C.A.C. Rugby Section’s Chairman’s Report
1998-1999

This season will be remembered historically for "The Rebels" (Cardiff & Swansea)
joining the Allied Dunbar Clubs in England, albeit in friendly matches. There was
a buzz of excitement and anticipation as large crowds turned up to support, con-
vinced that we had made the right decision.

Our squad was strengthened by the arrival of Matthew Wintle, Dan Baugh, Robert
Jones, Paul Burke, Damien Geraghty, Michael Rayer, Anthony Sullivan and Steve
Moore.

The season began very well with notable victories over Leicester 35pts - 20pts and
Harlequins 27pts- 24, both away and indeed we only lost one of our first ten
matches to very strong English opposition. During the latter stages of the season
the visiting teams were weakened in their selection and the momentum waned
accordingly. However, the supporters still managed to fill four coaches for our
final game of the season at London Irish, and I pay tribute to the supporters Club
under the Chairmanship of Ken Jones and his Committee members for their enthu-
siasm and Loyalty during difficult times.

Peace has at last broken out with our Governing Body and it is time to look for-
ward positively for the future and our negotiating Committee must be congratulat-
ed for resolving complicated issues for the benefit of the game and for everyone
concerned.

Our progress in the SWALEC Cup was a great disappointment and failure to reach
the final was a major set back, and our image for the season had been tarnished

I would like to thank the Coaching Staff, Terry Holmes, Anthony Faulkner, Mark
Ring, Hemi Taylor and Huw Bevan together with the physiotherapists Jane James,
Maggie Burcher, Wayne Mortimer, and Brian Hughes for their magnificent contri-
butions this year. All are to be congratulated for giving maximum effort daily in
order to achieve success. Likewise, Howard Stone, Gerry Roberts, Les Good,
David Williams and Sports trainer Billy Woods and physio Alan Thomas with the
Youth and Junior teams.

Our medical staff are the envy of most professional teams and have been out-

standing again this year, and I thank our team of Doctors, Jim Naysmith, Keith
Young, Huw Evans, Richard Evans, Professor John Williams and Surgeons Brian
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Rees, John Fairclough, Roger Evans, and Mike Fardy. Optician Frank
Maloney (Spec Savers) and Dentist Geoff Price for their contributions.

David Young has led the team with distinction and professional approach
on and off the field has been evident throughout the season, always find-
ing time for a chat with the sponsors, Committee and Supporters.

Lee Jarvis once again tops our points scorers with 266pts and Spencer
John, Matthew Wintle, Liam Botham, Robert Jones, Dan Baugh, and Craig
Morgan are to be congratulated on gaining their 1st XV caps.

Robert Howley's career as Captain of Wales continues to blossom and I
congratulate his fellow team mates Gareth Thomas, Andrew Lewis,
Jonathan Humphreys, Mike Rayer, David Young and Leigh Davies for rep-
resenting Wales during the season.

Our Youth XV had a very successful Jubilee Season and a number of their
players performed well for the 1st XV namely, Rhys Williams, David
Patterson, Sean Nelson, Phil Wheeler and Jamie Robinson. It is important
that this development continues to bear fruit and I thank the Youth
Committee under the Chairmanship of Jim O'Donnell, Mike Ryan,
(Secretary) Neil O'Donnell (Fi Secretary) Colin Davies, Bill Woods and
Weldon Davies are to be congratulated for their hard work and Loyalty to
the Club.

To Gareth Davies (Chief Executive) Patrick Gore (Finance Director) Justin
Todd and Claire Robertson (Accounts Dept) Peter Manning (Team
Manager) Personal assistants Jackie Fiynn, Vickey Holley, Katie Burrows
(Events Coordinator) Tina Tew, Kathy Selio and Debbie Griffiths (Sales
and Marketing) Receptionist Julie Keegans, Brian Walker (Ground
Manager) Mike Bieri, Royston Evans and Ray Baker (Ground), Jeff
Ellerman (Steward), Darren Ellerman and Staff I extend my grateful
thanks for your support and loyalty.

Shirley Withers, Leigh Parfitt, Sam McDonagh and David Boris continue
to run the Souvenir Shop with pride and enthusiasm and provide much
needed income .

