e B e S R e B e o el s e LS

EBBW VALE

RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB

Season 1986-87

Eugene Cross Park

o )
i T MG T €

OFFICIAL PROGRAMME 25p




CARTER & WILLIAMS

FAMILY BUTCHERS

THE CROSSING, EBBW VALE
Tel: Ebbw Vale 302356

FOR THE VERY BEST IN BEEF, LAMB & PORK
POULTRY & EGQGS A SPECIALITY

JOHN BOWLES
(Crickhowell) Litd.

Lower Village Farm, Llangattock
Crickhowell, Powys

I. CASWELL (EV)
LIMITED

For All Long Distance Haulage
Box Vans ¥ 40ft Flats v Coil Carriers

Contact
Abergavenny (0873) 4397

Telephone: Crickhowell 810802

i V¥ ForAllBuilding, X
e Civil Engineering (i §} .}
/]| andDemolition Work. =%

Vale Stationers & Office Supplie

67 Bethcar Street, Ebbw Vale
Telephone: Ebbw Vale 308588

Everything for the Office

Stationery — Furniture — Typewriters

Calculators a Speciality
LARGE STOCK OF BOOKS — FICTION, NON FICTION, TEXT BOOKS.
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With Best Wishes

Lloyds
Bank

Lloyds Bank Ple,
71 Lombard Street,
London EC3P 3BS.




DENECREST LTD

Manufacturers and Suppliers of Club and Office Furniture

Products include:-

Polypropylene and Upholstered Stacking Chairs.
Upholstered Armchairs, Typist and Secretary Chairs, a range of
Executive Chairs.

Club and Reception Chairs.

A Selection of Bar Stools.

A Range of Tables, Tables with or without Shelves.
Garden Furniture with Plastic Patio Chairs and Steel Tables.

For details write to:
W.N.G. Price,
20 Brookfields,
Crickhowell, Powys or Telephone: Tredegar 711023

CONTRACTS | W. H. BAKER (CONTRACT HIRE) LTD. | CONTRACTS

LEASING e CONTRACT HIRE ® FLEET MANAGEMENT
e ALL MAKES OF VEHICLES

SOUTH WALES LEADING CONTRACT HIRE COMPANY
DAILY RENTAL AVAILABLE ON CARS, VANS AND TRUCKS.

For Details and Quotations

BAKER CONTRACTS, PENTREBACH ROAD,
MERTHYR TYDFIL.

Telephone: 0685 - 59172

CONTRACTS ' - 74121 CONTRACTS

@hens & George Limited

We specialise in
High Quality
Colour Magazines and Brochures
with a full range
of printing services

Talk to
Keith Rogers
on
0685 5351

Merthyr Industrial Estate,
Dowilais,
Merthyr Tydfil,
Mid Glamorgan.




ELECTRICAL WHOLESALE
SUPPLIES (Gwent) LTD

Wholesalers and Manufacturers Agents of Electrical Equipment
to the Trade and Industry

Distributors of: Furse Fixings, BICC Ler Pack
Simplex Switchgear, APW Cable Tray, all types of Cables in Stock and
Domestic Accessories.

All Enquiries Welcomed.
Free deliveries to all areas.

UNIT 9 TAFARNAUBACH INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, TREDEGAR, GWENT.
NPT 3AA TEL 0495 711044
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For Quality
and Reliability
it is

&

Naturally!

GWERNVALE
MANOR HOTEL
CRICKHOWELL

Our New Barbecue Park

Our Everest Function Suite
Our Terrace Bar

Our Grill Bar

Our Grill Room Restaurant
Our Ample Car Parks

Our Luxury Bedrooms

Have all been created to offer
YOU, our valued customers,

the very best value for money.

For Reservations
TEL: CRICKHOWELL (STD 0873) 810212
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WEILSH BITTER

HTI5 v 6] 67 /20

EBBW VALE v CARDIFF
ArwelParry  CCC 15 PPF C # . Mike Rayer
BrianThomas 7~ 14 “T- Gerald Cordle
Mike Davies 13 Alan Donovan
Mike Jones 12 {7 Richard Cardus
Andy Griffiths 11 T~ Adrian Hadley
Colin Watkins 10 D Geraint John
CeriJonathan {rgp 9 i Neil O'Brien
SydWharton [+ 1 Jeff Whitefoot
Brian Clarke 2 (Capt) Alan Phillips
Tim Needs 3 Chiris Collins
David Fryer 4 Howard Stone
Wayne Trumper 5 Robert Norster
Denzil Earladn 6 Tim Crothers
Carl Dennehy 8 Robert Lakin
Robert Stephens 7 Peter Crane

Z’M’/ by T’D Replacements

Ian Greenslade, Darren Gibbon

Referee: Mr. R. G. Davies (Penclawdd, Swansea)

Clive Burgess, Flo Gas Supplies, 24 Hour Service.
Day 0495 307889 Night 0495 307679

Never forget

your Welsh.

