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Neath Rugby Football Club
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President:
County Councillor MARTIN THOMAS
O.BE, OStJ, JP,D.L

Elected Patrons :

THE MAYOR OF NEATH CLIFF LEWIS, Esq.
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Mr. DAVID GRIFFITHS, (Supporters' Club) Mr. RON WALDRON (Team Manager)
Mr. IVAN REES (Social Club) Mr. MALCOLM STRUEL
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Mr. JOHN PRICHARD
8 Henfaes Road, Tonna, Neath. Tel. 635471

Team Management:

Consultant: Mr. BRIAN THOMAS
Manager: Mr. RON WALDRON
Secretary: Mr. DAVID SHAW, 35 Cadoxton Terrace,
Neath. Tel. 635762
Coach; Mr. GLEN BALL

Hon. Fixture Secretary: Hon. General Secretary:
Mr. BERWYN DAVIES, 20 Clifton Street, Aberdare Mr. ALLAN BENJAMIN, 24 The Pines,
Mid. Glam. Tel. Aberdare 876857 Brynamiwg Parc, Penscynor, Neath. Tel. 642172
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NORMAN BIGGS, CYRIL NIVEN, REES STEPHENS, SID DAVIES, HAROLD POWELL, RALPH WILLIAMS
Life Members: Messrs.
SID DAVIES, CYRIL NIVEN, RAND&LL PARKER, HAROLD POWELL, RALPH WILLIAMS

Hon. Surgeon : Hon. Architect:
Mr. R. M. DAVIES ADRIAN JENKINS, Esq
Hon. Medical Officers : Hon. Solicitor:
Drs D. M. DAVIES, D. LEWIS, B. SHEEHAN MEYRIC L THOMAS, Esq., O.B.E, M.A (Oxon.)
Hon. Dental Surgeon: Hon. Auditors:
H. J. ROBERTS,L.D.S.,R.C.S.(Eng) PAMID HEERIESS;

Hon. P.R.O. : ROD REES Esq.




Telephone Skewen (0792) 814090/1
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Commercial Bodies Limited

® Telehoist ® Edbro @ Drum
Hydraulic Tipping Gears Parts & Service HMF Chassis Mounted Loaders
All Types of Bodywork Constructed in Aluminium, Steel, Wood

Unit 14 Neath Abbey Business Park . Neath . West Glamorgan
Contact Tony Nicholas - Arthian Thomas

Olympic

Dry Cleaners

For all Ladies, Gentlemens
and Childrens Wear
® Suede @ Leather @ Furs

Industrial Clothing and
Boiler Suits

All kinds of Household Cleaning
and Tailor Repair Service

34 Windsor Road . Neath
Telephone 636730

INTERNATIONAL RUGBY

TOURS FOR WELSH RUGBY SUPPORTERS

IRELAND

VIRSUS

Lansdowne Road, Dublin,
Saturday 24th March 1990
® Fly from Cardiff ® Accommodation
in Dublin @ Tours from £195
® Flight only £111
Now also booking
Scotland v Wales

Edinburgh Saturday 2 February 1991

France v Wales
Paris Saturday 2 March 1991
For Brochures Contact

= CITICENTRE
“  TRAVEL

26, Albany Road, Cardiff Tel. (0222) 492418

SELE
Lewls Roadl =g

SO Motors XD

J. D. NOTT

Insurance Work carried out pronto . All mechanical work
Motor Body and Chassis . Hydrolastic pump up

Repairs and Cellulosing . Tracking and Balancing

Telephone Neath (0639) 635213  Car Sales . New and Used Models
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Welcome Cardiff/Croeso Caerdydd
From Martin Thomas, President Neath RFC

Like every other rugby lover | have
looked forward most eagerly to
today’s match. when the draw for this
round of the Schweppes Cup was
made | was on a far distant shore, but
| can assure you | felt the excitement
as keenly as if | had been at home
when Cardiff were drawn to face
Neath at the Gnoll.

It is always a great pleasure to wel-
come Cardiffians be they players,
officials or supporters and over the
years there have been many fine
matches between us. | am sure
today’s game will live up to the

standards of the past. Naturally, there
is added spice today in that both
clubs will want to go on to the
National Stadium on the first Saturday
in May. Thanks to the competition
sponsors Schweppes and the Welsh
Rugby Union the Cup Final has
become one of the truly great occa-
sions in the sporting calendar.

Our visitors have not enjoyed the best
of seasons in relation to their illust-
rious history. Out of 31 games played
Cardiff have won 17, drawn 1 and lost
13. It would be as well for the Gnoll
faithful to remember though, the tre-
mendous victory they scored over
Lianelli in the last round which is fully
deserving of our congratulations.

Cardiff’'s points total is 725 which
includes 109 tries, with Steve Ford,
Anthony Donovan and international
outside half David Evans heading the
list of individual try scorers with 7 each,
will obviously demand the closest
attention from Neath’s back row this
afternoon.

| am sure that everyone from Cardiff
will join us at Neath in congratulating
Ron Waldron on his appointment as
the Wales Coach and Chairman of
Selectors. We thank him for what he
has done for Neath and know he will
spare none of his talents in doing the
same for his country.

The hospitality Neath has always
received at the Arms Park will be
reciprocated today as we offer each
one of our visitors a very warm
welcome.

Croeso Cynnes i bob un ochonnoch chi
sydd wedi teithio yma o Gaerdydd.
Gobeithio y cewch brynhawn i'w
gofio.




RICHARD KEEN

(Insurance Brokers) Ltd.