Dewi Griffiths has entertained our visitors and supporters with authoritive
confidence and has promised to learn all the players names by next season,
including Bruiser’s . Well done Dewi!
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The mid-season appointment of a press liaison officer Mr Alan Evans has
further enhanced the promotion of the club. We wish Alan further success
and hope everyone buys his & Duncan's book.

Our programme editor Duncan Gardner never ceases to amaze with his
production of our magnificent match programme with regular contribu-
tions from J.E. Malcolm Thomas, David Hayward, and John Scott. Thank
you all.

The Lottery continues to provide much needed income and I would like to
thank Ken Jones, wife Kath, Roger Williams and Brian Bennett for organ-
ising it so successfully over many years.

[ thank Cardiff Rugby Football Club Ltd members under the Chairmanship
of Peter Thomas, and the Management Committee of Cardiff Athletic Club
through their Chairman Mervyn Warfield and President Haydn Wilkins
(Mr Bleddyn Williams has subsequently replaced Mr. Wilkins as President
following Haydn's retirement Our thanks are due to Haydn for his many
years of service with the Club) who has been very active throughout the
year resolving difficult issues with the WRU once more prominent by their
contributions and valuable advice on Rugby matters and special thanks to
Peter Nyhan our Statistician.

Very often work on the field reflects work done off the field and I pay trib-
ute to my hard working Committee members of Brian Bennett (Vice
Chairman) J.D. Nelson (Secretary), lan Eidman, Malcolm Childs, Peter
Goodfellow, Robert Lakin, Robert Newman, Jim O'Donnell, Mervyn John,
lan Robinson, Terry Charles, Tony Williams and Steve Davies. Thank you
most sincerely. Unfortunately Mr. T Charles, Mr. Ian Eidman and Tony
Williams are retiring at the end of the season and their valuable services
will be most certainly be missed. I thank them for their contributions over
the years and wish them well for the future.

Special thanks must go to all our sponsors and suite holders who are too
numerous (exceeding 150) to mention individually. They have provided
much needed income and support to the Club and long may it continue.

The Capital Rugby Initiative scheme designed to attract youngsters who
are Cardiff born, Cardiff bred to the club is progressing excellently thanks
to the efforts of Phil Davies (Commercial Director ) Mark Ring, John Huw
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Williams, Selwyn Wyatt and the current squad members. The scheme also
runs an under 12 team ably coached by Steve Hodnet and Eric Fry.

Our successful Cardiff under 13 team is also flourishing, thanks to Andy
Morgan and Coaches Tim O'Donnel, Steve Dickens and Tony Vella.

One must not forget our Junior Blue & Blacks and the sterling work of
Colin Hancock.

As the season drew to a close it was disclosed that many of the coaching
squad and players were to have their contracts terminated and were to find
pastures new. We wish them well for the future and hope they are suc-
cessful with their new clubs. Mike Hall has decided to call it a day after
having surgery to his knee and he leaves many happy memories of his
commitment and skills at the Arms Park. Mike led the Club to the Cup in
1994, to the League title in 1995, played in the cup winning team in 1997
and in the European Cup Final against Toulouse, was capped 42 times by
Wales and played for the British Lions in their winning series against
Australia in 1987. We wish Mike the best of luck for the future.

Gareth Davies also severs his links with the Club after being involved with
Cardiff for 17 years. Five as Chief Executive and 12 years as a player, to
take up an appointment as Chairman of the Sports Council for Wales,
Gareth has been at the core of development within the club and his expert-
ise and devotion has been exceptional. We wish him well in his new posi-
tion with the Sports Council.

We now look forward to the future, under the umbrella of the Governing
Body and a successful run in the European Cup.

Finally, may I wish the New Management team the best of luck for next
season and thank you all for your kind support during the year.

Diolch yn fawr
J. Evans
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SEASON 1998/99 RESULTS

