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CARTER & WILLIAMS

FAMILY BUTCHERS

THE CROSSING, EBBW VALE
Tel: Ebbw Vale 302356

FOR THE VERY BEST IN BEEF, LAMB & PORK
POULTRY & EGGS A SPECIALITY

JOHN BOWLES
(Crickhowell) Litd.

Lower Village Farm, Llangattock
Crickhowell, Powys
Telephone: Crickhowell 810802

For All Building,
Civil Engineering
and Demolition Work.

M. MORGAN

SPORTS AND LEISURE WEAR

9-11 Church Street, Ebbw Vale, Gwent.
3 Ebbw Vale (0495) 302660

Stockists of Adidas — Patrick — Le Coq Sportif — Puma — Mitre — Nike
Always a large selection of rugby boots in stock.

I. CASWELL (EV) LTD

For All Long Distance Haulage
Box Vans  40ft Flats ¥ Coil Carriers

Contact Abergavenny (0873) 4397

67 Bethcar Street, Ebbw Vale
Telephone: Ebbw Vale 308588

Everything for the Office

Stationery — Furniture — Typewriters

Vale Stationers & Office Supplles

Calculators a Speciality

LARGE STOCK OF BOOKS — FICTION, NON FICTION, TEXT BOOKS.
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With Best Wishes
2Y Lloyds
@Bank

71 Lombard Street.
London EC3P 3BS




DENECREST LTD

Manufacturers and Suppliers of Club and Office Furniture

Products include:-

Polypropylene and Upholstered Stacking Chairs.
Upholstered Armchairs, Typist and Secretary Chairs, a range of
Executive Chairs.

Club and Reception Chairs.

A Selection of Bar Stools.

A Range of Tables, Tables with or without Shelves.
Garden Furniture with Plastic Patio Chairs and Steel Tables.

For details write to:
W.N.G. Price,
20 Brookfields,
Crickhowell, Powys or Telephone: Tredegar 2196

CONTRACTS | W. H. BAKER (CONTRACT HIRE) LTD. | CONTRACTS

LEASING e CONTRACT HIRE e FLEET MANAGEMENT
e ALL MAKES OF VEHICLES

SOUTH WALES LEADING CONTRACT HIRE COMPANY
DAILY RENTAL AVAILABLE ON CARS, VANS AND TRUCKS.

For Details and Quotations

BAKER CONTRACTS, PENTREBACH ROAD,
MERTHYR TYDFIL.

Telephone: 0685 - 59172
CONTRACTS - 74121 CONTRACTS

Stephens & George Limited
MAGAZINE AND COLOUR PRINTERS
@ Merthyr Industrial Estate,
(i > Dowlais,
Merthyr Tydfil, Mid Glam.

D Tel: 0685 5351

We specialise in High Quality
Colour Magazines and Brochures
with a full range of printing services

® General Commercial Printing

® Colour Printing

® Thermograph Raised Printing

® Fast — Reliable Typesetting Service

All at Competitive Prices

Contact Keith Rogers for a Quotation

Stephens & George Ltd

Magazine & Colour Printers

Wish
Ebbw Vale Rugby Football Club
all the best for the
1985 - 1986 season




ELECTRICAL WHOLESALE
SUPPLIES (Gwent) LTD

Wholesalers and Manufacturers Agents of Electrical Equipment
to the Trade and Industry

Distributors of: Furse Fixings, BICC Ler Pack
Simplex Switchgear, APW Cable Tray, all types of Cables in Stock and
Domestic Accessories.

All Enquiries Welcomed.
Free deliveriesto all areas.

Pleased to be associated with

"EBBW VALER.F.C.

UNIT 9 TAFARNAUBACH INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, TREDEGAR, GWENT.
NPT 3AA TEL 0495 711044

A warm welcome awaits you!

For a truly family welcome and first class treatment, book your
Wedding, Business Lunch and Functions at:-

The New Griffin Hotel

PUBLIC BAR

New Griffin Hotel
ity \ P

Gwent.
Tel 0495 312222

GWERNVALE

il MANOR HOTEL

CRICKHOWELL

Our New Barbecue Park

Our Everest Function Suite
Our Terrace Bar

Our Grill Bar

Our Grill Room Restaurant
Our Ample Car Parks

Our Luxury Bedrooms

Have all been created to offer
YOU, our valued customers,

the very best value for money.

For Reservations
TEL: CRICKHOWELL (STD 0873) 810212
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WEISH BITTER.

