened to contemplate. Those first two tries
were absolute gems and well worthy of comparison with some of the great scores by
Wales in the spectacular 1970’s. Oh that we could see the men in Welsh jerseys scoring
such well created and clinically executed tries. The only plus element that we can take
from last Saturday was the fact that Jeff Whitefoot finally gained that coveted cap
after being so long on the replacement bench. Well done Jeff on becoming Cardiff’s
165th Welsh international.

Credit must also be given to Wallaby coach Alan Jones in his unshakeable
confidence in the ability of his best side to be good enough to achieve their first ever
grand slam of the four home countries. With Welsh hopes of squashing this well and
truly buried it only remains for Scotland to thwart their attempt. To Australia, then, we
wish you good luck in your quest for what would be a very well deserved honour. And
looking slightly more ahead to December 15th when they return to Cardiff for the
Baabaa’s game, it would be a real corker provided we get reasonable conditions. As you
may well remember it was Bill McClean’s 1947-48 Australian touring side that played
the first game between the Baabaa’s and a major touring team so a repeat of that match
of January 1948 would come as an early, but very welcome Christmas present.
Incidentally, speaking of the Baabaa's, the next new selection for the famous nomads
will be the 100th Cardiff player to receive the honour. Any bets on who that would be?

On to this evening’s game now however and | suppose both our visitors and
ourselves are indulging in a little bit of preening and basking in the glory of doing what
neither of England, Ireland nor Wales could do, and that’s beat Australia. The Scarlets
must be given great credit for their second half performance when it looked as if they
were dead and buried at the interval. But they generated the ‘Old Scarlet Fever” in that
second half and ran out with another touring team scalp under their belts. Well done
Sospan.

Hopefully, then, for tonight’s game there will be no hang-ups in the shape of
injuries and both sides will be able to field their best teams. That win overthe Wallabies
did The Scarlets the world of good as the season has not been all peaches and cream
for them so far. Their old warhorse, Ray Gravell has only made spasmodic appearances
due to his new found career on the ‘telly’, while skipper Phil May was first side-lined by
injury and then along came his unfortunate sending-off which keeps him out until next



month. The cumulative effect of this situation robs Llanelli of a tremendous amount of
experience at a time when they are rebuilding their side in an attempt to recapture the
heyday period of the early and mid 1970’s. Some of their younger players are certainly
fulfilling these aspirations and one of their newest caps, Phil Lewis, looks very much a
player in the J.J. Williams mould. His speed along the wing and his style is very
reminiscent of his famous predecessor so is his kick over the top and chase technique.

At this point in time, however, consistency seems to be the name of the game that
The Scarlets are looking for. They have been very much up and down again this year.
After finishing last season by winning only one of their last seven games, in which they
scored only 19 points and conceded 114, they appear to be on the same track again
this year particularly away from home. In the whole of 1984, that's the back end of last
season and up to the present of this, they have managed to win only two games against
first class opposition away from home. Things are slowly coming into line however, and
no doubt nothing would give them more encouragement than to register a win on The
Arms Park this evening. This is more than they have achieved for some time now though
as they last ran out winners in Cardiff in November, 1978 and by also winning on their
own patch that season, 1978-79, it was also the last time they doubled up. Of the 13
games played since that defeat in Cardiff, including two cup matches, we have won 8
to The Scarlets 5. All their five wins have been on Stradey but of our 8 wins, we have
managed to come home with the bacon from ‘Sospanland’ twice. Our overall record of
fixtures which began in 1881 reads played 205, won 114, lost 74, drawn 16, points for
1943, against 1415. So, to Llanelli then, welcome again to the Arms Park,
congratulations on your victory over Australia and, long may we remain in partnership
as the scourge of major touring teams when they visit Wales.
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THE MOST ADVANCED & COMPREHENSIVE RANGE
OF EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE FOR HIRE IN WALES

MINI-EXCAVATORS - COMPRESSORS
FLOOR SAWS - DRILLING RIGS - BOBCATS
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KNOW THE LAWS

By J. E. MALCOLM THOMAS

Should it have been a penalty try?

Warm congratulations to Llanelli on their fine victory over the Australians.
For 21years | lived in Penygroes, near Llanelli, and spent a great deal of my time
supporting the Scarlets, and last Tuesday was one of very many fine
achievements in the history of this great club.

But the game could have ended in real controversy. Llanelli’s left wing,
Edward Ellis was tackled without the ball as he seemed certain to outsprint the
defence and drive on his fly kick for a thrilling try.

In the end it did not matter as outside-half, Gary Pearce made the
touchdown anyway, and converted his try with a fine kick from near the
touchline.

However, very many spectators and television on-lookers were uncertain
onthe incident —should it have been a penalty try? Indeed did the referee, who
was chasing from behind, actually see the obstruction on Ellis?

