


PEOPLE WHO
KNOW BEER HAVE
BRAINS

THE BEER WITH A HANDLE TO ITS NAME

SA-BITTER RD

Cardiff v. Ebbw Vale

SATURDAY, 2nd FEBRUARY, 1985
KICK OFF 3 p.m.

What a heartwarming sight it was to see the ducks swimming gracefully again on
Roath Park Lake rather than their slippery and ungainly waddling acroos the ice they
had been subjected to over the past few weeks. Now having mentioned ducks lets hope
the thaw is enough to keep them happy and we will not now be bedeviled with rain.
Hopefully then, the elements will now relent somewhat and allow us to work up a full
head of steam for the very busy programme that lies ahead.

We have been luckier than most however, because we lost only the one game
against Moseley whereas some other clubs lost as many as three. Perhaps | shouldn’t
use the word lucky in respect of the Aberavon game because it degenerates the
magnificent effort that Ground Manager Albert Francis and his staff produced in order
to get the pitch playable. They covered and uncovered the ground with the same
regularity that Elizabeth Taylor changes husbands and their industry and dedication
was a credit to them. It enabled us to see a game of excellence crammed full of the
type of rugby that brings the house down. The players certainly appreciated the
opportunity of being able to play and, equally so, the spectators for seeing such a
classic game. It helped enormously to stgve off the withdrawal symptoms some of us
would have experienced had we gone three weeks without seeing a game of rugby. So
to Albert and his gang with the able assistance of Bill Hardiman, well done, a
tremendous effort.

And so on to today when we extend a warm welcome to the men from the top end of
the Sirhowy Valley, Ebbw Vale. They become the 16th side to try to relieve us of our
ground record for the season. A win for them today would be a very palatable morsel to
savour because it would give them the double as they are only one of four sides to have
already got the better of us this campaign, on their own pitch by 22pts to 13. They last
achieved a double in season 1982-83 when they won 12-10 at Ebbw and then scraped
home on the Arms Park by the odd point in 39. For reasons well known to themselves
though they were none too excited about that latter victory in Cardiff so they have to
go back to season 1961-62 to recall the only other double they have managed in the
previous 56 fixtures since they beganin1927. The full record of the series reads: played
56, 32 wins to Cardiff, 19 to Ebbw Vale with 5 drawn. We have scored 809pts to
their 460.

At present The Vale are very much in the rebuilding stakes. Last season was one of
their worst on record losing 32 of the 54 games played. New coach, lan Morgan has
stuck to his guns however, and has persevered with the crop of talented youngsters on
their books. This holds good particularly behind the scrum where the average age is
well below most sides. Andrew Hawkes their young full back is at present the top points
collector having chalked up 158 in their 27 games. Old hard Carl Dennehy is the top try
scorer with eight and he is closely followed by Kim Norbett with seven. The latter of
these players achieved his 100th first team appearance for the Vale against us earlierin
the season which of course they won by 22-13. He has played consistently well and has
missed only 4 of the 27 games played.

Up until last Saturday Vale had previously played 26 games and they had achieved
a 50% rating having won 13 and lost 13 scoring 438 for, to 385 against. Last Saturday
however, they said goodbye to their Schweppes Cup involvement at St. Helens when
Swansea beat them 25-6. Obviously, they are very disappointed with their situation but
I’'m sure captain and flanker, Neil Robinson will tell his players to forget all about last
Saturday and concentrate on winning today in order to achieve the bumper bonus of
snatching our ground record and achieving a rare double.



To Ebbw Vale then welcome to The Arms Park once again, we hope you enjoy your
visit.

Terry Charles and his Rags side emerged from winter hibernation last Saturday
and recorded a good away win against the always powerful Neath Athletic. Hopefully,
to give the Rags a break from their long sequence of away games and with ground
conditions permitting they will play Cardiff and District on The Park on Wednesday,
13th February next, kick off at 7.15 p.m.

The Youth team have also reached the later stages of the Welsh Youth Cup and
strangely they have followed in the steps of the First Team because in the next round
they have to play Pontypool United Youth, the team defeated in the final last season to
win the Cup.

Speaking of the Cup it's congratulations to the side for such a workmanlike
performance at Newbridge in the most atrocious conditions. It certainly wasn't a
surface for running rugby but we still managed to score three excellent tries. The next
round promises to be a real humdinger and will probably be a sell out. There will be
tickets for the stands and pay at the turnstiles for the enclosures so we will keep you
well informed as to when and where tickets will be available.