Providing Insurance Services
to Neath Rugby Football Club
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Security House . 48 The Parade . Neath . West Glamorgan
Telephone (0639) 646464 (3 lines)

IGHALE
LIMITED

Property Developers . Building Contractors . Plant Hirers
Manufacturers of
Purpose Made Joinery Standard Joinery
Aluminium Windows and Doors . Double Glazing Units

Monastery Road . Neath Abbey . Neath Telephone Skewen 813541

| am sure that everyone will join me in
congratulating Mr Ron Waldron on
becoming the national coach. Ron
has proved himself to be the out-
standing coach over the last five
years and there is no reason why the
success he has brought to Neath
cannot be repeated for Wales. Hope-
fully people will not expect instant
results, success does not come over-
night and it took a couple of seasons
of hard work laying the foundations
for success at the Gnoll. These peo-
ple will be delighted to learn that it is
Ron’s intention to carry on the oner-
ous task of being national coach.

Every so often the Neath team pro-
duces a performance for which there
are no adequate superlatives. Such
was the performance of Kevin Phillips
and his team at St Helens a fortnight
ago when the All Whites were com-
prehensively beaten. As much has
already been said and written about
this performance, suffice for me to
say that it was a privilege to be there
on the day.

Neath continued their winning ways
at Sudbury on the eve of the England/
Wales game when they defeated
Wasps by 20 points to 18 to the
delight of a large crowd. The perform-
ance was not one of the better Neath
performances but an evening game
after a long journey is not always easy
and the All Blacks did well to come
away from London with a win.

During the week Roland Phillips who
has turned in some excellent perform-
ances recently and showed signs of
recapturing his old form represented
the British Police when they played
against Monmouthshire.

Neath followers will be delighted to
learn that Andrew Kembery is now
back in training and should be avail-
able for selection within the next
week or so.

Today’s match sees us renew our
Cup run with Cardiff. Last season we
met in the semi-final at Swansea and
won by 19 points to 12.

After their win over Llanelli in the last
round, Cardiff will not be short of
confidence and another stirring battle
is in prospect. Hopefully the game will
live up to its expectations and show
that despite last week’s result at
Twickenham, Welsh Club Rugby is in
a healthy state.

Scheduled to be at today’s game is
the new Secretary of the Welsh Rugby
Union, Mr Dennis Evans. On his first
official visit to the Gnoll we extend to
him a warm welcome and wish him
well for the future.

Late News . ..

There was great rejoicing at Neath on
Wednesday evening when the Welsh side
was announced. The selection of 7 Neath
players creates a new club record and
everyone | am sure will join with me and
congratulate all 7 on their selection. A
special word however for the 2 new caps
Brian Williams and Allan Bateman. Brian
has proved one of the outstanding for-
wards in Welsh Rugby during the past
few seasons and his courage and determ-
ination to overcome serious shoulder
injuries have finally been rewarded with
a first cap. Allan Bateman has been in
outstanding form all season. It was a
mystery to Neath supporters why he
was not in the squad at the begining of
the Championship Season. It is also good
to see Bridges’ consistent form being
rewarded with a place on the bench.
Joining him as a replacement will be
Rowland Phillips who has been in out-
standing form since returning after a
shoulder injury. We wish Ron and the
team selected to play Scotland the very
best next Saturday.




Now Open

New Bathroom, Bedroom
and Kitchen Showrooms

Heavy sided materials always in stock
All competitively priced -- as always !

SAME DAY
DELIVERIES

Look in on our Patio
and Garden area too

Normal Opening Hours
Monday to Friday 8am — 6 30pm
* Saturday 8am — 5.30pm
Sunday 9am - 1pm

Coffee Machine * Free Parking

Access * Visa
Credit Facilities Available

Your Complete

 Builders Merchants
Milland Road . Neath . West Glamorgan
Telephone 630226 / 630834 / 631753

From the Secretary

STAND

M. Abraham

G. Davies (Pontrhydyfen)
T. Davies (Cadoxton)
C. Richards

C. Hayward

G. Lewis (Glynneath)
G. Weston

D. H. Jones

G. Lawrence

I. Case

C. Elias

J. Elliott

R. Morris (Merthyr)
B. Clarke

Mrs A. John

R. C. Howells

E. Griffiths (Old Rd.)
R. A. Davies

L. Barker

K. Evans

A. Rollings

V. Warnes

T. G. Dodds

J. B. Evans

L. Heatherwick

A. Amor

C. Jacques

S. L. Phillips

1. Jones (Bryncoch)
J. B. Roberts

C. Beer

H. Davies (Caewern)
J. P. Edwards

E. Humphries
J. Roblin

L. R. Jones

D. Williams (Cimla)
C. Besley

Mrs. J. Thomas (London Rd)
H. Poulton

E. Lewis (Skewen)

P. Davies (Ynysmaerdy)
G. Crocker

G. L. Smith

H. Williams (Ynysforgan)
Mrs J. Davies (Neath Abbey)
K. Butler

R. Davies (Merthyr)
C. M. Roberts

R. Skinner

S. Anthony

J. C. Evans

B. Hopkins (Cimla)
M. Chapple

K. Heywood

L. Cooke

P. Richards

P. Brooke

J. Davies (Porthcawl)
R. A. Giddings

S. Hughes

WALES v SCOTLAND

The following have been notified that
they were successful in obtaining
tickets for the above game:

L. D. Jones (Neath Abbey)
T. Phillips (Skewen)
M. Mellin

G. Rowlands

R. E. Jones

C. Bredeson

C. Hillier

R. Elliott (Glynneath)
L. Becker

R. C. Henton

D. Crowley

L. Williams (Briton Ferry)
A. M. Bowden

C. Wilyes

G. Jones (Llantwit)
M. Wood

M. E. Llewellyn

R. Williams (Skewen)
S. Jones (Aberdare)
G. Thomas (Cimla)
W. A. Beynon

N. P. Davies

H. Wakefield

C. James (Resolven)
C. B. Pinkham

D. Shaddick

Miss K. Roberts

R. N. Thomas

GROUND

A. Clarke

A. D. Richards

R. S. Davies

M. R. Hamer

R. Skelshaw

J. Flynn

P. Andrews

L. Evans (Tonna)
leuan Jones

F. MacCallum

W. Gould

J. D. James

D. R. Harris

A. E. Poole

G. Hinder

C. Russell

S. Davies (Hirwaun)
M. Walters (Aberdare)
R. H. Colton

E. Rees (Brookdale)
W. H. Jones

D. Evans (Dwr-y-Felin)
A. Williams (Cimla)
S. Mulcahy

G. George

J. Bendle

C. J. Holmes

Miss A. J. Dennis
D. R. Griffiths

T. Jones (Merthyr)
E. R. Protheroe

D. Morgan (Neath Abbey)

W. Robins

. Hopkins (Birchgrove)
. Powell (Cimla)

B Nlcholas

. Ham:

Jones (Daphne Rd)

. Williams (Cimla)

. Burt

. P. Dawes (Penywern)
. Thomas (London Rd.)
Hire
atthew Pickering

. L. Griffiths

. C. Roberts

. J. Davies (Cimla)

. Lioyd

. Evans (Skewen)

. T. Gould

. S. Davies (Alltwen)
Moms (Cimla)

. James (Briton Ferry)
. Bowen

P Doyle (Bristol)

S. Butler

J. L. Radford

V. Griffiths

E. John (Baglan)

C. Evans (Hirwaun)

K. Davies (Briton Ferry)
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W. K. Worth

C. Owen

R. Griffiths (Wern Rd)
G. F. Ryder

M. Hughes (Merthyr)
G. Jaspease

G. R. Nicholas

|. Herbert

D. Greener

A. Harris (Harle St.)
M. E. Howell

J. Broad

J. A. Steile

D. M. Jones (Aberdare)
0. Wicks

J. M. Orrin

Sian Heywood

K. Walters (Hirwaun)
C. Brown

G. Snow

M. G. Hopkins

P. Newsham

M. E. Phipps

M. Davies (Ogmore Vale)
J. Jenkins (Tonna)

C. Hale




Happinessisa cigar called...

HAMLET
The Mild Cigar

Made inWales

Brian Williams was in outstanding form at St. Helens.




Crypton Tuning at Home

MOTOLEC “

Have your car engine tuned
or serviced at home or work

® Competitive Rates
® Guaranteed Work
® Auvailable 7 Days a Week
@ Printout of Engine Condition §
® Expert Tuning
® Fuel Injection, Electronic and Management System Testing

For further information on
Tuning, Engine Service or Diagnostics
Neath 633829

4 Aspen Way . Cimla . Neath

Neath’s own
Carpenter and Joiner

aul
Jacﬂson

For all your building requirements,
extensions, dormers roofing etc.

® Free estimates

® All enquiries please phone (0792) 817790 / (0639) 637169

Celebrity Page

1984 — Dawn of a New Era !
By Malcolm Lewis, Western Mail Sport

Brian Thomas predicted it would hap-
pen. “We’ll win the cup,” he said. The
former Neath team manager was right,
of course. He was only wrong in his
timing.

Few people, except their most ardent
supporters, believed that Neath stood
a chance in that 1984 cup final against
star-spangled and power-packed Car-
diff.

It seemed sheer cheek to suggest that
Cardiff could be beaten. John Scott,
who was leading them for a record
fourth consecutive year, was one of
nine internationals in the side.

The Wales pair of Terry Holmes and
Gareth Davies at half-back behind the
most formidable scrummaging
machine in Wales. Outside them in the
threequarter line were Alan Donovan,
Mark Ring and Adrian Hadley.

Not only that, the pack contained the
best line-out jumper around in Bob
Norster together with the formidable
front row of Alan Phillips, lan Eidman
and Jeff Whitefoot.

To compete with all that talent, Neath
could boast of only one capped player.
That was their international wing Elgan
Rees, who led the side.

It looked a one-horse race but the men
from the Gnoll were to cause a big
surprise on that April day in 1984.
Though Cardiff won, they were out-
scored 3-2 in tries and were given the
fright of their lives by the tearaway
Neath forwards, who hustled and bus-
tled the favourites completely out of
their stride.

Cardiff were able to assert themselves
only through their superior goal-
kicking. Gareth Davies made the differ-
ence in the 24-19 result by firing over
four penalty goals and converting both
tries, which came from Owen Golding
and Gerald Cordle.

But the honours went to Neath. Their
diminutive scrum-half Gareth Jones
outshone the great Holmes and won
the vote as Man of the Match. He set
the cup-final alight with a cheeky
interception of his rival’s pass to race
almost the length of the field.

Though collared at the last gasp by
Cordle, he exploited the attacking
position he had gained by slicing
through from the next scrum and
scoring an opportunist try without a
hand laid upon him.

The hard running of David Jacob at
centre was another Neath feature and
he was responsible for the two other
tries.