One thing is certain, however, in law, that the English referee, Mr. Fred
Howard, was perfectly correct in letting Pearce’s score stand and not
awarding a penalty try under the posts.

He had no option under the laws as a penalty try can only be givenifa try
would probably have been scored. If the Wallabies cover defence had
beaten Pearce to the touch down, a penalty try was, | am sure, inevitable.

But a try was scored from the move, thus cancelling the requirements for a
penalty try.

A STATISTICAL HISTORY OF
CARDIFF R.F.C. 1876-1984

by C.R.G. HARRIS
®
144 pages of facts and figures for £2
®
Available from the Club Shop




Rugby Quiz — No. 10

Let’s test your knowledge of tonight’s visitors:—

1. Who is Llanelli’'s most capped player?

2. Phil Bennett played 29 times for Wales, how many of these were at outside half?
3. Philalso holds the record number of points scored by an individual for Wales, how

many did he score in his 29 appearances?

4. Llanelli hold the record for the most consecutive appearances in the Schweppes

Cup. How many and when?

5. During that period they amassed a record 26 consecutive wins in their marvellous

cup run. Who finally brought it to an end?
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CLARENCE BRIDGE
VAN AND CAR HIRE LTD.

Specialists in Transit and Cargo Tipper Trucks

Full Range of Cars
available on Spot or Contract Hire Basis

CORPORATION ROAD, GRANGETOWN, CARDIFF
Telephones: 29623 and 396369

71/73 CITY ROAD, CARDIFF
Telephones: 493908 and 496369

CARDIFF ATHLETIC CLUB

Are you looking for convivial surroundings for a

Private Party or Function

If so why not try our new

Bute or Tudor Rooms

situated below our South Stand at the far end of the

ground. Both are very tastefully decorated and

details of available dates and conditions of hire can
be readily obtained from the general office.

CARDIFF RUGBY SUPPORTERS CLUB

MEMBERSHIP £1 PER SEASON

Coaches to Away Games Social Events
November
Fri. 9 Horse Race Night
Deasnbigs Fri. 30  Annual Dinner

Sat. 1 Swansea £2.50
Sat. 29 Coventry £5.00

December
Fri. 7 Quiz Night at Aberaman

- the superb panelled Alexandra room provides an

Royal Hotel™"

St. Mary's Street, Cardiff CF1 ILL.
Tel: Cardiff 383321

Traditional standards of courtesy and service are still the
most important assets of this imposing city centre hotel.
Conference facilities for up to 350 can be provided —and

impressive setting for banquets and dinner dances.

EmbassymHotels




John Sanders

CHARTERED SURVEYOR AND ESTATE AGENT

il S ROPERTTSALL: 808 NEWPORT ROAD, 166 WHITCHURCH ROAD,
% Q‘ RUMNEY, CARDIFF. =~ AND HEATH, CARDIFF
(o TEL 793419 TEL 616202
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QUIDNUNC’S COLUMN

Well, | never. . . . never expected, that is, to hear Alan John Phillips described as a
‘sensitive soul’. Yet that is how one of his close acquaintances referred to him. The
colleague continued: “He is possibly one of the most misunderstood players in the
team. He builds up this tough facade — and plays to it — but deep down below that
dourness, he is very sensitive and caring — particularly about the younger players.”

With a bit of luck, that word ‘sensitive’ should send Alan John Phillips into a
motivated state of mind for this evening’s visit of those menaces from the west.

And, of course, there is a particular irony in this evening’s game following the
defeat of Wales on Saturday. As the two club sides who have defeated the touring
Australians, there may be special needle in proceedings. In which case Alan Phillips will
certainly be well to the fore.

Alan, in fact, enthusiast as he is, watched Saturday’s game from the anonymity of
the West terrace. He was, I'm told, sought out by a journalist after the shattering defeat
for his comments. “If you are a writer,” he told the scribe, “I am making no comment.
But if you've half an hour to spare as a rugby enthusiast, then listen to this.” Or words to
that effect.

Rivalry as there has always been between Alan and the Welsh captain Spike
Watkins —when Alan and Mike were Cardiff clubmates, they were of course alternating
as reserve hooker to Bobby Windsor in the Welsh national squad — it gave the Cardiff
vice-captain no pleasure to see his fellow countrymen under both the hammer and the
sword. He is as enthusiastic for Wales as he is for Cardiff — and that is saying really
quite a lot.

“If Alan Phillips cries off from a game,” says one of his team mates, “then you can
guarantee something really serious has happened. He is 100 per cent for the club, very
loyal.”

That loyalty to his colleagues has led to occasional brushes with committee men
“but it is only that he is fighting for the team, and especially for the youngsters,” says
the colleague.