§ g SCORES FOR SCORES AGAINST
OPPONENTS S B Goals Tres Pens DGs  Pis |Goals Tries Pens DG's Pis CARDIFF R. F. C. YOUTH TEAM REPORT
Aug 28 SALE AL 12 13 3 21 1998/1999 SEASON
Sep5 BEDFORD A W 3 2 27| 1 1 10
12 SARACENS H W 2 1 6 1 40]|1 4 19 In many ways the Jubilee season of Youth Rugby at Cardiff was the epit-
19 HARLEQUINS A W 3 2 27| 3 1 24 ome of the curate's egg. It was good, very good, in parts and in other ways,
26 NORTHAMPTON Hio W 32 3 13 39:[425 1 19 it was disappointing. The good was the exciting way in which the team
Oct 2 LEICESTER A W 2 3 2 35| 2 2 20 played, which was recognised by the award of the Western Maii 'Team of
10 SALE Ak 34 25 (#3532 34 | the Month' title in December, the bad included the early exit from the
17 LONDON SCOTTISH H W 4 2 381 1 1 15 Welsh Youth Cup, the team having been given the bums rush by the dem-
20 BATH H w 3 1 24 1 3 olition squad from Pontypridd the following week.
Nov 4 CILFYNYDD (W CUP)A W 9 6 93 0 [
7 WEST HARLEPOOL H W 5 1 40| 2 1 17 In terms of player development for the first team and International repre-
15 GLOUCESTER H w 1 2 17 3 9 sentation it was an excellent secason and in that there will be a loss of the
21 NEWCASTLE A L 1 3 1604 1 1 36 throughflow of players via the under 16 and under 17 teams, it bodes ill for
28 SEVENSISTERS (WC) H W 12 84 1 1 10 the future.
Dec5 SWANSEA A L 1 1 1 151 3 3 31 p :
12 RICHMOND AL Ly 213 1 3 35 It seems that with the early season 'takeover' Qf the greater part of the
19 WASPS AL 1 1 a4 401 3 2 28 1'espon51b111t1es of the Wel.sh Youth Rugby Union by the Welsh .Rug'by
26 NORTHAMPTON A L 1 1 10la 2 38 Union and the consequent increase in the number of Schools participating
1999 in the Schools League, fewer players will be available for selection by
Jan2  LEICESTER H W 3 1 1 29| 1 1 1 13 Youth teams. Efectively, Youth rugby will consist of a one year band of
9 SWANSEA H W 3 2 3 20| 1 4 19 players whose ages are over 18 and therefore too old for Schools repre-
12 LLANDOVERY (WCQ) A W 5 1 wl2 1 1 2 sentative honours and under 19.
;; \S: :QJCSENS S \I}v L f ; ) ?2 ‘11 L 1 ?g But, I digress.. This .Iast season began with an away trip to Maesteg under
30 ABERTILLERY WC) H W 4 1 33 3 g theAnew captain, Phil Wt}eeler. The team were made to wprk very hard for
Feb7 BEDFORD H W 6 3 57| 2 o thelF eventual 17 - 7 win. Thel:e followed the celebration Jubllee? game
13 BATH AL 3 T 2 2la 2 2 gl against tllic Welsh Youth Pl:emdent's XV at the Arms .Park_ with the
27 ABERAVON WCQ) A W 1 2 1 50 4 5 President's XV paying Cardiff the comphment‘ of fielding nine Yppth
Mar 13 HARLEQUINS H W 5 2 1 a8 | 2 2 20 ' Internationals with two more on the replacements' bench. It was a thrlllmg
17 GLOUCESTER AW 2 2 2 302 1 2 o game, sadly watched by only a small croyvd.. At the end,.one conversion
27 PONTYPOOL(WC) A W 6 2 52| 2 o 26 separated the teams, the President's XV winning by 35 points to 33.
ARY / The remainder of September saw the team defeat English opposition in the
‘71 \SA//-\ELSET HARTLEROOL :‘ w ‘g 2 4 4512 1 f 3 26 forrp of Northampton and Wasps comfortably and a creditable draw
15 LLANELLI(WCSH) N L 1 3 =/ 6 :9 against the Saracens Development team of under 21 players.
21 LONDON IRISH H w 5 3 1 53} 2 2 20 ' October brought satisfactory victories against Welsh opposition in the
24 LONDON SCOTTISH H W 4 2 3411 1 1 15 form of Pontypridd and Llanelli and before their first round Welsh Cup
May game, they totally overran a Leicester Colts team by 58 points to 12. Thus
; :'ECVFJ/’&/'AOS’_\II_EE : zVV 2 8 9% | 4 28 invigorated, they almost repeated the score against Tondu in the Cup win-
5 1 70| 2 2 20 i 1

16 LONDON IRISH A L 3 2 2 1 406 1 1 50 i

There was no game between that game played on 21st November and the

TOTALS 130 62 55 3 1394 72 24 63 1 816
24 | 25