WELSH BITTER

From Whitbread Wales.

ELECTRIC MOTOR REPAIR SPECIALISTS
INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL and DOMESTIC
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

TC

NDS LIMITED

24 HOUR BREAKDOWN SERVICE

Unit 7, CWMDRAW INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, EBBW
VALE, GWENT NP3 5AE.

Tel: EBBW VALE (0495) 308904

After Hours Telephone:
EBBW VALE 302421 or TREDEGAR 2580

CLUB NOTES ...

Among other things Cardiff have two certain tasks this season. They want to keep the Schweppes Cup and also
find a points scorer in place of Gareth Davies who has retired after creating, in 1983/84, a Cardiff record of 383. In his
last season he scored 338 but it is not only the Cardiff supporters who miss him — and Terry Holmes — but
followers of the game everywhere. Gareth made his final appearance in Gwent on this ground last March when he
kicked eight of Cardiff's 16 points. A former Cardiff Youth full-back, Arwel Parry, also kicked eight points out of Ebbw
Vale's 19. That was Cardiff's second successive defeat here and the teams were, Cardiff — Mike Rayer, Alan
Glasson, David Evans, Alun Donovan (Try), Adrian Hadley, Gareth Davies (Conv. Drop. Pen.), Neil O'Brien, Chris
Collins, Alan Philips (Capt.), Wally Blackmore, Mark Rowley, Robert Norster, Terry Crothers, Robert Lakin and
Gareth Roberts (Try). The Ebbw Vale team was — Arwel Parry (2 Pen. 1 Conv.), Anthony Davies, Mike Jones, Steve
Lewis (Try), Brian Thomas, Colin Watkins (Dp. Goal), Nigel Osborne, Syd Wharton, Ian Watkins (Try), Brandon
Cripps (replaced by Glyn Harper), David Fryer, Wayne Matthews, Neil Robinson (Capt.), Carl Dennehy and Chris
Evans.

lan Watkins of course scored his first try for Ebbw Vale when just a teenager against Cardiff in a Cup tie back in
February 1982 when he charged down a Terry Holmes clearance, a rarity in itself. lan has been one of several
forwards on a growing injury list and we have done well to survive during a period when the medical section of the
Club has been very busy. Everybody will be needed for next Saturday's Cup game at Llantrisant and the task will not
be taken lightly. Cardiff go to Treorchy in their Cup tie and will face a tough side as they well know, and one that is
celebrating a Centenary.

In recent matches it must be said that we were lucky to defeat Cross Keys with a couple of late penalty goals and
then were submerged by a Newport pack carrying too much power and experience for our young eight. Ceri
Jonathan's performance at Rodney Parade was top class while last Saturday, Arwel Parry returned from injury to
contribute 16 points in a match watched at Cheltenham by more of our supporters than theirs. These notes were
written before last Wednesday's games between Cardiff and Oxford University and Ebbw Vale v Aberavon but
before then the respective records were — Cardiff, 10 wins and 6 defeats (all away), Ebbw Vale ten wins and five
defeats (one at home).

Due to the ground development the “Clubhouse Bar" is open AFTER the game only at the Indoor Cricket School at
the side of the Pavilion which is restricted to players, officials etc.

Our next home game is on Saturday November 22nd against Northampton, kick-off 2.30 p.m., followed a week
later by a visit from Swansea.

. Anxious faces last March when Ebbw Vale beat Cardiff 19-16.
COVER PIC: Photo by courtesy of “The Gwent Gazette”.