The enthusiasm shows itself in a variety of ways. “He was responsible for bringing
to the club one very good young player who was out of a job,” says another person
connected with Cardiff, “and made himself responsible for ensuring that the player had
new boots and was thoroughly looked after. But Alan’s that sort of guy.”

Others will tell you of his determination to raise money for the club’s tours. Before
the trip to Bangkok last summer, for example, “you couldn’t get on the team bus for any
away match without Alan wielding a batch of raffle tickets under your nose. No one was
safe from him — and Terry Holmes.”

And even though he doesn't play the game himself, he would not miss the club’s
fund-raising golf days: he’ll always be there for the laugh.

Talking about golf, and digressing for a moment, | believe that Terry Holmes was
back on the course this afternoon, striving to regain fitness, when partnering Albert
Francis in a friendly match between the Cardiff Committee and the Llanelli Committee.

And talking about Albert Francis, understand that Albert could tell you the half-
time score of a game even if he hadn’t seen a single move. When he takes the interval
oranges on to the Park, Alan Phillips will scoff the lot, given the chance and if Cardiff are
winning. If things are going wrong, as happened a week or two ago when Oxford
University were the visitors, he won't have a single slice.

Strange because the redoubtable and lively Phillips has a reputation among some
of his mates of being a bit of a magpie where food is concerned.

A man of many parts, then. Hooker Phillips is a Cardiff record-holder —as the player
who has scored the most tries wearing the No. 2 shirt. This was a number he did not
always wear.

At Kenfig Comprehensive he played in the centre —which gives some clue as to his

continued over page . . . .
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FRANCE v WALES SCOTLAND v WALES
PARIS, 19th JANUARY EDINBURGH, 2nd MARCH
Inclusive tours by Air from Cardiff Inclusive tours by Rail and Air from
with hotels: Concorde la Fayette, Cardiff with hotels: North British,
Concorde St Lazare, Du Havre George, King James, Crest, Post House,
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Prices from £99. Flights from Cardiff by AIRWAYS CYMRU

Wales’s own Airline)
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QUIDNUNC’S COLUMN continued

speed and mobility around the field — and only later turned to hooking, a position from
which he captained the Wales Youth team. Even so, not many people will remember
that his first appearance in Cardiff’s colours was on the wing — albeit as a replacement.

From then, Alan never looked back — or rarely, anyhow. The proud possessor of 15
Welsh caps (along with Terry Holmes, Gareth Davies and Scotty, he presented a Welsh
jersey to the ground staff at the National Ground: it hangs proudly in Bill Hardiman’s
office), he will surely remember the notorious ‘Ringer’s’ international with irony.

With only 14 men, and with time running out, Wales seemed to have plucked a
famous victory out of the air when Alan made the break which sent Elgan Rees in for a
try. Hare's injury-time penalty shattered the celebrations.

The window-cleaner from mid-Glamorgan — he somehow always manages to
persuade the Cardiff team to stop at his local pub for a drop or two of real ale on their
way back from matches down West — always plays to the very end, never gives up. And
so it’s a bit surprising also to hear another friend echo almost the original words of this
article. “He can make some very cutting comments sometimes about his colleagues but
they are always constructive. And he’ll melt if you apologise for an error. . . .”

All of which again should help send A.J.P. out on to the Park tonight raring to go. |
don’t somehow think that Llanelli will discover how sensitive Alan really is.

And so it promises to be yet another Wednesday evening of drama. It’s strange
how the fixtures have fallen to provide so many mid-week crucial matches. And there
are more to come.

Watch this space for further revelations — though | understand that certain
tentative questions have been asked in my local as to the identity of Quidnunc. | hope
for selfish reasons that my grasses don’t dry up.

Alan Phillips, sensitive? Hah!

Bowers International Ltd.
Stan Bowers Coaches

]

