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COLLEGE—By ROBERT COLE, Western Mail

“ Absolute Utopia. It really was, and still is, a place of sporting excellence’’—Those
were the words used by one of South Glamorgan Institute’s most famous products, Allan
Martin, to describe the College quite rightly called Welsh Rugby’s greatest nursery.

Since its inception in 1950-51 Cardiff Training College, as it was then known, has
produced 30 internationals for Wales, 11 of them capped while still students, one
English cap and 14 British Lions.

In addition some 27 College or Institute products have represented Wales B, three
of Wales’ five National Coaches to date have come from Cyncoed and the first-class game
throughout Wales and England is littered with top quality players who learned the finer
points of the attacking game at the College.

The role it has played in Welsh Rugby can never be overstated and although there
have been massive changes in the nature of the courses offered to the students, the
refreshing and correct attitude towards how the game should be played still exists.

That the same spirit of adventure that helped educate such rugby greats as Gareth
Edwards, J. J. Williams, David Richards, Dewi Bebb and John Bevan still exists is down
to Institute coach Leighton Davies.

He took over the good work begun by Gwynne Williams and Roy Bish and has, for
the past 20 years, preached an outstanding rugby gospel. His current side, as with so
many of the predecessors, thrill crowds wherever they play as well as shocking a few of
the established first-class teams.

The first College product to gain international honours was wing Haydn Morris.
Already a cap when he arrived, the College rugby team helped him become an established
Cardiff player and he went on to win two more caps after leaving.

In the same side as Morris were Llanellis Ray Williams, who won three caps, and
Denzil Thomas, who played once in the Welsh centre. C. L"Cowboy’ Davies and Billy
Watkins were two more students who went on to win international honours after
leaving the student ranks.

Flanker Geoff Whitson captained the 1956-57 College side and won his first cap
against France while still a student. The following season saw a vintage intake of students,
including four future internationals.

David Nash and Clive Rowlands not only went on to play for their country, but also
became National Coaches and Big Five members, while John Davies and Bill Morris both
won caps.

Rowlands led a 1960-61 College side which contained Dewi Bebb, while the 1964
side contained Tony Gray, a current Welsh selector, John Lloyd, a former National Coach,
Brian Price and Keri Jones.

Gareth Edwards, John Jeffries and J. J. Williams teamed up in the late Sixties sides,
while Allan Martin had .Jlohn Bevan, Roy Bergiers, Clive Shell, Brynmor Williams and
Colin Smart to keep him company in later College teams.

And so the long list of household rugby names moulded at the Cyncoed rugby
academy continues up to the present time. Swansea centre Kevin Hopkins was the most
recent cap, with Geraint John tipped to follow him into the Welsh side shortly.

Some of Wales and the World's finest rugby players have passed through the College’s
corridors and although much fine work has been done over the past 35 years, the same
enthusiasm and standards exist today.




PREVIOUS CUP ENCOUNTERS

March 11, 1972 at Cardiff Arms Park—Cardiff 7 Cardiff College 6
Cardiff: John Davies; Wayne Lewis, Neil Williams, Stuart Watkins, P. L. Jones, Barry John,