Lastly, but by no means least, let us salute Terry Holmes on his appointment as
captain of Wales. It is the greatest honour an individual can get and Terry is a
thoroughly deserving recipient due to his consistent excellence of play on the field and
his marvellous attitude off it. Well done Terry.
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KNOW THE LAWS

By J. E. MALCOLM THOMAS

THE DELIBERATE KNOCK ON

The penalty, in law, for a deliberate knock on is a penalty kick at the place of
infringement, or a penalty try if the referee feels that a try would probably have
been scored.

But is this too harsh and severe a penalty? Well, the’powers that be’ are querying at
the moment whether a deliberate knock on is deserving of such a penalty.

The Referees Committee of the Welsh Rugby Union, on which the referees are
represented by former referee and now Referees Assessor, Mr. Gwyn Watts, feel that
the penalty should be changed to a free kick. They explain that whilst deliberate or
intentional has a relevance to cheating it is very much of a grey area. Therefore, it is very
difficult to determine always the difference between an intentional or deliberate act and
a genuine attempt to intercept or catch the ball. They feel that in determining the
intensity of the offence one should enquire as to whether such a pass should have been
made in the first instance. Because of such a query and doubt the punishment should
be a free kick and not a penalty kick carrying with it the possiblity of scoring points or a
circumstance for the award of a penalty try.

However, the Laws Sub Committee of the Welsh Society of Rugby Union
Referees were unanimous and firm in rejecting this. This body, composed mainly of
existing and practising referees, recommend no change to the existing law. But they
do express much concern that all knock ons in the situation of intercepting a pass are
being regarded as deliberate. There are times when players are trying to stop a pass or
catch the ball and this should not be deemed deliberate. They wish to remind referees
of Law 17 (i) where the referee has to be absolutely sure “that the knock on is not
intentional.”

Therefore, for the time being there is no change in law. But for how long?

A STATISTICAL HISTORY OF
CARDIFF R.F.C. 1876-1984
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Rugby Quiz — No. 12
In tribute to Terry Holmes

When did Terry make his Cardiff First XV debut?
How many Welsh caps does he hold?

When did he make his Welsh debut?

Who was the last Cardiff born Cardiff captain?
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How many other Cardiff scrum halves have captained Wales since the last war?
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CARDIFF ATHLETIC CLUB

Are you looking for convivial surroundings for a

Private Party or Function

If so why not try our new

Bute or Tudor Rooms

situated below our South Stand at the far end of the

ground. Both are very tastefully decorated and

details of available dates and conditions of hire can
be readily obtained from the general office.

CLARENCE BRIDGE
VAN AND CAR HIRE LTD.

Specialists in Transit and Cargo Tipper Trucks

Full Range of Cars
available on Spot or Contract Hire Basis

CORPORATION ROAD, GRANGETOWN, CARDIFF
Telephones: 29623 and 396369

71/73 CITY ROAD, CARDIFF
Telephones: 493908 and 496369

CARDIFF RUGBY SUPPORTERS CLUB

MEMBERSHIP £1 PER SEASON

Coaches to Away Games Social Events

January ) January 17th PARIS TRIP

Mari::t 267 harrge L2060 March 8th  QUIZ NIGHT
Sat 9 Pontypool £2.50 April 4th RACE MEETING FOR
Sat 30  Llanelli £3.00 YOUTH TEAM

April April 18th DINNER DANCE
Wed 24 Bath £2.50 (Subject to demand)

Royal Hotel™"

St. Mary’s Street, Cardiff CFI 1LL.
Tel: Cardiff 383321

Traditional standards of courtesy and service are still the
most important assets of this imposing city centre hotel.
Conference facilities for up to 350 can be provided —and
the superb panelled Alexandra room provides an
impressive setting for banquets and dinner dances.