EBBWVALE |4 v \b CARDIFF
Arwel Parry APl (1 5 Mike Rayner
Anthony Davies 14 Alan Glasson
Mike Jones 13 David Evans
Des Parry v 12 VT ( V(.\ Alan Donavan
Brian Thomas 11 Adrian Hadley
Colin Watkins 1\ 10 W\ (pe ' ¢ GarethDavies
Nigel Osborne 9 Neil O'Brien
Syd Wharton 1 ¢ coew  JeffWhitefoot
lan Watkins 12 (Capt)Alan Phillips
Peter Hrastelj 3 S GupckmoGe JanEidman
David Fryer & Mark Rowley
Wayne Matthews 5} Robert Norster
Neil Robinson (Capt) 6 Terry Crothers
Carl Dennehy 8 Robert Lakin
Chris Evans 7 { 1 Gareth Roberts
Replacements

4e10) Lee O'Brien

Steve Conners

Referee: Mr K. C. Parfitt, Port Talbot

Clive Burgess, Flo Gas Supplies, 24 Hour Service.
Day 0495 307889 Night 0495 307679

Fotly CVAV S Guaaidi

Never forget your Welsh.

ELECTRIC MOTOR REPAIR SPECIALISTS
INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL and DOMESTIC
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

Unit 7, CWMDRAW INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, EBBW
VALE, GWENT NP3 5AE.

REWINDS LIMITED

24 HOUR BREAKDOWN SERVICE

CLUB NOTES ...

When rugby returned to normality last Saturday it was noticeable everywhere that some rust had gone into the
works. Players struggled to regain previous form after the lay-off, and lack of outdoor training, but one man moved
smoothly into gear and scored all the points for Cardiffin their Cup quarter-final. The value of Gareth Davies to Cardiff
was established long before last Saturday but it is still a major achievement for one man to kick penalties,
conversions and drop goals AND score a try. But why didn't he drop a goal from a mark as well!

This afternoon’s match is sandwiched between quarter and semi-finals of the Cup and it is clear that only
established sides in terms of personnel and experience make their way through to the penultimate, and then final,
stages. At Ebbw Vale there have been signs this season that some of the re-building work has been completed and
approved by the “building inspector” Phil Gardner, who we recall leading Ebbw Vale to our last win at Cardiff in
January 1983. More, much more, remains to be done if we are to start next season with the personnel and the
experience required to restore what was our norm season by season.

Last Saturday the re-arranged game with Pontypridd almost brought defeat and after that outstanding display in
the 24-22 defeat at Llanelli, it was disappointing and something of a let-down. However, it is easier to criticise from
the side than play after a month of almost total physical inactivity, and full marks must be given to our defence and to
the alert Mike Jones whose interception tries really settled an untidy, but occasionally, exciting game.

These notes were written before our mid-week game at Swansea, and we now enter a hectic scramble of fixtures
that, following the freeze, makes a mockery of unofficial tables that seem to increase annually. Next Wednesday we
are at home to Llanelli (7 p.m.), but as March 22nd is the semi-final day, Bridgend who were due here are otherwise
engaged. Richmond agreed to come down if their scheduled opponents, Bath, were playing in their Cup but the RFU
have not done us a favour by putting back their John Player semi-finals to April. At the time of writing we are trying to
find an alternative on March 22nd but Bridgend will play at Ebbw Vale on Wednesday May 7th during the extended
week of the season.

Memories of the great and much lamented Malcolm Collins are recounted on the back page but we take this first
opportunity to extend our condolences to the Cardiff club on the loss of a great player and committee member. He
captained Ebbw Vale neatly thirty years ago and we met him when we were at the Arms Park last November. Our
Player’s Reunion is on April 19th, and Malcolm will be talked about with great affection on that occasion, one he
always enjoyed to the full.

Both our teams are playing against Cardiff sides today, and when the Athletic return from the Arms park they, and
the 1st XV, will attend tonight’s cabaret and dance in the clubhouse. That remarkable prop and entertainer, Phil
Kingsley Jones, will be the ‘star’ as he always is, on or off the field. Tickets are £1.50.

Tel: EBBW VALE (0495) 308904

After Hours Telephone:
EBBW VALE 302421 or TREDEGAR 2580

September 6th 1958. Ebbw Vale, captained by the late Malcolm Collins (fourth Vale
COVER PIC: forwardfromthefront), versus a Ken Jones XV. Behind Malcolm Collins the Ebbw Vale
forwards Doug Ackerman and the late Billy Morgan.

Gazette
For news coverage telephone Ebbw Vale 304589
ORDER YOUR GWENT GAZETTE NOW!
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after the game visit...
THE GOLDEN GRILL
Bethcar Street, Ebbw Vale
FISH & CHIPS * CHICKEN =+ PIES * CURRY
FIRST CLASS MEALS — FIRST CLASS SERVICE

Prop. L. DALLENEGRA Tel. Ebbw Vale 302513

For Quality
and Reliability
it is

&

‘Naturally!