Sadly, the little hero of that cup-final
was to fade into obscurity but his
outside-half partner was to become
one of the giants of the game.
Jonathan Davies had yet to make his
mark.

The match was particularly significant
because it was the dawn of a new era
for Neath. They were the first club in
Wales to break away from the set-
piece syndrome which was bogging
dow Welsh rugby and show that fit,
mobile and fully committed forwards
were the key to success.

Unfortunately, Welsh rugby has taken a
long time to learn the lesson, particu-
larly at national level where the Neath
influence is long overdue.

This will be the sixth time for the clubs
to meet in the cup. Neath won the first
encounter in 1972 on their way to
becoming the first club to hold the cup.

Cardiff were hot favourites at the time
as they possessed that superb half-
back pair of Gareth Edwards and Barry
John but the blue-and-blacks went out
16-9 in the semi-final, with Neath
drawing their inspiration from that pint-
sized customer, Dai Parker.

Since then, Cardiff have won three in a
row until the semi-final of last year
when Mike Rayer’s hat-trick of penalty
goals and Mark Ring’s drop goal were
not enough to save them from a 19-12
defeat.

Thorburn matched Rayer’'s penalty
contribution and, for good measure,
converted one of the two tries by wings
Chris Higgs and Alan Edmunds. As
everyone knows, Neath went on to
make Brian Thomas’s prediction come
true.
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Beer Supplies
4, Limited n 6
Stockists of all Beers, Spirits, Wines and Soft Drinks

Contact Neil or Wendy
for a fast efficient service

® Open Seven Days a Week @

19 Millands Industrial Estate . Neath . West Glamorgan
Telephone (0639) 644144 / 644155

Paul Williams prepares to launch another attack on the Swansea line.

He and scrum half Chris Bridges (below) edged the Swansea Internationals

out of the match.

FYCR DOTE You name it, we can frame it. . ; _ v 8

Skewen .
Welding E.ﬁ? 1

General Wrought Ironwork, Ffammg =
Burglar Bars Industrial Gates
and Railings, Light Engineering

Approved Suppliers of
Enamel Coated Radiator Guards DeNewt Fine Framing Services offer you
an excellent framing service right at your

home and a lot cheaper than most.

We frame any size — Picture/Prints

Photographs, Tapestries, Certificates

Qil Paintings etc.

No work too small or too big

Sports Club Framing a Speciality

Unit 8, Lon'as Vi"age If \:e car'\)beofdservicsesgiggge
Work ﬂp one Pontardawe
Shops = show yo: o:: ?::;r:n:’anv;v;;"l:zzz :::u Idings
Cwmdu Industrial or call in and ses us.

We can also collect and deliver your order

Estate, Skewen
Tel. Works 818400, 60 Delffordd, Rhos, Pontardawe

Home NEATH 633776 Pontardawe 863028 after 6pm




WE'RE ALWAYS ON THE BALL.

Barclays Bank PLC
wishes Neath Rugby Football Club

a successful season.

+ + 4 YOURE Barclays Bank PLC

9 The Parade, Neath

BETFER - OFF West Glamorgan
TALKIN

SAIl IRE.
Tel: (0639) 641000.

D

TO
BARCLAYS

This Is The Way To Play Rugby .
Martyn Morris
reports on Swansea v Neath

It was the sort of game | like to play,
on a good surface despite the terrible
conditions and with two teams eager
to play an open game with the for-
wards fully supporting the backs. The
superb refereeing of Clive Norling was
a major factor in the way the game
was played, for the enjoyment of
players and spectators.

This is the way to play rugby and |
believe that this match demonstrated
that Neath have the best standard of
rugby in Wales.

From the kick off it was plain that the
game was to be played at a furious
pace. With Neath playing into the
wind Swansea had most of the first
half advantage and made the most of
their opportunity. Turning round at
half time with a two point lead specta-
tors could be forgiven for thinking that
the final result would be close. As
players, however, we were confident
of adding a lot more points to the
margin between us and the Whites.

| was more than pleased to score two
tries out of our final tally of seven but
Alan Edmunds’ tremendous run for
the try which Paul Thorburn scored
was not only exciting, it was skilfull in
the way it was done. That try also
should have silenced Paul Thorburn’s
critics that he does not have speed.
As | recall, Paul started the move and
was there pace by pace with Alan to
take the scoring pass.

After The Match...

We forwards can be proud of the way
we played against Swansea and will
be aiming for a repeat performance
today against Cardiff. Rowland Phil-
lips’ display was brilliant and proved
his return to form. It was great to play
in that pack in a performance that |
believe will be talked about for a long
time to come.

Allan Bateman and Colin Laity were in
top form in the centre, Allan showing
a lot of guile and Colin giving an
exhibition of his strength. There is no
doubt in my mind that we at Neath
have the finest centre pairing in Welsh
rugby.

Neither is there any doubt that Chris
Bridges and Paul Williams had a clear
edge over Robert Jones and Anthony
Clement at half back. They showed
great class in that match and | was
interested to read a leading rugby
writer’s view that Chris should, at the
very least, be seen as the number two
to Robert in the Welsh squad.

It certainly was a great game to which
both teams contributed. | enjoyed
playing and | hope you enjoyed
watching. Thank you for your support.