Follow Ebbw Vale RFC and keep up with all local news and sport with your
Gaf'étte
For news coverage telephone Ebbw Vale 304589 l_ i
ORDER Ygflk ngNr GAZETTE NOW! Ce tlc
NEWSPAPERS
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after the game visit...
THE GOLDEN GRILL
Bethcar Street, Ebbw Vale
FISH & CHIPS » CHICKEN =« PIES * CURRY
FIRST CLASS MEALS — FIRST CLASS SERVICE

Prop. L. DALLENEGRA Tel. Ebbw Vale 302513

J.S.HARRISONLTD

IRONMONGERS — ELECTRICAL — BUILDERS MERCHANTS

Forall D.1.Y. and Building Materials at
Competitive Rates
The Leading Ironmongersand D.1.Y. Suppliers

5A Market Street, 8A Market Street,
Ebbw Vale Ebbw Vale
Tel: 303215 Tel: 304111
107 Commercial Street,
Tredegar
Tel: 2838

Bar
Meals Restaurant
BWLCH
Weddings Functions
Bwlch, Brecon, Powys
Tel: Bwlch (0874) 730260

Ebbw Vale For Ice Cream with
for Rugby...

B
) s that
’ o Old fashioned taste

B. SIDOLI & SONS LTD.
Valley View Factory, Market Square
Ebbw Vale
Telephone: 302323 & 303697
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GARDINIA (Gwent) LTD.

Cwmdraw Industrial Estate, Ebbw Vale, Gwent

Specialists in the manufacture of Gardinia uPVC windows,
doors, patios and porches. Suppliers of Gardinia uPVC fencing,
skirtings and wall claddings. British Board of Agreement
Approved Number 831151 c.

Telephone:
0495 309406
or Freepost

GARDINIA (Gwent) LTD.

For further information — Finance facilities on request.
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FIRST
FOR

IN WALES

Baker YOUR LOCAL MAIN DEALER

Pentrebach Road, Merthyr Tydfil Dew Street, Haverfordwest

Telephone: 74111

Cwmbach Road, Aberdare
Telephone: 873558

Telephone: 0437 3772

College Street, Ammanford
Telephone: 0269 591351

7.

Tranter

High Class Fruiterer
Florist — Fishmonger

© A b

BADMINTON GROVE, EBBW VALE

Telephone:
Ebbw Vale 303191

Fresh Supplies Daily: Flowers for Every
Occasion: Orders Delivered Daily

Ifyou've got the germ of an
idea for starting your own
business, bring it along to the
Blaenau Gwent Business Advisory
Centre.

Because we're the people
who can help you make it grow.

Whatever the scale or type
of your enterprise you'll find us
very accommeodating.

Our team of experts will
advise you on obtaining finance,
finding the right premises,
recruiting and training staff,

n business systems, sales and

faspe] marketing.
- And if you're moving into the
area we will save you time and
- N N A

money by presenting all of the
above as a complete relocation

\ Contact: Roy Jenkins on package.

Ebbw Vale (0495) 306770 In every instance, our aim is
to cut through the red tape that

Or write to him at: ties new business down.

Blaenau Gwent Business

Advi

Rd ISOI'{ 5entr.e,’ c come and see us soon at Blaenau
assau Industrial Estate, Gwent Business Advisory Centre.

Ebbw Vale, You could be sowing the seeds for
Gwent NP3 5SD. a healthy business development.

For friendly, expert help
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BLAENAU GWENT WISHES EBBW VALE A SUCCESSFUL SEASON
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Blaenau Gwent Workshops
Pond Road, Brynmawr, Gwent NP3 4BL.

Tel: Brynmawr 311625

Workshop Units from
96 sqft to 3000 sqft for Rent on
Easy In - Easy Out Licence

Phone or Visit
RayJ. Davies Manager

A BSC Industry Enterprise

HILLS COACH TOURS

For Home & Continental Tours, Club Outings — Distance No Object
Telephone:Tredegar 2447/2498
Blackwood 223413/225271

Parkview Garage New Road Garage
Tredegar, Gwent Pontllanfraith, Gwent

NP2 2NZ NP2 2JU
CARRYING EBBW VALE RFC ON TOURS & TO AWAY MATCHES
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Ryan International plc

Wish
Ebbw Vale
Rugby Football
Club
Every Success
During The Season




GOODBYE TO ALL THAT

We've said it before and we'll say it again — things ain’t what they used to be. Did you realise that there are no trams left in
Cardiff? Even the trolley buses have disappeared with the Capitol Cinema and the Lascar seamen who used to do their
shopping in Woolworths. Brain's Dark now costs more than two bob a pint and someone went to watch Glamorgan playing
cricket at the Arms Park last summer only to discover they had moved to Sophia Gardens, wherever that is. Does Johny Clay
know about that?