EmbassymHotels
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John Sanders

CHARTERED SURVEYOR AND ESTATE AGENT

808 NEWPCRT ROAD, 166 WHITCHURCH ROAD,
RUMNEY, CARDIFF. AND HEATH, CARDIFF
TEL 793419 TEL 616202

AGENTS FOR HALIFAX AND PRINCIPALITY BUILDING SOCIETIES
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Cardiff Ebbw Vale Cardiff
15. P. REES Full tlack Lo Kok 15, o 5
FOR OQUALITY 14. G CORDLE Right Wing D. DAVIES 14. ul
Q 13. K. HOPKINS Right Centre S.LEWIS 13. .
STYLE 12. A. DONOVAN Left Centre M. JONES 12. : g &c]
11. A. HADLEY Left Wing M. OWEN 11. ‘ il |
4 * ti| Established 1865
CHOICE anp 10. W. G. DAVIES Outside Half £ WATKINS 10, B
RANGE 9. T. HOLMES (Captain) Inside Half D5 50 URI-NORKEFT 9. Mombon o e e e e
1. S-WHITEFOOT C OLi-nis Forwards S. WHARTON 1. 92 St. Mary Street. Cardiff
Tel. _
2. A PHILLIPS . : B. CLARKE 2. ke
3. I. EIDMAN KASSoe M. SIBFHORPE 3. Paid up shares-
4. K. EDWARDS G. HARPER 4. )
5. H. STONE COUCHLe D—FRYER— 6. Withdrawals at 24 hours
g- :- IL:E\K'F"\:( e N(-:Rg:h'::;gg g- notice without penalty
. S. PENRY-ELLI A 1 L . : e
AND 7. G. ROBERTS >en s J-HOWELL 7. with hlghly competltlve
ENJOY , rates of interest.
THE CHANGE 16. G. WILLiAMS Replacements G. LAWRENCE 16.
G | 17. L. O’'BRIEN I. WATKINS 17. Local Agencies
Peter Jeffery, ., Insur. r | W
Albany Road. Llanrumney. B:lz.rng: ggms::gochgelx:nha?: ?032225735/9\??;; 4
Cowbridge Rd East. Queen Street. Referee: A.V}I. BEVAN R.H. Seel & Co., Chartered Surveyors, Wellfield Court
Si Davids Cemre Ca\’dlff S | Wellfield Road. Roath Park. Cardiff. Tel. (0222) 492331
: : 2 G.T. Aspros & Co., Insurance Consultants.
throughout South Wales. Today’s match ball donated by FOLDBERGER RESTAURANT 1a Paget Street. Grangetown. Cardiff. Tel. (0222) 25939
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For information regarding
advertising in this Programme
please contact
ALYN THOMAS on

Cardiff 487870

Next home fixture .. ..

v. Bristol

SATURDAY, 9th FEBRUARY, 1985

KICK OFF 3 p.m.

Where Else!
QUI QUI WINE BAR

CHARLES STREET, CARDIFF
Telephone: 44318




QUIDNUNC’S COLUMN

There was a moment before half-time during that quite excellent victory at Newbridge
in the Cup last Saturday when it looked as if Kevin Edwards had scored a try. Now Heavy Kev,
as he is known by some of his mates, would have regarded this as a quite normal and just
reward for everything that had happened so far that afternoon. A sticky, cloying, not to say
almost unplayable pitch, a dominant Cardiff performance by a pack which was gradually
grinding down the opposition. And then, a splendid back row move before the ball is fed back
inside a confused defence and over goes Kevin for the perfect try.

A perfect try insofar as it had nothing whatsoever to do with those glory-boy, headline
seekers behind the forwards: at least two of whom had not even dirtied their knees by then.
The only flaw was that the referee, in his wisdom and ignorance, believed that Heavy Kev had
somehow been held up — all 18 stones of him.

For Edwards, great advocate of keeping it tight, double shoving and of all things
forward, it was a moment of sad truth: the headline was missed. What he does not know is
that a certain Sunday newspaper scribe named him as one of the men of the match —only for
him to be thwarted again as the report concerned failed to appear in the South Wales
edition. It will be little solace for the big lock to hear that someone in Cumbria, the Shetlands
or even North Yorkshire was able to read that he almost scored a try.

His only real consolation was that, back in the dressing-room, he did not as usual have
to fight it out with Bob Norster for the longest use of the mirror. Bob, of course, was not
playing — but is happily now recovering apace from the fracture of the jaw bone against
Bridgend before Christmas.

“You'd never believe their performance in front of the mirror,” says a colleague. “All
those pectoral muscles being flexed, those bodies beautiful being examined. And Kevin's
shirt is always the last thing to be puton....”

Another team-mate talks about Kevin's pre-match routine in the dressing-room.
“Marvellous to watch,” he reports. “Heavy Kev is always first into the dressing-room and
then there’s this extraordinary routine as he prepares for the match.

“First of all, on goes his headband. Theniit's the knee strap. Then an ankle support, then
a thigh support, then a bandage for something else and a waist band or something.

“When he changes back after a game, and takes them all off, you expect him to drop to
bits in a large heap.”