Thomas, Edwards
& Anthony Morris

CHARTERED SURVEYORS
ESTATE AGENTS
AGRICULTURAL & URBAN VALUERS

33/34 Alfred Street . Neath
Telephone Neath 639541 (6 lines)

Stadium
Garage

Skewen

Specialists in Quality
Low Mileage Local Cars

Neath
Castell Nedd

Cardiff

Schweppes
Cl[p Caerdydd

15 Paul Thorburn * Full Back (Cefnwr) 15 Mike Rayer

14 Chris Higgs Right Wing {Asgell dde) 14 Steve Ford

13 Colin Laity t Right Cent. . (Canolwr) 13 Mark Ring * (C)
12 Allan Bateman T Left Centre (fanolwr) 12 Mike Hall *

11 Alan Edmunds T Left Wing (Aggell chwith) 11 Richard Jones
10 Paul Williams Stand off (Mjswr) 10 David Evans *

9 Chris Bridges Scrum half (Mewnwr)
Brian Williams
Kevin Phillips * (C)
Jeremy Pugh *
Gareth Llewellyn *
Glyn Llewellyn
Rowland Phillips *
Mark Jones *
Martyn Morris *

Paul John

Mike Griffiths *
lan Watkins *
Steve Blackmore *
Stuart Nunnerley
Andrew Sutton
Mathew Lloyd
Howard Stone
Ritchie Collins *

Loose head Prop (Y rheng flaen)
Hooker (Bachwr)

Tight head Prop (Y rheng flaen)
L_ock (Yr ail reng)

Lock (Yr ail ‘reng)

Left Flanker (Blaenasgell)

No.8 (Y rheng ol)

Right Flanker (Blaenasgell)
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Replacements :

Replacements : Referee And ia Mi

. y Moore, Craig Miller, Stuart Roy
Rupert Moon. Jason Ball, John Davies L J Peard lan Greenslade, Tony Orrell,
Andrew Thomas, Adrian Varney Mark Edwards
Team Manager and Coach — Touch Judges Coach — Alan Phillips
Ron Waldron

Asst. Coach — Peter Manning

David Cherry, D R Davies
Replacement F R Phillips

Gilbert MatJh Ball Sponsor
* Internationals James Merriman
t B Internationals Saundersfoot

Coach— Glen Ball
Fitness Coach - Alun Roper

Quality Workshop and Paintshop
= (All Makes)

Open 7 Days a Week

For all Holidays, Travel and Sporting Tours contact

TINEL

15 ANGEL STREET . NEATH . WEST GLAMORGAN . TEL (0639) 636858/9
UNIT 5. HIGH STREET . PONTARDAWE . TEL (0792) 830030

BRLACK BEAR

MERCHANDISING

BLACK
|BEAR

OFFICE 13A WINDSOR RD. NEATH
WE DESIGN, PRINT & SUPPLY

ALL BUSINESS STATIONERY,
FOOTBALL KITS, T-SHIRTS,
SWEATSHIRTS, VESTS, BADGES ETC.
IN FACT WE CAN PRINT
ALMOST ANYTHING

Telephone(0639) 631051

Sports and Leisure Wear

SPORTS
WORL

WHERE TECHNOLOGY COMES INTO PLAY

15/16 Old Market Street
Neath, West Glamorgan
Telephone 634296




Photograph : Dai Jones

Rowland Phillips, at the top of his form, was Man of The Match in the match
against Pontypool. He received his reward from Mrs. Cynthia Besley.

From the Treasurer
Schwenpes
Cup

Important

In the eventuallity that Neath RFC
will be appearing in the semi-final,
all applications for tickets will
have to be made by post, to an
address to be published later.
Applicants should enclose the
necessary remittance, SAE and
season ticket.

b

Do-1t-Yourself’ Trade and DIY Centre

* TIMBER * SHEET MATERIAL

* POLYSTYRENE SHEETING

* DOORS (ALL ITEMS CUT TO
CUSTOMER REQUIREMENTS)

‘IF WE DON’T HAVE IT—WE WILL GLADLY
GET IT FOR YOU! TELEPHONE ORDERS
WELCOME. LOCAL DELIVERY AVAILABLE.
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK—9AM-5.30 PM
PROPRIETORS: MR & MRS V. MORGAN

MAIN DEALERS FOR

) s N STANLEY

NEATH (0639) 642067

22 Windsor Road . Neath . West Glamorgan

C.E.M. DAY LTD.

Neath Abbey
Wales’ Largest Ford Main Dealer

For your New
and Quality Used

Ford Cars

(_)ar Hire
Service and Parts

Telephone Neath 641234




In recent years
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Neath v Cardiff Past Results

Neath 13 Cardiff 12

P Thorburn, E Rees, D Jacob, C Bridgewater, S Powell, G Jones, J Davies, B Williams,

M Richards, M Jordan, H Richards, S Dando, A Hopkins, D Morgan, G Jones

P Thorburn 3 pens. A Hopkins try.

Neath 12 Cardiff 21 Cup

P Thorburn, E Rees, D Jacob, R James, S Powell, C Gnojek, J Davies, B Williams,

M Richards, P Langford, H Richards, B Clegg, P Pugh, D Morgan, L Jones

P Thorburn 3 pens, J Davies D.Goal.

Cardiff 30 Neath 27

C Bridgewater, E Rees, D Jacob, S Powell, G Tucker, C Gnojek, S Davies, P Jackson,

K Phillips, S Dando, R Hughes, P Pugh, T Waldron, D Morgan, R Webster, G Davies, J Pugh

S Davies 4 Cans. 1 Pen. C Gnojek try, T Waldron try, G Davies 2 tries

Neath 22 Cardiff 12

P Thorburn, G Davies, S Powell, D Jacob, E Rees, S Griffiths, R Jones, P Jackson, K Phillips
S Evans, B Clegg, S Dando, R Phillips, M Jones, L Jones, G Tucker.