J.S.HARRISONLITD

IRONMONGERS — ELECTRICAL — BUILDERS MERCHANTS

Forall D.LY. and Building Materials at
Competitive Rates
The Leading Ironmongersand D.1.Y. Suppliers

5A Market Street, 8A Market Street,
Ebbw Vale Ebbw Vale
Tel: 303215 Tel: 304111

107 Commercial Street,
Tredegar
Tel: 2838

Ebbw Vale For Ice Cream with

&
for Rugby... @ s that
l Old fashioned taste

B. SIDOLI & SONS LTD.
Valley View Factory, Market Square
Ebbw Vale
Telephone: 302323 & 303697

JOHN BOWLES (windows) LTD.

Cwmdraw Industrial Estate, Ebbw Vale, Gwent

Specialists in the manufacture of Gardinia uPVC windows,
doors, patios and porches. Suppliers of Gardinia uPVC fencing,
skirtings and wall claddings. British Board of Agreement
Approved Number 831151 c.

Telephone:

0495 309406
or Freepost

]OHN BOWLES (windows) LTD.

For further information — Finance facilities on request.
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FIRST
FOR

The Complete
Management Consultancy

IN WALES

_ - YOUR LOCAL MAIN DEALER

TRANSPORT RECRUITMENT AND SELECTION
Pentrebach Road, Merthyr Tydfil Dew Street, Haverfordwest LOCALAUTHORITIES PRODUCTIVITY IMPROVEMENT

: Teleph : 0437 3772

Telephone: 74111 elephone: 0 PHARMACEUTICAL HEALTH AND SAFETY AT WORK
Cwmbach Road, Aberdare College Street, Ammanford PETROCHEMICAL INDUSTRY MANAGEMENT DEVELOPMENT
Telephone: 873558 Telephone: 0269 591351

ONSHORE/OFF SHORE REMUNERATION SYSTEMS

CONSTRUCTION

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS

HEALTHAUTHORITIES

@@M@ ] ¢ Tranter WATER AUTHORITIES  / MARKETING AND SALES

. ' ELECTRONIC
High Class Fruiterer

carpets Itd : .
Florist— Fishmonger ENGINEERING @A
m «b IN-HOUSE

Suppliers of all types of ferdiiomton
Floorcoverings.
Try us last we are never

BADMINTON GROVE, COMMUNICATIONS

knowingly undersold. EBBW VALE
Telephone:
Units 2 & 3 Ebbw Vale 303191 -
Noble Square
Industrial Estate Fresh Supplies Daily:
i aa Flowers for Every —=rN CARTER, TAURINS ASSOCIATES
X ) 1-3 Market Street, Abergavenny, Gwent NP7 5SD
Telephone: OCCﬂSlOI’l " Orders Telephone: Abergavenny 0873 3181/7177
Brynmawr 0495 312830 Delivered Daily
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P.H.J. MITCHEM ASSOCIATES

Insurance Consultant and Property Sales R e
TERM ASSURANCE
AGENTS FOR THE LEEDS BUILDING SOCIETY CAR
HOUSE
54 Bethcar Street, Ebbw Vale, Gwent NP3 6HW. ENDOWMENT
ANNUITIES
Tel: (0495) 306004 PENSION

Blaenau Gwent Workshops
Pond Road, Brynmawr, Gwent NP3 4BL.
Tel: Brynmawr 311625

Workshop Units from 96 sqft to 3000 sqft for Rent on Easy In - Easy Out Licence
Phone or Visit Ray J. Davies Manager

A BSC Industry Enterprise

HILLS COACH TOURS

For Home & Continental Tours, Club Outings — Distance No Object
Telephone:Tredegar 2447/2498
- Blackwood 223413/225271

Parkview Garage New Road Garage
Tredegar, Gwent Pontllanfraith, Gwent
NP2 2Nz NP2 2JU

CARRYING EBBW VALE RFC ON TOURS & TO AWAY MATCHES
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Strakers

CHARTERED SURVEYORS

ESTATE AGENTS, AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS

1 BETHCAR STREET, EBBW VALE
Telephone: Ebw Vale 302301

Strakers offer a complete property service in
Ebbw Vale and surrounding areas.

® House Sales ® Surveys ® Mortgage and
Insurance Service ® Architectural/Building
Service ® Plans Drawn ® Compulsory
Purchase ® Residential and Commercial
Lettings ® Probate Valuations ® Leasehold
Reform Valuations and Negotiations
® Compensation Negotiated

CONTACT:
Philip Haines Dip L.A. A.R.L.C.S. A.R.V.A.

discuss your Property requirements

Local Agents for the Gateway Building Society
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IT'S A GAME, ONLY A GAME

An opera is not an opera unless there’s a large woman belting out an aria and dying of consumption at the same time. A
clubhouse is not a clubhouse unless there's a large prop moaning about his back and dying for a free pint. A ot of props end
up selling beer, but how they hate buying any! They also feel their age and look back to their early days when men were men
and some were even three-quarters. The recent announcement by the WRU that they were supplying thermal undies for the
players in the Wales-France game, was received with derisiorl by ancient props who modelled themselves on fast moving,
tough, macho, perfect runners and passers of the ball — like Denzil Williams, John O'Shea, Howard Norris and Len Dimmick.
But a glance at the records surrounding the blackest day in Celtic history — January 19th 1963 — shows that the old guys
weren't so John Waynish after all. And Denzil was a leading actor in the saga about to unfold.