Mr. Edwards would expect this sort of comment and leg-pull from his team-mates. He's
had years and years of practice at taking it —especially from the likes of John Scott and Chris
Webber, his permanent detractors. “l remember Kevin did travel to an away match in the
coach once,” recalls one of the squad, “but he took so much hammer that | think he decided
it was safer to travel alone, less hassle.”

In fact, there’s a much more logical reason why Kevin is not perhaps to be seen on the
team coach when they return to the Arms Park —and it benefits his colleagues. His father-in-
law keeps a pub at Usk (he himself lives with his wife in Gwent) and, as such, it is a highly
convenient watering place after forays to Moseley, Coventry and other exotic English
Midlands resorts.

“Beer is one of Kevin’s favourite subjects,” says one of the colleagues, “and it's one of
the few topics on which he does not leave himself wide open to criticism. Otherwise we just
wind him up and he talks about anything and everything before he always drops a big
mistake.”

Except on Brenin Bitter. But then, he works for Crown Brewery and should know a thing
or two.

Talking about knowing a thing or two, it is just possible that three or four of this
column’s more erudite regular readers may have been listening to — or even watching —
BBC's Mastermind last Sunday evening. If they were, they will understand why | sat bolt
upright when | heard Magnus Magnusson suddenly ask a question about Quidnunc.

Now various little birds have told me — nay, even accused me — that there is a certain
hue and cry in the Cardiff dressing-room, with players and committee men trying to discover

continued over page . . . .
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QUIDNUNC’S COLUMN continued

the identity of this scurrilous columnist and watching to see which member of the team is
busy taking notes.

“Quidnunc,” pontificated Mr. Magnusson quite accurately, “was a Roman
gossipmonger,” —or words to that effect. He then asked what it meant. The answer was also
correct: What now? Or what next?

| mention this not out of any big-headedness but only to recap for those who might have
come last to the column, to the season or who have merely read this far.

But, as Mastermind himself would say, |'ve started so I'll finish — still on the question of
Heavy Kev.

The large Mr. Edwards, famous for his lightning pitch-covering burst which led to lan
Eidman’s Cup-winning try against Bridgend, has decided that he will go down under to
Australia to play rugby this summer — and, he added as if to confirm what his friends say
about brick-dropping, “to get fit.” Which, of course, begs the immediate question as to why
he does not get fit here?

In fact, he claims that he does. Much physical work is inevitably involved: bench
presses, pull-ups, weight-training and the like. “The only thing,” it is reported by one player,
“is that no one has actually seen Kevin do these things. But he tells us it's true and you have
to believe him don't you?”

And there are allegations that he always puffs and blows more at line-outs in front of the
committee box than he does at the other side of the ground — though this apparent sign of
excessive effort could be misinterpreted as lack of fitness.

Talking about lineouts, there are also rumours that after seven years of practice, big
Kevin, Heavy Kev, will actually catch a ball at the front some day between now and the Cup
Final.

“When the mood finally suits him,” it was said.

But as they talk about him, you can see his friends and team-mates wondering how they
can really pull the brawny leg of the large man in the second row. At the end of the day, they
would much rather have him on their side.

Bowers International Ltd.
Stan Bowers Coaches

STAN BOWERS

41,45 and 53 SEATERS
FOR PRIVATE AND CONTRACT HIRE

Tel: Bridgend 55738

24 HOUR SERVICE
Llynfi Lane, Bridgend, Mid. Glamorgan

Lloyds Bank
is for life




Cardiff Rugby Club 1984-85

FIRST XV FIXTURES

1984 Sat. 8 W.R.U. Cup 2nd Round
SEPTEMBER Sat. 22 Bridgend

Sat. 5 Moseley

Sat. 1 East District H54-6 Wed. 26 Pontypridd
Wed. 5 Glam. Wanderers H34-6 Sat. 29 Coventry
Sat. 8 Neath A12-13 1985
Wed. 12 Bristol A30-26 JANUARY
Sat. 15 Coventry H17-0 s Crawshays XV
Wed. 19 Penarth H64-3 =k ¥
Sat. 22 Aberavon A23-19

2 Sat. 12 Aberavon
Wed. 26 Pontypridd A28-15 :
Sat. 29 Garryowen A13-6 Sat. 26 Newbridge (Cup 3rd Rnd)

FEBRUARY
OCTOBER Sat. 2  Ebbw Vale
Sat. 6 Newport H37-3 Sat. 9 Bristol
Wed. 10  Bridgend A12-9 Fri. 15 London Welsh
Sat. 13 Northampton A44-10 Sat. 23 W.R.U. Cup 4th Round
Wed. 17 Pontypool H 9-9 Wed. 27 S. Glamorgan Inst.
Sat. 20 Cambridge Univ. A13-16 MARCH
Wed. 24 Australia (all pay) H16-12 Sat 9 P |
Sat. 27  Harlequins H25-19 2 antypoo
. Fri. 15 Bective Rangers

Wed. 31 Newbridge A 6-12

Wed. 20 Maesteg (prov.)