P Thorburn try, 2 Con. G Davies try, R Jones try 2 pens.

Neath 24 Cardiff 7

P Thorburn, S Powell, R Griffiths, C Laity, E Rees, C Gnojek, J Davies, J Pugh, M Richards,
S Evans, B Clegg, C Jones, P Pugh, M Jones, L Jones, S Griffiths

P Thorburn 2 Cons. 4 Pens, R Griffiths try, C Gnojek try.

Cardiff 16 Neath 6 Cup

S Powell, G Davies, C Laity, R Griffiths, E Rees, C Gnojek, J Davies, D Joseph, M Richards,
J Pugh, K Cheval, H Richards, P Pugh, M Jones, L Jones, P Jackson

C Laity Pen. J Davies Pen.

Cardiff 6 Neath 35

P Thorburn, E Rees, R Griffiths, C Laity, A Edmunds, A Booth, P Williams, D Joseph,

K Phillips, J Pugh, B Clegg, P Jackson, P Pugh, R Phillips, L Jones

P Thorburn try, 3 cons, 3 pens, Tries R Griffiths, A Edmunds, J Pugh, P Jackson.

Neath 41 Cardiff 12

P Thorburn, S Powell, R Griffiths, C Laity, A Edmunds, A Booth, P Williams, D Joseph,

K Phillips, J Pugh, B Clegg, P Jackson, R Phillips, D Pickering, L Isaac

P Thorburn con. R Griffiths 2 tries 1 con, C Laitytry, P Williams 2 tries con pen.

K Phillips try, J Pugh try, A Booth try

Neath 49 Cardiff 10

P Thorburn, M Carrington, R Griffiths, C Laity, A Edmunds, C Bridges, P Williams, B Williams
K Phillips, J Davies, G Llewellyn, P Jackson, R Phillips, M Jones, L Isaac

P Thorburn try 7 cons 1 pen, M Carrington 2 tries, R Griffiths try, C Laity try, B Williams try,
J Davies try, M Jones try.

Neath 19 Cardiff 12 Cup Semi-Final

P Thorburn, C Higgs, C Laity, A Bateman, A Edmunds, C Bridges, P Williams, B Williams,
K Phillips, J Pugh, H Richards, G Llewellyn, P Pugh, M Jones, D Pickering

P Thorburn con 3 pens, C Higgs try, A Edmunds try.

Cardiff 20 Neath 12

P Thorburn, C Laity, A Bateman, J Griffiths, A Edmunds, G Williams, A Davies, D Joseph,
L Isaac, J Davies, H Richards, G Llewellyn, R Phillips, P Pugh, G Williams.

P Thorburn con pen, A Davies try drop goal.

Cardiff 13 Neath 36

P Thorburn, C Higgs, C Laity, A Bateman, A Edmunds, C Bridges, A Davies, D Joseph,
K Phillips, J Davies, A Kembury, G Llewellyn, M Morris, M Jones, D Pickering. P Jackson
L Isaac.

P Thorburn 3 cons 2 pens, A Bateman A Edmunds 2 tries, A Davies try, D Joseph try.

Cecil Jones Ltd

WFED ROA
HARMAG

Medical, Surgical and Toiletry Requisites
Pregnancy Testing
Complete NHS Oxygen Service
Telephone Neath 635923

Also

Bethlehem Road Pharmacy
Telephone Skewen 813510

Parkgate Pharmacy, Pontypridd
Telephone (0443) 402887




Allan Bateman makes one of the many exciting breaks he made t
split the Swansea defence

Two f_orwards who played superbly at St. Helens.
Rowland Phillips has the support of the charging Jeremy Pugh

One family in Wales
who won’t be opposed
to an Opencast Mine

Artist’s imp of Bridlepath d at the Park Slip site.
Like this family, many of you would have visited an Opencast Mine and not even realised it.

That’s because once mining has finished, British Coal spend millions of pounds making

it look like it hasn't even started.

‘We realise that although coal is a vital source of low-cost energy fuel, Britain's countryside

is priceless too.

So far - with the help of leading nature groups - we've created no less than 14 wildlife

areasand ¢ by iful river gins and dland corners from vacated Opencast mining sites.

We've also sited Opencast Mines in areas of derelict land and worked with agricultural experts to provide
farmers with field upon field of fertile farmland.

And, on top of that, we've created seven golf courses and six leisure parks out of redundant Opencast
Mines up and down the country.

S0 you see, Opencast Mining isn't just about taking energy out of the land, it's also about putting
a lot of energy back into it.

For the benefit of everyone.

COAL
Opencast Mining. Beneatb it all, you know it’s right.

British Coal Opencast Executive, South Wales Region, Farm Road. Ab 2 berdare. Mid ¢ CF446LX. E X E C U T 1 V E
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On the Social Front

Ivan Rees Reports. . .

Welcome to our friends from Cardiff
on this special occasion which can
certainly be called the “Top of The
Pops” match.

You are very cordially invited to our
clubhouse before the match for a
refreshing drink and a filling bar snack
before taking your seats or your place
on the terraces. We also look forward
to your company after the final whistle
has blown whatever the result. There
is a quick service counter which
serves bottled beer in addition to the
main bar so you won’t have to wait
very long for a much needed drink
after shouting yourselves hoarse dur-
ing the game.