Is nothing sacred? Tradition has left the Capital city like Shirley Bassey, Paul Rees and the Great Western Railway. The way
things are going Cardiff City will end up in the Second Division — playing Swansea Town.

And yet some of the old values remain. Tucked away behind the Welsh Rugby Union hospitality suite (that also includes
the North stand), there are still young men playing rugby in blue and black jersyes. No doubt Bleddyn Williams, Jack
Matthews and Billy ‘The Kick' Cleaver have packed it in by now, to make way for the new generation of Lloyd Williams, Dai
Hayward and Alun Priday.

And what's this about a Welsh Cup competition? What would the old WRU say! Clubs getting big money and playing to
win! The next new-fangled idea will be stopping Billy Cleaver from kicking straight to touch from inside his 25. No doubt
some bright young spark will suggest four points for a try. Still, it looks as if the Cup is here to stay and trust Cardiff to take
more than a passing interest in it. In the 15 years of competition they have been in seven finals and won four of them since
1981. It all began when the Cardiff Treasurer, the No.2 financial big-wig in Britain after the Chancellor of the Exchequer, went
to Fantasy Island. All he wanted was four Cup wins and four meaty cheques to follow. It was worth talking to that 'orrible little
squirt for.

The dreaded and worrying early rounds of this year's Cup competition begin on Saturday and this time [ast year both our
Clubs were a bit edgy. Cardiff's fears were well founded for although they won at the South Glamorgan Institute 25-16, the
students had Devereaux and a lot more and scored three tries. We went to Newport, but instead of going over the Bridge as
usual, discovered a pleasant haven in Pill where a warm welcome awaited in the burly shape of Bunner Travers who played
with the aforesaid Bleddyn, Jack and Billy. We won the Cup tie 27-9 despite an amazing run by winger Brian Thomas whois a
farm boy and not used to the urban atmosphere of downtown Newport. Instead of taking the shortest route to the Pill line he
went inside, then cut back, then double-tracked, scissored with nobody and would have disappeared up his own
you-know-what if he hadn't bumped into a Pill Harrier. It was Brian's third game of the season after injury and he was
disorientated after playing full-back against Cardiff a week before. We were all a bit bewildered after that Arms Park game
because we led 12-7 during injury time and lost 13-12. Our visit to Pill brought a victory and a defeat. We won the game
comfortably but were hopelessly beaten in the clubhouse which, luckily, was so full that no-one could fall down.

The early rounds of the Cup worry bigger Clubs and so do the present proposals for the competition in the future, but all
being well it will go on, and so will we. Meeting new friends in places where only the heroes of ‘Star Trek" have been before,
and like Heineken, reaching parts etc., etc. Cup defeats and those in regular fixtures are forgotten in the mists of time, but as
long as each Welsh club keeps the game going in its neighbourhood all is well.

Our results against Cardiff in the last few years have been up, down and sideways. In the 83/84 season we had modest
hopes of repeating our double victory of 82/83, but in November 1983 we lost 31-16 at the Arms Park and in the March 1984
game here, not only lost but disappeared out of sight, going down and down, 61-18. In 84/85 we won at home 22-13 but lost
at Cardiff 44-13 and last season, after losing 13-12 away, beat Cardiff in March 1986, 19-16. Two successive home wins
over Cardiff gives our players an incentive but old hands will realise that our visitors have a new generation worthy to wear
the jerseys once filled by Bleddyn, Jack and Billy Cleaver.

For all sorts of reasons we welcome Cardiff. Our links go back so far and have been forged on and off the field. A young
Bleddyn Williams, then in Rydal School, played his first game for Cardiff against Ebbw Vale and tradition is strong in both
Clubs.

That's why it's nice to see Cardiff again. But is it true that the trams and the Capitol Cinema have gone?

And is Dai Hayward really dropped from their team? At last?
RE.L

M. MORGAN

SPORTS AND LEISURE WEAR

9-11 Church Street, Ebbw Vale, Gwent.
2 Ebbw Vale (0495) 302660

Stockists of Adidas — Patrick — Le Coq Sportif — Puma — Mitre — Nike
Always a large selection of rugby boots in stock.

Typesetting, Electronic Page Make-Up and Printing by Stephens & George Limited, Merthyr Tydfil.