STAN BOWERS

41,45 and 53 SEATERS
FOR PRIVATE AND CONTRACT HIRE

Tel: Bridgend 55738
24 HOUR SERVICE
Llynfi Lane, Bridgend, Mid. Glamorgan

Lloyds Ban
is for life




Cardiff Rugby Club 1984-85

FIRST XV FIXTURES

1984 Sat. 8 Bryncoch (Cup 2nd Rnd) A.........
SEPTEMBER Sat. 22  Bridgend [ e
Sat. 1 East District H54-6 Wed. 26 Pontypridd H...
Wed. 5 Glam. Wanderers H34-6 Sat. 29 Coventry e
Sat. 8 Neath A12-13 1985
Wed. 12  Bristol A30-26 JANUARY
Sat. 15 Coventry H17-0
Tues. 1 Crawshays XV
Wed. 19 Penarth H64-3 Sat 5 Moséels
. Y
Sat. 22 Aberavog Agg':g Sat. 12  Aberavon
Wed. 26 Pontypridd A28- A
Sat .29 Garriowen A13-6 Sat. 26  W.R.U. Cup 3rd Round
FEBRUARY
OCTOBER Sat. 2  Ebbw Vale
Sat. 6 Newport H37-3 Sat. 9  Bristol
Wed. 10 Bridgend A12-9 Fri. 15 London Welsh
Sat. 13 Northampton A44-10 Sat. 23 W.R.U. Cup 4th Round
Wed. 17  Pontypool H 9-9 Wed. 27  S. Glamorgan Inst. Hiorsesos
Sat. 20 Cambridge Univ. A13-16 MARCH
Wed. 24  Australia (all pay) H16-12 Sat 9 Pontypdol /4
Sat. 27  Harlequins H25-19 s R Y i
Wed. 31 Newbridge A 6-12 Wed. 20 Maesteg (prov.) i
Sat. 23 Newport A...
NOVEMBER .
Sat. 3 lsicester H47-21 Sat. 30 Llanelli A
Wed. 7 Oxford University H15-13 APRIL
Sat. 10 Ebbw Vale A13-22 Sat. 6  Barbarians H
Sat. 17 Tonyrefail (Cup 1st Rnd) A22-9 Wed. 10 S. Wales Police H.
Wed. 28 Llanelli HoEs.. Sat. 13 Swansea H.
Sat. 20 Neath H.
DECEMBER Wed. 24  Bath A
Sat. 1 Swansea AR Sat. 27 W.R.U. Cup Final

ATHLETIC XV FIXTURES

1984 Sat. 15 Garndiffaith
SEPTEMBER . Sat. 22 Bridgend Sports
Sat. 1 Llanharan A46-10 Sat. 29 Coventry Extras
Wed. 5 Glam. Wanderers |l A22-25
Sat. 8 Bath United H50-16 1985
Mon. 10 Pontyclun A18-0 JANUARY
Wed. 12 Bristol United H25-9 Sat. 5 Moseley United
Sat. 15 Coventry Extras A21-15 Sat. 12 Llandaff
Mon. 17  Barry A15-6 Sat. 26  Neath Athletic
Wed. 19 Caerleon A26-12
Wed. 26  Pontypridd Athletic H22-21 FEBRUARY
Sat. 29  Neath Athletic H25-22 Sat. 2  Ebbw Vale Athletic
OCTOBER Wed. 6 Pontypridd Athletic
Wed. 3 Cardiff HSOB H64-61 Sat. 9 Bristol United
Sat. 6 Newport A27-24
Wed. 10  Pontypridd United H17-10 MARCH ;
Sat. 13 Abercarn H20-11 Sat. 2 Bath United
Wed. 17  Pontypool Athletic A26-16 Wed. 6  Pontypool United
Sat. 20  Blackwood H10-16 Sat. 9  Pontypool Athletic
Wed. 30  Newport Saracens H45-3 \F/\r/'-d ;(5) lB\ECkWOOd

ed. ercynon
NOVEMBER Sat. 23  Newport United
Sat. 3 Leicester Extras A28-14 Sat. 30 Bridgend Sports
Sat. 10 Ebbw Vale Athletic H36-9 3
Sat. 17 St. Peters A15-12 APRIL
DECEMBER Sat. 13 Swansea Athletic
Sat. 1 Swansea Athletic H Wed. 17 Llangennech
Sat. 8  Caerleon H Sat. 20  Talywain
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IT'S ELEMENTARY MY DEAR WATSON ...
if factory clearance is a problem, consider
the case solved when you contact ...

g)
/ 07
¥ i
L 6
TEE JAY
4 ) CONTRACTORS

LTD.

% PUBLIC WEIGHBRIDGE SERVICE

* BUYERS OF FERROUS & NON FERROUS METALS
% SCRAP CONTAINER SERVICE

* FACTORY CLEARANCE

* BUYERS OF OBSOLETE PLANT

% PLANT DEMOLITION

Contact TOM FOLEY at

COLLINGDON ROAD
CARDIFF
Tel: Cardiff 480097/487668
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BAILEY

GROUP

BAILEY Holdings Ltd. — Property Developers
BAILEY Homes Ltd. = — New Housing
BAILEY Properties Ltd. — Inner City

5 Renovations

A rapidly expanding property group in the South Wales area.
Further enquiries telephone Cardiff 555333.
Directors: P.E. Bailev, Chairman

P.M. Guv, BSc (Econ), ACA, Financial Director

B
Luc Lacerre {“’
Et Fils Ltd. \b

INTERNATIONAL SHIPPERS OF FINE WINES

— The Quality Wine Merchant of Wales ————

UK Head Office
78/80 City Road, Cardiff CF2 3DD
Telephone: 0222-482302 (8 lines)

Offices in London and Paris

Provincial Printing and Publishing Co. Ltd., Cardiff.