All the members of the social club
send their heartiest congratulations to
Ron Waldron on landing for himself
the task of shaping up the Welsh
team, a step we all believe is long
overdue. Good Luck, Ronnie!

Many thanks are due to those people,
both committee members and others,
who gave their time to make such a
success of the social side of the
recent Ladies International. It was a
long, hard day for the staff and quite a
slog for the back-up staff who cleared
away the aftermath.

It was a pity Wales lost on the day but
at least we know by the letter of
thanks we received that the ladies
enjoyed the great welcome they were
given at Neath.

A reminder now in closing that video
tapes of matches to date are available
for purchase. There is also an excel-
lent Compilation tape for sale at £12
which records a hundred Neath tries.
The way he’s going, Alan Edmunds
will soon need one of his own. Video
tapes of matches cost £8 and will be
supplied within a few short days of
your placing your order.

Here’s hoping for a good game today
and the result you want!

Neath Rugby Football Club
Brings you

RUGBY CALL

\| news
Al the GRoY

when you ring

0898

KON PN S o

MV.L.P. SERVICE AT J
\EIR0B

:g&\:;:e

CENTRES

t We sell the Best Value Tyres,
.‘ Exhausts & Batteries in 4
Town, Wheel Balancing and Alignment .
2, Specialists. “
" Bosal Exhausts Aluminised for Longer Life ¥

'Q TELEPHONE: >
NEATH 636645 t‘
For Quotations on British

p

¢
and Continental Vehicles t‘

4

YOUR BETTER TOWN t‘
CENTRE CHOICE

CHECK OUR PRICES FIRST t‘
At4 Commercial St, The Green, Neath k

Open for Personal Service
6 DAYS A WEEK "
Mon-Fri 8.30-6pm
Sat 8.30am-4pm [ELIE//4 ‘q

S
OISR AR



Supporters Club News

Last Friday on the eve of that Twick-
enham debacle Neath visited Sud-
bury to play Wasps. There was a
large contingent of Neath Suppor-
ters present to see the All Blacks win
by 20-18, although the score line
does not reflect our true superiority.
Some of the decisions of the referee
had most spectators baffled and the
penalties he awarded to Wasps kept
them in the game - their only try
coming from an interception near
the end, whereas Neath scored from
good tries. Though both sides were
below strength due to international
calls, injury and unavailability it was
satisfying to register a win against
one of the top clubs in the English
League First Division.

Today we have another difficult task
in the quarter finals of the Schwep-
pes Cup. Cardiff have been very
successful in the competition during
the past years and they will be
looking to add the scalp of the All
Blacks to that of the Scarlets who
they overcame in atrocious condi-
tions in the previous round. We
extend to all Cardiff Supporters a
warm welcome to the Gnoll and
hope that conditions for the match
will be better than those experi-
enced in the previous rounds and
that we shall se a game worthy of
two great clubs. Welsh rugby needs
a lift, so let’s hope that today’s game
will show that, at least at club level,
there is still pride and ability in
plenty.

We would like to congratulate Ron
Waldron our team manager on his
appointment as coach to the natio-
nal team. Ron has a difficult job to
do, but if there’s one person capable

of improving the fortunes of Wales, it
has to be the Neath Team Manager.
I’'m sure that all Welsh supporters
wish him well.

On Wednesday next, 28th February,
we have a Merit Table match against
Ebbw Vale at Eugene Gross Park.
Transport has been arranged for
suporters — tickets must be obtained
from the Club Shop today.

Supporters are reminded that the
club shop is open before and after all
home games and also between 7-
8pm on Training nights.

Transport
Ebbw Vale v Neath

TRANSPORT
EBBW VALE v NEATH
on Wednesday 28th Feb
Coach leaves Clubhouse 5.30pm
Fares £2.40, £2.10 (members),
£1.70 (juniors)

With the compliments of

BANK

Drive-In Cash Dispensers
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PARC TAWE, SWANSEA
Illuminated Free Parking

RECORDED INFORMATION

N (0792) 645005

We are located within the Parc Tawe Complex which is situated
off Quay Parade, between Toys ‘R’ Us and Childrens World
adjacent to the G.X. Super Bowl!

After the match come and have a drink in the bar
at G.X. Super Bowl, then see a movie at U.C.I.
where the top class players choose to relax for the best in film
entertainment, who ? Why Neath of course, where else but at U.C.I.
What a winning combination !

[F5Z] STARTING 95

ZF] oo £1% woun Save the rUSh,

anerom £ aouurs aVOid the CrUSh,

:@ anrve £ cuworen BOOk e'th days In advance

S.EVANS &CO.

MANUFACTURERS . ENGRAVERS
SPORTS AWARDS . COMMEMORATE AWARDS

12 ANGEL STREET . NEATH . WEST GLAMORGAN
TELEPHONE (0639) 642241

Neath Borough Council

Dyfed Road Baths
and Squash Courts

Health Suite . Male and Female

Gymnasiums also available
Dyfed Road, Neath, West Glamorgan.
Telephone Neath (0639) 642827




Points of view...

The speed of events since last Satur-
day’s Twickenham horror story has
given us very little time to catch our
breath. It seemed that the precise
second when Mr Leslie blew his
whistle to end the collective Welsh
pain, the rumours and denials started.

They continued through Sunday and
must have been the main topic of
conversation on every Wales bound
form of transport. | was going to use
the word coach but that would have
been indelicate.