The 1962/63 season was messed up something horrible by the bitter weather and eleven weeks of club rugby were lost.
The Wales-England game went ahead though and the WRU said they were buying warm underthings for their side, which
included six new caps, Denzil, Clive Rowlands, Dai Watkins, Dai Hayward, Brian Thomas and Roger Michaelson. England
had seven new internationals so what with home advantage and the Arms Park like a skating rink, it looked as if Wales would
win again. England, though, had their greates post-war wing, PeterJackson, in their side and they won that black, bitterly cold
and bloody awful afternoon. Mind you, that was their last win at Cardiff and as we have been told that John Scott is a
gentleman and not prone to attacking writers with evil intent, we feel secure in trotting out a favourite line — the English have
yet to watch a film of a win by them at Cardiff IN COLOUR!

We know John Scott is a tidy chap because during the ice age we have spent time reading spicy rugby memoirs and heis |
mentioned in one of them. When he stops playing maybe he will write one, too, but unlike Denzil he was never issued with
special winter issue to warm the cockles of parts the freeze must never reach. It just shows how the dear old WRU cares for its
players and how they haven't changed much, except for the waistcoats, pork pie hats and watch-chains. But we don't know
what they wore in 1963.

There were big forwards around in those old days, and some of the second row men were also No. 1 goal-kickers, Ewart
Tamplin, Ben Edwards and Malcolm Collins to name but six. These were giants in stature and performance and we were
very distressed to learn that Malcolm died just before Christmas for we had met him when we played at the Arms Park a
month earlier. He played 306 1st XV games for Cardiff from 1949-1957 and then he joined Ebbw Vale. Five months after that
he was made captain, and the photo on the front page of this programme shows him at a lineout in a match to celebrate the
new clubhouse and south ‘stand’.

Malcolm knew the taste of defeat and disappointment. When Cardiff played against the 1950 British Lions in their 75th
Anniversary game they scored a late try which levelled the scores at 14-14. Malcolm had the easiest of conversions but
missed it and a great game was drawn. A month later Cardiff played the magnificent 1951/52 Springboks and were leading
right to the end when a speculative kick ahead found Cardiff's full-back, Frank Trott, carrying an injured leg as he covered it.
The sprightly and unforgettable Chum Ochse got there first and the South Africans won. No doubt someone said to Malcolm
Collins and Frank Trott that it was only a game, and no doubt they had to agree but were disappointed.

Normal club games can be disapponting as well, especially if victory seems inevitable as the clock ticks away into injury
time. When we played at Cardiff last November we led 12-7 in the closing stages and a night on the Brain's Dark was hastily
planned. Then came the penalty award, then the tap move, then the try by Mike Rayer, then the conversion by Chris Webber,
then it was 13-12 to Cardiff, then the final whistle. After someone said, “It's only a game" the pint that refreshes helped and
the after match gathering conquered all as usual. It was just a game.

Of course it's just a game, and Marilyn Monroe was just a girl, the Queen Mary was just a boat and Red Rum was just a
horse. But those hinges of fate get a bit monotonous as we later found at Swansea in the Cup and at Llanelli a fortnight
afterwards. Maybe the young recover quicker and one who hopes to do well today is Arwel Parry who played for Cardiff
Youth and Wales Youth and who, in November 1984, stepped into the Cardiff first team No.15 shirt at Ebbw Vale.

Arwel has found a home here after transferring from Newport in December 1985 and in his first game against his original
club would like to share a win similar to our 22-13 success on Cardiff's last visit.

The four props on view today will not be the handsomest of men, but as Edward G. Robinson once said, “Some people
have youth, others beauty, | have menace." The front rows will play their usual decisive parts in today'’s final result, and they
never need thermal unmentionables for they generate their own atomic power as strong silent men John Wayne would have
loved to have alongside him at The Alamo, Little Big Horn and Fort Apache.

But not even the Duke could have got a free pint out of them.
REL.

Jelmz |y,

TOOLS FOR HOME AND INDUSTRY

WAUN-Y-POUND INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
EBBW VALE, GWENT.

Tel:(0495) 301001

Contact Your
Local Experts

Typesetting, Electronic Page Make-Up and Printing by Stephens & George Limited, Merthyr Tydfil