Sat. 23 Newport
NOVEMBER Sat. 30 Llanelli

Sat. 3 Leicester H47-21
Wed. 7 Oxford University H15-13 APRIL
Sat. 10 Ebbw Vale A13-22 Sat. 6 Barbarians
Sat. 17 Tonyrefail (Cup 1st Rnd) A22-9 Wed. 10 S. Wales Police
Wed. 28 Llanelli H24-6 Sat. 13 Swansea
: Sat. 20 Neath
DECEMBER Wed. 24  Bath
Sat. 1 Swansea A13-13 Sat. 27 W.R.U. Cup Final
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ATHLETIC XV FIXTURES

1984 Sat. 15 Garndiffaith

SEPTEMBER Sat. 22 Bridgend Sports

Sat. 1 Llanharan A46-10 Sat. 29 Coventry Extras

Wed. 5  Glam. Wanderers I A22-25 Mon. 31 Bridgend Sports

Sat. 8 Bath United H50-16

Mon. 10  Pontyclun A18-0 1985

Wed. 12  Bristol United H25-9 JANUARY )

Sat. 15 Coventry Extras A21-15 Sat. 5 Moseley United

Mon. 17 Barry A15-6 Sat. 12 Llandaff

Wed. 19 Caerleon A26-12 Sat. 26 Neath Athletic

Wed. 26 Pontypridd Athletic H22-21 J

Sat. 29  Neath Athletic H25-22 FEBRUARY )

Sat. 2 Ebbw Vale Athletic

. Wed. 6 Pontypridd Athletic

Wed. 3  Cardiff HSOB H64-61 : :

Sat. 6 Newport A27-24 Sat. 9 Bristol United

Wed. 10 Pontypridd United H17-10 MARCH

Sat. 13  Abercarn H20-11 Sat. 2 Bath United

Wed. 17 Pontypool Athletic A26-16 Wed. 6 Pontypool United

Sat. 20  Blackwood H10-16 Sat. 9  Pontypool Athletic

Wed. 30 Newport Saracens H45-3 Fri. 15 Blackwood

NOVEMBER Wed. 20 Abercynon .

Sat. 3 Leicester Extras A28-14 Sat. 23 Newport United

Sat. 10  Ebbw Vale Athletic H36-9 Sat. 30  Bridgend Sports

Sat. 17 St. Peters A15-12 APRIL

DECEMBER Sat. 13 Swansea Athletic

Sat. 1 Swansea Athletic H 9-16 Wed. 17 Llangennech

Sat. 8 Caerleon H44-4 Sat. 20 Talywain

H72-0
A Post.
H18-12
A18-12

IT'S ELEMENTARY MY DEAR WATSON ...
if factory clearance is a problem, consider
the case solved when you contact ...
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5 ) ) CONTRACTORS

LTD.

% PUBLIC WEIGHBRIDGE SERVICE

% BUYERS OF FERROUS & NON FERROUS METALS
%* SCRAP CONTAINER SERVICE

% FACTORY CLEARANCE

* BUYERS OF OBSOLETE PLANT

% PLANT DEMOLITION

Contact TOM FOLEY at

COLLINGDON ROAD
CARDIFF
Tel: Cardiff 480097/487668
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BAILEY

GROUP

BAILEY Holdings Ltd. — Property Developers
BAILEY Homes Ltd. = — New Housing
BAILEY Properties Ltd. — Inner City

Renovations

A rapidly expanding property group in the South Wales area.
Further enquiries telephone Cardiff 555333.
Directors: P.E. Builev, Chairman

P.M. Guy, BSc (Econ), ACA, Financial Director

T
Luc Lacerre 2- k)
Et Fils Led. %y LY/
INTERNATIONAL SHIPPERS OF FINE WINES

—————The Quality Wine Merchant of Wales ————

UK Head Office *
78/80 City Road, Cardiff CF2 3DD
Telephone: 0222-482302 (8 lines)

Offices in London and Paris

T ————

Provincial Printing and Publishing Co. Ltd., Cardiff.
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