By Monday every journalist had been
orderd by his editor to keep his ears
to the ground because the rumours,
and the denials, were getting stron-
ger. It was almost an anti-climax
when the story was confirmed by the
W.R.U. late into the afternoon: John
Ryan had resigned.

Now it is time to switch to the future
tense. Ron Waldron is the new man in
charge and it is not the fact that a
chapter in Welsh rugby history is
finished but that a new one is opening
which should now demand our con-
centration. It is, quite simply, the
Waldron philosophy. It is only the
future which is important because
that is the only direction in which you
can take action.

It was a great comfort to hear Ron say
during a brief television interview that
there are talented young players in
Welsh rugby. For far too long there
have been far too many former inter-
national players, in particular, who
have said that talented Welsh players
do not exist any more. Such a nega-
tive attitude does not help anybody
and is one which Ron Waldron will be
anxious and quick to disprove.

How much support will the new coach
be given by the top clubs is the big
question perhaps, because that has
+ been the problem faced by some of
his predecessors. | believe it was
Tony Gray who once highlighted this

kind of thing when he talked about
some clubs refusing to play their
players out of their normal positions
to try and strengthen the national side
and widen the options for selection.

It is time for us to recognise the need
for a “pyramid” in Welsh rugby if we
are to suceed at international level.
Every single club, junior or second
class clubs included, must see a
strong national side as the pinnacle of
that pyramid and work towards it.

On Tuesday morning Kevin Phillips
and | took part in a Radio Cymru
programme which discussed Ron
Waldron’s appointment. Ron’s
greatest virtue became clear to the
listeners the moment Kevin began to
speak, his belief in the players and
then, quite naturally, the belief his
players have in him. Kevin stated
plainly that this was the missing
element under the departed coach
and that last Saturday at Twickenham
morale was low even in the dressing
room before the game. This is unlikely
to happen in the immediate future and
indeed through to the World Cup next
year.

By the time you read this programme
Ron Waldron as Chairman of Selec-
tors and his four colleagues will have
made the choice of the fifteen to play
Scotland. Whatever the side selected
| believe the whole of Wales will be
behind the team and the new coach.

® Our superb a la Carte Menu offers a large selection of freshly

cooked Dishes each day
® Lunches and Dinners served every day of the week
@ Traditional 3-course Sunday Lunch our Speciality
® Seminars, Business Meetings and Conferences
® Ten en-suite Bedrooms available

® We offer a complete Wedding Day Service including Cars,

Cake, Flowers, Stationery etc.

@ Situated in three acres of superb grounds affording the ideal

setting for your Wedding Photographs
® Large Car Park

M4 East

Cardiff Swansea
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Birchgrove

Birchgrove Road . Birchgrove
= Skewen (0792) 817781

Liansamlet

Junction
44

M4 West
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Fixtures and Resuits h
IX dng on 1o 1S...
&7
F oA F oA THE ALL NEW
September January
2—Moseley . H W55—-9 6—Ebbw Vale H W 52-18
3—North Shields A W 64— 6 13-- Llanelli H W 19— 3
9—Cardiff A W 36-13 16—Newbridge H W 43— 4
16—Newport A W 30- 7 20—Wales v France
19—Narbeth A W 48— 9 27—WRU Cup W 19— 6
23—Pontypridd . A W 27-20 _
30—Bath H L 13-17 February
3—Pontypool H W 34-10
10—Swansea A W 42-12
October 16—Wasps . A W 20-18
el ) A L 12-14 17—England v Wales
14—Glam. Wanderers H W 49— 0 24—WRU Cup
21-—Sale A H W 60—.0 28—Ebbw Vale . . . A
25—New Zealand H L 15-26
28—Swansea H  Postponed March
3—Wales v Scotland
6—South Wales Police . H
10—Maesteg . LA
November 13—Penarth . . . . A
4—Wales v New Zealand 17- Abertillery H
8—Pontypool . . . A w 22— 6 23—Greystones A
11—Bridgend . . . H w 31-12 24—|reland v Wales
18—WRU Cug Aberamman A W 46— 6 27—Pontypridd . . H
21—South Glam. Inst. . A W 50— 6 31—Tredegar e DL T
25—Cambridge University A W 32_ 7
29—Newbridge . . . A w 19_ 6 April
7—WRU Cup Semi Final
7—Gloucester H
December 10—Brynaman H
2—Orrell H W 36-10 14—Coventry H
5—Cross Keys H W 80— 0 16—Aber§von A
9—Bridgend .. A W 22-16 21—Cardiff . H
16—WRU Cup Postponed 24—Glynneath A )

—M b il g H i, = = 28—Newport H . . :
;g—Y:tiisg Rhondda Cup A w 2(7)— g ® New surface texture ensures maximum adhesion for handling
26—Aberavon - H ws0-0 May in wet or dry conditions.

i e e BT Q=Y. Cus Fioel @ New bonding technique gives a non-peel laminate surface.
@ The very best leather for kicking range and flight accuracy
Front cover in colour by the generosity of GILBERT
David Thomas & Sons, The Builders Merchants MAKER
Central Buildings . Skewen . (0792) 812437
Neath Abbey Road . Neath . (0639) 646511 RUGBY

Cover Photographs * Courtesy of BBC Wales and Jim Giddings



THE RUGBY LOVERS PUB

The Bear . Pen y Dre . Neath . West Glamorgan
Telephone Neath 642555

Facilities available for Weddings . Receptions . Dinner Dances
Conferences . Retirements etc.
All enquiries and bookings will be welcomed by Mrs Debra Evans

Proprietors Stuart Evans and Wyndham Evans
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