SOUTH GLAM. INSTITUTE VvV  CARDIFF

Gareth Edwards, Roger Beard, Gary Davies, Mike Knill, lan Robinson, Phil Kallonas, 15 Nathan Humphreys 15 Mike Rayer
Mervyn John, Carl Smith, Roger Lane.
Scorers: Neil Williams rry John penal .
- " - s tryf I,Ba ! 0 Jons . 14 Kevin Morgan 14 Alan Glasson
Cardiff College: Robin Williams, Gerwyn Jones, lan Hopkins, Roy Bergiers, John Bevan,
Keith Hopkin, Bob Dyer, Colin Smart, Bob Holmes, Meredydd James,
George Jones, Bob Dudley-Jones, Tony Hodge, Baden Evans, Mark Fury. 13 John Devereux 13 Robert Ackerman
Scorers: John Bevan try, Robin Williams conversion
December 20, 1976 at Cardiff Arms Park—Cardiff 42, Cardiff College 16. 12 Colin Laity 12 Alan Donovan
Cardiff: Meurig Owen, Gerald Davies, Mike Murphy, Paul Evans, Derrick Preece,
Gareth Davies, Gareth Edwards, Barry Nelmes, Mike Watkins, Don Llewellyn, 11 Michael Holdmg 11 Adrian Had]ey
lan Robinson, Carl Smith, Trevor Worgan, Roger Lane, Bob Dudley-Jones.
— Replacement: Chris Camilleri.
Scorers: Roger Lane 2 tries, Meurig Owen 2 tries, Mike Murphy 2 tries, Gerald Davies try, 10 David Rees 10 David Barry
Trevor Worgan try, Gareth Davies 3 conversions, Owen 2 conversions.
Cardiff College: Chris Webber, Jim Parsons, Gareth Jenkins, Bob Keenon, Tim Archer, 9 Carwyn Lewis 9 Steve Cannon
Bob Beresford, Gwynfor Williams, Tony McPherson, Richie Jones, Kerry Townley,
David Arthur, Kevin Edwards, Carwyn Jones, Gareth Williams, Richard Jones. —— i
Scorers: Gareth Williams try, Chris Webber 2 tries, 2 conversions. 1 Steven Hodnett B 1 Jeff Whitefoot
\‘\y\i‘ﬂk\,r\(:-
\

CARDIFF TRAINING COLLEGE/SOUTH GLAMORGAN
INSTITUTE RUGBY ROLL OF HONOUR
Welsh Internationals (number of caps in brackets)

2 Huw Bevan X‘\\Alan Phillips (Capt.)

Haydn Morris (3), Ray Williams (3), Denzil Thomas (1), Billy Watkins (1), Geoff Whitson (3), 3 Alan Cleverly 3 Ian Eidman
C. Lynn Davies (3), David Nash (6), Dewi Bebb (34), Robert Morgan (9), John Davies x),
Clive Rowlands (14), Bill Morris (2), Brian Price (32). John Lloyd (24), Gareth Edwards (53), !
John Bevan (10), John Jeffries (1), Tony Gray (2), Roy Bergiers (11), Allan Martin (34), 4 Sean Turner 4 Kevin Edwards
J, J. Williams (30), Clive Shell (1), Brynmor Williams (3), Stuart Lane (5), David Ricﬁards(l?),
Clive Griffiths (1), Les Keen (4), Gareth Williams (5), Rhodri Lewis (7), Kevin Hopkins (1). 5 Anthony Rees 5 Robert Norster
English International :
oty 6 Andrew Coughlin (Capt.) 6 Mike Teague
Hadyn Morris (S.A.1955), David Nash (S.A. 1962), Dewi Bebb (S.A. 1962, N.Z. 1966),
Brian Price (N.Z. 1966), Keri ] (S.A. 1968), Gareth Edwards (S.A. 1968, 1974, N.Z. 1971), o
prisspliaaierfii e Bergiers (S.A. 1974), Allan Martin (N.2, 1977, S.A. 1980), 8 Stuart Davies 8 John Scott
1. J. Williams (S.A. 1974, N.Z. 1977), Brynmor Williams (N.Z. 1977), Stuart Lane (S.A. 1980),
David Richards (S.A. 1980), Gareth Williams(S.A. 1980). st !
- — ——— 7  Steffan Phillips 7 Tim Crothers
Replacements: Replacements:
WELCOME TO CYNCOED
. 1 ) Andrew Norman, Nigel Gibson, Chris Webber, Neil O’Brien,
Today it gives us great pleasure to extend a most sincere Steven Phillips, Gareth Phillips, Chris Collins, Robert Lakin,
welcome to Cardiff R.F -C; on their first visit to Cyncoed. David Harries, Gareth Nicholas Owen Golding, Peter Crane
Many students on leaving have gone on to play for them
2 W- -
in the past and no doubt some of todays players will find Refarees D. O. Hughes
their way to the Arms Park.
We look forward to an exciting and entertaining game. Match Balls donated by: Balan Sports (Cardiff)

Qui Qui Wine Bar (Cardiff)
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